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the 
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LAPEL  PIN 


Wear  the  AIS  logo  proudly  on 
this  silver-plated  pin, 
approximately  1/2”  x  5/8”, 
with  a  safety  lock  catch. 
Silver  letters  gleam  from  a 
deep  green  border  that 
continues  into  the  foliage. 
The  iris  blooms  in  rich  royal 
blue  against  a  textured  silver 
background. 


Only  $5 
postpaid 

Make  checks 
payable  to 

The  American  Iris  Society 


Order  from 

Dorothy  Howard 
226  East  20th  St. 
Tulsa,  OK  74119 
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From  the  Desk 
of  the  President 

Leon  Wolford 


This  is  the  last  report  I  will  make  as  President,  and  it  would  seem  a 
review  of  the  past  three  years  would  be  in  order.  However,  the  alloted 
space  for  the  Presidents  Message  could  not  possibly  contain  all  I  would 
like  to  say  concerning  my  personal  gratitude  to  the  membership  for  their 
loyal  support  of  the  Society,  the  Officers  and  the  Directors. 

The  Society  has  experienced  a  steady  growth  through  the  efforts  of  a 
number  of  dedicated  members.  Some  of  these  members  have  done  a 
phenomenal  amount  of  work.  The  Membership  Secretary,  Ron  Mullin, 
reports  that  the  membership  passed  the  6,100  mark  in  July  of  this  year. 
This  is  the  highest  point  In  a  number  of  years.  We  have 
momentum — let's  keep  it  going! 

At  this  time  we  are  inclined  to  look  back  further  than  our  three  years 
in  this  office,  even  to  include  our  entire  iris  life.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
these  years  have  brought  us  more  pleasure  than  any  years  in  our  lifetime. 
We  have  enjoyed  the  aesthetics  of  our  favorite  flower,  whose  beauty  in¬ 
creases  from  year  to  year.  But  perhaps  even  more  important,  we  have 
had  the  privilege  of  associating  with  some  of  the  world's  finest  people. 
And  with  greatest  pleasure  we  have  become  members  of  the  family  of 
irisarians.  No  words  can  express  the  joy  and  satisfaction  that  is  derived 
from  this  association.  This  family  continues  to  grow  from  year  to  year, 
and  the  quality  of  its  members  continues  to  improve!  What  more  could 
one  ask! 

To  all  of  those  who  served  in  any  leadership  capacity  during  my  term,  I 
say  thank  you  and  I  shall  always  think  of  you  as  a  member  of  the  team.  I 
will  be  forever  grateful  to  you.  To  the  members  who  were  not  called  on 
to  lead,  but  were  there  with  their  support  of  the  Society  and  its  aims,  I  am 

Coni.  on  page  11 
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DYKES  MEMORIAL  MEDAL 


WINNER 

MYSTIQUE  (J.  Ghio) 
126  votes  (17.6%) 


Queen  Of  Hearts  (O.  Brown) 
34  votes 


RUNNERSUP 


BROWN  Lasso  (Buckles~D.  Niswonger) 
114  votes  (16.1%) 
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SPECIAL  AWARDS 
&  MEDALS 


votes 

KNOWLTON  MEDAL  (BB) 

419  Brown  Lasso 

(Buckles-D.  Niswonger) 


(68%) 

RUNNERSUP 

49 

Whoop  'Em  Up  (D.  Brady) 

30 

Pink  Swirl  (C.  Wedow) 

SASS 

MEDAL  (IB) 

93 

Appleblossom  Pink 

0.  Boushay) 

RUNNERSUP 

76 

Cheers  (B.  Hager) 

61 

Gay  Wings  (O.  Brown) 

COOK-DOUGLAS  MEDAL  (SDB) 

98 

Mrs.  Nate  Rudolph 
(H.  Briscoe) 

RUNNERSUP 

79 

Demon  (Hager) 

65 

Melon  Honey  (E.  Roberts) 

CAPARNE  AWARD  (MDB) 

45 

Nuggets  (D.  Sindt) 
RUNNERSUP 

37 

Penny  Candy  (M.  Hamblen) 

22 

Garnet  Elf  (M.  Hamblen) 

WILLIAMSON-WHITE  AWARD 

(MTB) 

68 

Panda  (M.  L.  Dunderman) 
RUNNERSUP 

26 

Spanish  Coins  0-  Witt) 

18 

Little  Bluebeard  (K.  Vaughn) 

MITCHELL  AWARD  (CA) 

35 

Soquel  Cove  0-  Ghio) 
RUNNERSUP 

11 

Restless  Native  0-  Ghio) 

9 

Councilman  0-  Ghio) 

votes 

C.  G.  WHITE  AWARD  (AR) 

40  Sheik  (B.  Hager) 

RUNNERSUP 

37  Bionic  Burst  (H.  Danielson) 

25  Genetic  Moment 

(H.  Danielson) 

MOHR  AWARD 

105  Genetic  Burst  (H.  Danielson) 
RUNNERSUP 
33  Byzantine  Beauty 
(H.  Nichols) 

27  Aril  Lady  (H.  Danielson) 

PAYNE  AWARD  (JA) 

25  Purple  Parasol  (C.  McEwen) 
RUNNERSUP 

18  Prairie  Chief  (A.  Hazzard) 

17  Fuji  (T.  Abell) 

DEBAILLON  AWARD 

150  Ann  CHOWNING  (F.  Chowning) 

RUNNERSUP 

32  Shrimp  Creole  0-  Ghio) 

19  Bryce  Leigh  (F.  Chowning) 

MORGAN  AWARD  (SIB) 

43  Ruffled  Velvet  (C.  McEwen) 
RUNNERSUP 

42  Savoir  Faire  (S.  Dubose) 

30  Butter  And  Sugar 

(C.  McEwen) 

30  Maranatha  (S.  Varner) 

NIES  AWARD  (SPU) 

41  Buttered  Chocolate 

(D.  Niswonger) 
RUNNERSUP 

33  Imperial  Ruby  (E.  McCown) 

32  Far  Out  (B.  Hager) 
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CAPARNE  AWARD  MINIATURE 
DWARF  BEARDEDS:  NUGGETS  (left) 
and  PENNY  CANDY  (below),  runnerup. 


DWARF  AND  MEDIAN  WINNERS 
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BEARDLESS  WINNERS 


LOUISIAN  AS— Left,  ANN  CHOWNING;  below,  SHRIMP  CREOLE 
and  BRYCE  LEIGH  ( bottom ) 


SIBERIANS— Left, 
RUFFLED  VELVET; 
below,  SAVOIR  FAIRE 


ARIL  AND  ARILBRED  WINNERS 


Above,  SHEIK,  winner  of  the  C.G.  White 
Award,  and  runnerup  BIONIC  BURST. 
Lower  right,  GENETIC  BURST, 

Mohr  Award  Winner. 


REQUEST  FROM  AN  ADVERTISER 

Anyone  who  ordered  from  the  Paolucci-Conningham  ad,  page  87  of 
the  July  80  BULLETIN,  and  whose  order  has  not  been  confirmed  or  fill¬ 
ed,  is  requested  to  contact  Jane  Barton  Conningham,  Walnut  Tree  Hill, 
Sandy  Hook,  CT  06482.  Records  may  be  in  disorder  due  to  the  tragic 
death  of  Lorenzo  Paolucci  in  a  sailing  accident.  Ms.  Conningham  wishes 
to  straighten  out  the  orders  received  by  her  partner. 
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WALTHER  CUP 

(Highest  Number  of  HM  Votes  in  all  Categories) 


(TB)  San  Jose  (J.  Ghio)  143  votes 


AWARD  OF  MERIT  (TB) 

votes 

178  Entourage  0-  Ghio) 

131  Flamenco  (K.  Keppel) 

116  Victoria  Falls  (Schreiner's) 
109  Gentle  Rain  (K.  Keppel) 

109  Temple  Gold  (W.  Luihn) 

91  Coffee  House  0.  Ghio) 

87  Orange  Empire  (B.  Hamner) 
82  Actress  (K.  Keppel) 

82  Sun  King  0.  Stahly) 

79  Cherished  (G.  Corlew) 


79  Penny  A  Pinch 
(W.  Steinhauer) 

79  PLAYGIRL  0.  Catty) 

79  Michigan  Pride  (T.  Bemdt) 
RUNNERSUP 

77  Lawrence  Week  (H.  Danielson) 
75  Mandolin  0.  Ghio) 

74  Kentucky  Derby  (D.  Mohr) 

70  Deep  Pacific  (E.  Burger) 

68  Charisma  (C.  Blocher) 

68  Intuition  (!  Ghio) 

65  Silent  Majesty  (M,  Hamblen) 
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AWARD  OF  MERIT  (BB) 

votes 

203  Picayune  (K.  Keppel) 

194  Am  I  Blue  (D.  Denney) 

59  Sienna  Star  (M.  Hamblen) 
RUNNERSUP 
53  SCUPPERNONG  ROSE 
(A.  Hickerson) 

52  Pink  Lollipop  (J.  Marsh) 

49  Pocket  Size  (G.  Plough) 

AWARD  OF  MERIT  (IB) 

votes 

173  Pink  Kitten  (V.  Wood) 

124  Shampoo  (V.  Messick) 

70  Rikki  Tiki  (M.  Rogers) 
RUNNERSUP 
64  Raspberry  Bonnet 
(M.  Hamblen) 

62  Boy  Wonder  Q.  Ghio) 

47  Snow  Festival  (C.  Palmer) 


AWARD  OF  MERIT  (SDB) 

votes 

60  Abracadabra  (B.  Hager) 

54  Betsy  Boo  (B.  Warburton) 
49  Clap  Hands  (B.  Hager) 
RUNNERSUP 

47  Forty  Winks  (S.  Moldovan) 
43  Soft  Air  (B.  Warburton) 

41  QUEEN'S  Pawn  (B.  Jones) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (BB) 

votes 

150  Gypsy  Wings  (M.  Hamblen) 

142  Marmalade  Skies 

(D.  Niswonger) 

101  Something  Special  (B.  Hager) 
92  Happy  Song  (M.  Hamblen) 

59  Peach  Festival  (R.  Blodgett) 
42  Buffys  Baby  (C.  Wedow) 

25  Coronado  Hall  (H.  Nichols) 
22  WESTBAY  (L.  O'Brien) 

19  Fairy  Cloud  (O.  Brown) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (IB) 

votes 

88  Marty  (W.  Jones) 

82  Frosted  Crystal  0-  Gatty) 
74  Confederate  Soldier 
(H.  Nichols) 

69  Lover  Boy  Q.  Ghio) 

36  Saint  Teresa  (H.  Nichols) 

33  Helen  Proctor  (H.  Briscoe) 
31  PONY  (B.  Hager) 

30  Alta's  Choice  (F.  Judy) 

27  Perky  Plik  Q.  Weiler) 

21  Sea  Song  (H.  Nichols) 

18  Spring  Wine  (W.  Peck) 

17  CHATTERBOX  (Schreiner's) 

16  Little  Idol  (G.  Plough) 

15  Pioneer  Spirit  (H.  Nichols) 
15  Truly  Nice  (H.  Nichols) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (MTB) 

votes 

44  Zippy  Cherub  (D.  Guild) 

42  CONSUMATION  (W.  Welch) 

42  Doll  Ribbon  (M.  Dunderman) 
27  Disco  Jewel  (D.  Guild) 

24  JOETTE  (F.  Williams) 

17  Agate  Pass  (J.  Witt) 

14  Sandino  (D.  Guild) 

12  AlMEE  (D.  Guild) 

12  Dimity  Jane  (D.  Guild) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (MDB) 

votes 

50 

Brass  Button  (H.  Briscoe) 

42 

Snow  Sparkle  (D.  Sindt) 

41 

Baby  Blue  Eyes  Q.  Boushay) 

35 

Pinto  Pony  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

28 

Irish  Baby  (D.  Rawdon) 

23 

Plic  Sand  (S.  Dalguard) 

21 

Baby  Blue  Spot  (D.  Rawdon) 

17 

MlCHIANA  (F.  Williams) 

15 

MlDDLEBURY  (W.  Welch) 
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HONORABLE  MENTION  (SDB) 

votes 

127  Brass  Tacks  (K.  Keppel) 

93  Sapphire  Jewel  (M.  Hamblen) 
88  Joyful  (J.  Gatty) 

66  Little  Bill  (W.  Jones) 

49  Dixie  Pixie  (B.  Jones) 

37  Helter  Skelter  (P.  Dyer) 

27  Jack  Riley  (H.  Briscoe) 

24  Dwight  John  (M.  Wolff) 

22  Snow  Pixie  (R.  Blodgett) 

19  Bayberry  Mist 

(A.  &  D.  Willott) 

17  Gentle  Air  (B.  Warburton) 

17  Spring  Butterfly  (E.  Hobbs) 
16  Fortune  Cookie  (Schreiner's) 
16  Gypsy  Bay  (R.  Blodgett) 

15  Caress  (A.  Brown) 

15  Spangles  (B.  Hager) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (AR) 

votes 

66  Mary  Of  Magdala  (E.  Hunt) 
58  NEHEMIAH  (M.  Rogers) 

52  Fairy  Artistry  (C.  Palmer) 

25  Snow  Over  Chicago 
(H.  Danielson) 

20  RUBIDOUX  (H.  Tate) 

19  Black  Dazzler  (H.  Danielson) 
18  Calypso  Clown  (L.  Rich) 

18  Jeweled  Veil  (L.  Rich) 

17  Veiled  Intruder  (L.  Rich) 

13  Aril  Landmark  (H.  Danielson 
ll  Turkish  Delight  (L.  Austin) 

10  Traffic  Jammer  (J.  Holden) 

10  Turkish  Topaz  (L.  Austin) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (AB) 

votes 

58  Sizzle  (F.  Gadd) 

26  For  Pleasure  (H.  Danielson) 
23  BUZZ  FUZZ  (F.  Gadd) 

23  DOLL  Foot  (L.  Bellagamba) 
17  JESSABOO  (F.  Gadd) 

12  Shepaug  River  (F.  Gadd) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (SPU) 

votes 

87  Highline  Honey  (E.  McGown) 
87  Imperial  Gold  (E.  McGown) 
37  Blue  Lassie  (D.  Niswonger) 

37  WREN'S  Nest  (M.  Walker) 

27  Royal  Belise  (E.  McGown) 

22  STRUTTIN'  (D.  Niswonger) 

19  Ethic  (J.  Ghio) 

13  Airy  Fancy  (B.  Hager) 

13  Equality  (J.  Ghio) 

HONORABLE  MENTION  (SIB) 

votes 

125  Steve  V\RNER  (H.  Briscoe) 

115  ANN  Dasch  (S.  Varner) 

48  Sparkle  (B.  Hager) 

44  Turquoise  Beauty 
(B.  Tollman) 

33  Star  Cluster  (B.  Hager) 

26  Friendly  Welcome  (S.  Varner) 
22  Maggie  Lee  (L.  Bellagamba) 

18  Smooth  Seas  (B.  Tolman) 

16  Reddy  Maid  (C.  McEwen) 


HONORABLE  MENTION  (CA) 


votes 

41 

City  Hall  (J.  Ghio) 

26 

Casa  Pacifica  Q.  Ghio) 

23 

Joey  0.  Gatty) 

20 

La  Selva  (J.  Ghio) 

11 

Roving  Eye  (G.  Stamback) 

10 

California  Wnkee 

10 

(J.  McGaskill) 

Paper  Boy  (G.  Stamback) 

HONORABLE  MENTION  (JAP) 

votes 

22 

Peacock  Strut  (S.  Hirao) 

15 

Prairie  Blueribbon 

14 

(A.  Hazzard) 

Midnight  Lagoon  (L.  Rich) 

13 

Prairie  Bliss  (A.  Hazzard) 

13 

Simple  Elegance  (C.  McEwen) 

12 

Extravagant  Plumes 

10 

(F.  Maddocks) 

Prairie  Coquette  (A.  Hazzard) 
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HONORABLE  MENTION  (LA) 


votes 

80 

Clara  Goula  (C.  Arny  Jr.) 

54 

Miss  Arkansas  (F.  Chowning) 

40 

Monument  (M.  Dunn) 

39 

Full  Eclipse  (B.  Hager) 

34 

Oath  (J.  Ghio) 

18 

Rosy  Moon  (E.  McCown) 

16 

Creole  Canary  (M.  Granger) 

14 

Andy  Dandy  (C.  Arny  Jr.) 

13 

CHARJOY'S  Anne  (C.  Arny  Jr.) 

13 

CHARJOY'S  Jan  (C.  Arny  Jr.) 

12 

Bayou  Shadow  (C.  Arny  Jr.) 

12 

CHARJOY'S  Mike  (C.  Arny  Jr.) 

12 

Pink  Frolic  (M.  Granger) 

10 

Yellow  Web  (C.  Amy  Jr.) 

HONORABLE  MENTION  (TB) 

votes 

149 

Christmas  Rubies 

143 

(M.  Hamblen) 

San  Jose  0-  Ghio) 

132 

Flareup  (J.  Ghio) 

122 

Graphic  Arts  (B.  Hager) 

113 

Gold  Galore  (Schreiner) 

106 

Fresno  Calypso  (J.  Weiler) 

106 

Thick  And  Creamy  (J.  Weiler) 

104 

Santana  (K.  Keppel) 

101 

Homecoming  Queen 

101 

(N.  Sexton) 

Patina  (K.  Keppel) 

100 

Tequila  Sunrise  0-  McWhirter) 

78 

Barbary  Coast  0-  McWhirter) 

77 

Lemon  Lyric  (D.  Meek) 

76 

Blazing  Saddles  (P.  Dyer) 

76 

Sunday  Chimes  (M.  Hamblen) 

74 

Bay  Rum  (B.  Brown) 

72 

Cut  Crystal  (N.  Rudolph) 

72 

Navajo  Blanket  (Schreiner's) 

71 

Glory  Bound  (R.  Nelson) 

71 

Magnifique  0-  Ghio) 

70 

Southland  Grape  (J.  Burch) 

67 

Space  Odyssey  (B.  Hager) 

66 

Grandmas  Trimdress 

65 

(D.  Niswonger) 

BRIDE'S  Lace  (O.  Julander) 

HONORABLE  MENTION  (TB) 

cont'd. 

votes 

58  Dream  Affair  (J.  Gatty) 

58  Mulberry  Mist  0-  Burch) 

56  Ballet  Ruffles  (N.  Rudolph) 

56  Cherry  Smoke  (D.  Meek) 

56  Metropolitan  (R.  Nelson) 

56  Swazi  Princess  (Schreiner's) 

53  Wild  Berry  (B.  Hamner) 

52  Admiralty  (L.  Hooker) 

51  Peach  Sundae  (B.  Hamner) 

49  Panache  (J.  Gatty) 

49  Premonition  0.  Ghio) 

48  Misty  Moonscape  (B.  Roe) 

47  Heavenly  Harmony 
(M.  Hamblen) 

46  Gypsy  Caravan  (S.  Moldovan) 
46  Spirit  Of  Memphis 
(L.  Zurbrigg) 

45  Chief  Waukesha  (A.  Blodgett) 
45  Louisiana  Lace  (Schreiner's) 

44  American  Heritage 
(B.  Williamson) 

44  Far  Corners  (S.  Moldovan) 

44  Taco  Belle  (N.  Sexton) 

42  Apricot  Fringe  (O.  Brown) 

42  Trevi  Fountain  (B.  Jones) 

41  LlEBESTRAUM  (F.  Spahn) 

41  Spanish  Harlem  (L.  Peterson) 
41  Western  Hostess  (S.  Babson) 
37  Columbia  Blue  (Schreiner's) 

37  Lyrical  Q.  Gatty) 

37  Robbie  Lee  (D.  Denney) 

36  Copper  Mountain  (Schreiner's) 
36  Radiant  Summer  (Schreiner's) 
36  STARTLER  (Schreiner's) 

35  Burgundy  Cherry  (J.  Ghio) 

35  Corn  Harvest  (C.  Wyatt) 

34  Angel  Chiffon  (N.  Rudolph) 

34  Blanc  De  Chine  (S.  Moldovan) 
34  Blueberry  Meringue 
(R.  Goodrick) 

34  My  Girl  Friend 
(B.  Williamson) 

33  Artiste  (J.  Ghio) 
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HONORABLE  MENTION  (TB) 

cont'd. 

votes 

33  Colorado  Sunshine 
(T.  Magee) 

33  Igloo  (B.  Hager) 

33  Peachy  Creamy 
(A.  Ensminger) 

33  Phoenix  (K.  Keppel) 

32  Fantasy  Faire  0-  Nelson) 

31  CAPILIGHT  (B.  Dunn) 

30  CAPTAIN'S  Table  (W.  Bledsoe) 
30  Formosa  Spring 
(S.  Moldovan) 

29  Latin  Lady  (G.  Shoop) 

29  Silver  Heather  (D.  Niswonger) 


28  Christmas  Treasure 
(E.  Burger) 

28  Cranberry  Cocktail 
(W.  Bledsoe) 

28  Lemon  Glitter  (D.  Palmer) 
28  Top  Banana  (F.  Gadd) 

27  MOCAMBO  (D.  Denney) 

26  BlRTHSTONE  (S.  Babson) 

26  Gold  Ring  (L.  Gaulter) 

26  Quiet  Kingdom  0-  Boushay) 
26  VOLARE  (G.  Corlew) 

25  Fashion  Rings  (B.  Hamner) 
25  Oohs  And  Ahs 
(A.  Ensminger) 

25  Satin  Gown  Q.  Gatty) 

25  Snow  Holly  (C  Blocher) 

25  Supersimmon  (M.  Parker) 


WINNERS:  Left,  PURPLE  PARASOL,  Japanese  winner  of  the  Payne  Award  and,  right,  BUTTERED 
CHOCOLATE,  winner  of  the  Nies  Award  for  spurias. 
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A  winning  hybridizer  with  a  winning  personality . . . 

A  SALUTE  TO  JOSEPH  GHIO! 

This  year's  Dykes  Medallist  MYSTIQUE  was  created  by  Joseph  Ghio, 
winner  of  numerous  other  awards  mentioned  in  this  and  other  issues. 
When  notified  that  he  had  won  the  Dykes  Medal,  Joe  was  watching  the 
Republican  Convention  on  television  "The  only  call  that  would  have 
been  more  exciting,"  he  told  Leon  Wolford,  "would  have  been  a  call  from 
Reagan  that  he  was  looking  for  a  real  dark  horse  vice-presidential  can¬ 
didate!" 

A  native  of  Santa  Cruz,  California,  where  he  has  taught  high  school 
business  and  social  studies  for  19  years,  Joe  is  currently  serving  his  second 
term  as  mayor  of  the  popular  Pacific  Ocean  resort  town.  He  is  only  the 
fourth  of  54  mayors  to  be  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Joe  is  from  a  family  that  loved  to  grow  things.  As  a  youngster,  he  saw 
a  magazine  ad  for  a  $5  collection  of  irises;  he  was  astounded  by  the  color 
range.  He  cut  lawns  to  earn  the  money.  This  order  came  accompanied  by 
a  Schreiners'  color  catalog,  and  Joe  reordered  the  same  summer. 

"On  their  first  bloom  in  1954, 1  crossed  everything  with  everything  else. 
I  was  just  in  high  school  at  the  time,"  he  explained.  "MYSTIQUE  is  par¬ 
ticularly  interesting,  since  it  is  the 
culmination  of  a  long  line  tracing 
to  the  base,  FROSTED  STARLIGHT, 
a  cross  made  in  my  third  year  of 
hybridizing." 

The  Californian,  owner  of 
Bayview  Gardens,  reminisced, 

"Now  in  my  27th  year  of 
hybridizing,  I  made  a  record  405 
crosses,  some  having  several 
pods.  This  is  all  types  of  irises, 
with  most  crosses  involving  TBs 
or  the  Facificas." 

"In  the  future,"  he  continued, 

"we  should  have  all  sorts  of 
toasted  melon  tones,  watermelon 
reds  and  garnets.  In  Pacificas, 
plicatas,  amoenas,  blacks  and 
browns  are  on  the  way." 
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Gifts  to  the  American  Iris  Society 

January  1,  1980  to  June  30,  1980 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 

Mrs.  Jay  Ackerman 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris  Soc. 

Joe  Askins 

Huntsville  Chapter  AIS  (AL) 
Frances  McCollough 
El  Paso  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Irl  Moore 

Sequoia  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Mrs.  John  I.  Moore 
Edith  and  Leon  Wolford  (TX) 
Francis  C.  O'Kelly 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Eiffert  (NM) 

Mrs.  Harry  Plaiss 

Louisville  Area  Iris  Society  (KY) 
Dan  and  Jayne  Overholser  (IN) 
D.  Olen  Rawdon 
AIS  Region  6 
Mary  Redford 
El  Paso  Iris  Society 
Edith  Seligmann 
El  Paso  Iris  Society 
A1  Spencer 

Don  and  Burdella  Rhodes  (OK) 
Vicky  Cox  (OK) 

Ralph  Stuart 

Don  and  Burdella  Rhodes  (OK) 
James  and  Marietta  Stuart  (CA) 
Wichita  Area  Iris  Society  (KS) 
Bertha  Wood  (KS) 


Mrs.  Mary  Thomas 

Bob  and  Ellen  Demory  (TX) 
Iris  Society  of  Dallas  (TX) 
Carol  Ramsey  (KS) 

Edith  and  Leon  Wolford  (TX) 

GIFTS  HONORING: 

Melba  Hamblen 

Raymond  and  Lucille  Miller 
(TN) 

Kay  Nelson 

Raymond  and  Lucille  Miller 
Carol  Ramsey 

Raymond  and  Lucille  Miller 

Jake  Scharff 

Raymond  and  Lucille  Miller 


OTHER  GIFTS: 

Walter  Carlock  (MN) 

Robert  Demory  (TX) 

Dorothy  Howard  (OK) 

*Iris  Connoisseurs  of  Michigan 
(MI) 

*Bill  Johnson  (KS) 

*  Special  Purpose  Gift 


Word  has  been  received  that  Lowell  F.  Randolph, 
former  AIS  President,  passed  away  this  year. 

A  full  obituary  will  be  forthcoming. 
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HYBRIDIZING  INTERMEDIATES  ? 

Carol  Lankovv,  WA 


Great  progress  has  been  made  in  median  breeding  in  the  last  couple  of 
decades.  A  lot  of  people  succumb  sooner  or  later  to  the  itch  to  create 
something  in  irises  that  doesn't  exist  at  the  moment.  Re-reading  THE  ME- 
DIANITE  inspires  all  sorts  of  intriguing  ideas  for  possible  hybridizing 
projects,  along  with  an  interesting  history  of  the  development  of  the  me¬ 
dians. 

Because  of  the  in-between  bloom  season,  the  intermediates  have  been 
rather  like  step  children.  It  is  a  pity!  Many  miss  seeing  some  especially 
useful  garden  plants  and  some  real  charmers.  The  IBs  fill  a  gap  in  the  pro¬ 
gression  of  spring  bloom,  are  of  a  size  to  fit  nicely  into  smaller  gardens, 
tend  to  be  good  growers  and  reliable  bloomers  and  can  stand  unstaked  in 
breezy  locations. 

However,  an  assignment  to  discuss  breeding  programs  for  IBs  can  only 
bring  on  a  fit  of  giggles.  For  all  practical  purposes,  there  is  no  such  thing. 
Perhaps  it  is  more  realistic  to  talk  about  breeding  programs  using  the  IBs 
because  I  suspect  that  most  IB  introductions  are  by-products  designed  to 
accomplish  other  goals.  But  I  love  the  class  and  have  acquired  some  no¬ 
tions  that  I  am  happy  to  share . . . 


STARTING  IN  THE  MIDDLE . . . 

For  starters,  you  need  to  remember  that  the  median  classifications  are 
based  on  garden  use,  and  not  genetics,  so  that  two  irises  of  similar 
breeding  can  be  in  two  different  classes.  Please  remember  that  there  are 
exception  to  everything  that  can  be  said  about  bearded  irises. 

Hybridizing  for  IBs  can  be  pure  frustration.  There  are  all  kinds  of 
genetic  things  at  work  that  others  can  explain  better  than  I.  Most  modern 
IBs  are  the  44  chromosome  result  of  crossing  40  chromosome  standard 
dwarf  beardeds  back  to  the  48  chromosome  tails.  The  first  such  crosses 
were  made  "to  see  what  happens".  Some  exciting  irises  happened,  but, 
unfortunately  they  are  quite  infertile,  especially  among  themselves,  so 
that  each  cross  is  pretty  much  of  a  dead  end. 

Still,  the  conventional  crosses  are  worth  pursuing.  Improvements  come 
as  the  direct  result  of  the  improving  quality  of  the  SDBs  and  TBs.  The 
key  in  this  work  is  careful  selection  of  parents.  We  want  "modern"  look¬ 
ing  flowers  with  width  and  substance  that  are  displayed  on  well  propor- 
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tioned  stems  and  plants.  The  40  chromosome  SDBs  are  derived  from 
pumila  dwarfs  which  do  a  fine  job  of  reducing  flower  size  and  height 
(and  branching  and  bud  count),  but  do  not  seem  as  effective  in  reducing 
the  size  of  the  leaves.  You  need  the  very  best  SDBs,  and  you  need  to  be 
very  discriminating  in  your  choice  of  48  chromosome  parents. 

The  emphasis  on  size  in  TB  hybridizing  produces  gorgeous  plants  that 
are  heavier  in  all  their  parts  than  is  ideal  for  median  parents.  48 
chromosome  border  beardeds  can  be  an  answer,  but  I  find  too  many  of 
the  resulting  seedlings  a  bit  smaller  than  I  really  like.  Be  on  the  lookout 
for  "short  tails"  of  quality  with  proportions  that  are  pleasing!  I  have  had 
especially  nice  seedlings  from  RUFFLED  CHERUB,  SALUTATION,  and  SAND 
And  Sea.  Admiralty,  Spring  Bride  Actress,  Merry  Tune,  and 
PRINCESS  are  among  others  that  seem  to  be  good  candidates. 

I  have  a  hunch  that  proportion  in  the  TB  parent  is  more  important  than 
size.  I  remember  a  couple  of  crosses  I  bloomed  some  time  back  from 
APROPOS.  That  iris  could  get  really  big,  but  the  relationship  of  flower, 
stalk,  and  plant  was  beautiful,  and  the  resulting  IBs  had  fine  size  and  pro¬ 
portion. 

As  a  rule  of  thumb,  earlier  blooming  TBs  produce  offsprings  more  like¬ 
ly  to  bloom  in  the  IB  season.  Later  blooming  offspring  are  44 
chromosome  borders.  Not  at  all  a  bad  thing — just  not  IBs!  The  awards 
that  Joe  Gatty's  IBs  are  winning  are  ample  proof  that  thoughtful  parent 
selection  continues  to  give  quality  IBs. 

IN  AND  OUT  OF  LINE... 

As  for  line  breeding,  I  can't  help  thinking  that  the  day  will  come  when 
we  do  it.  The  44  chromosome  IBs  are  cranky  pod  parents  that  give  few 
seeds  and  generally  poor  germination.  However,  the  biggest  difficulty 
seems  to  be  infertile  pollen.  The  tease  is  that  many  are  loaded  with  lovely 
fluffy  pollen  that  looks  just  great.  We  have  some  IBs  that  are  at  least 
somewhat  pollen  fertile,  and,  if  we  have  some,  we  should  get  more. 
When  we  have  enough  with  the  qualities  we  like,  we  should  be  able  to 
have  some  fun  "seeing  what  happens".  It  seems  logical  that  the  odds  of 
producing  them  would  be  increased  with  the  use  of  two  parents  that  are 
pollen  fertile.  APPLEBLOSSOM  PINK,  PHAROAH'S  DAUGHTER,  KERI, 
LlLLIPINKPUT  (very  infrequently),  PINK  PRIDE,  RED  TEMPEST,  and  TUM- 
WATER  are  some  that  I  know  are  at  least  partially  pollen  fertile. 

Another  approach  is  to  investigate  species  other  than  pumila.  Ben 
Hager  is  doing  that  with  outstanding  results  in  his  quest  for  tetra 
miniature  tall  beardeds  and  for  dwarfs  that  do  well  in  areas  of  the  coun- 
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try  not  favored  by  pumilas.  APHYLLA  has  been  much  used,  and  there  are 
many  hybrids  on  the  market  of  good  quality.  MAROON  CAPER,  AN- 
NIKINS,  SVELTE,  and  StarCHILD  are  among  the  better  known. 

Joe  Ghio's  BALKAN  A  derivatives  have  great  vigor  and  bud  count,  and 
MELLITA  and  REICHENBACHII  have  given  fascinating  color  breaks  in  irises 
of  all  size.  The  obvious  advantage  is  that  these  are  48  chromosome  and 
automatically  increase  fertility.  It  turns  out  that  it  is  easier  to  break  away 
from  the  typical  dark  violet  APHYLLA  color  that  was  first  supposed.  I 
have  found  that  quarter  APHYLLA  seedlings  can  be  very  fertile  and  can  be 
of  high  quality.  SOUNDER  is  a  nice  border  iris  in  itself  and  is  the  parent  of 
some  very  modern  looking  BBs  and  IBs.  A  real  challenge  for  someone  is 
the  pretty  magenta  rose  color  that  crops  up  in  APHYLLA  hybrids.  So  far  it 
always  seems  associated  with  old  fashioned  form  and  thin  substance,  but 
whoever  breaks  that  linkage  will  have  flowers  with  dynamite  carrying 
power  and  great  garden  value. 

REICHENBACHII  is  behind  many  medians,  mostly  through  PROGENITOR. 
WHOLE  Cloth  and  Melodrama  are  in  many  medians  pedigrees.  Steve 
Moldovan  used  them  with  pinks  to  create  IBs  with  some  of  the  prettiest 
colors  you  will  ever  see.  Earl  Roberts'  ELFIN  series  are  from  the  PRO¬ 
GENITOR  line.  The  BALKANA  introductions  have  been  mostly  BBs,  but 
they  certainly  have  a  place  in  IB  breeding. 


PLANT  PARENTHOOD . . . 

When  you  consider  IBs  in  breeding  programs,  you  enter  an  area  of 
endless  fascination.  When  trying  to  transfer  characteristics  found  in 
either  dwarfs  or  tails  to  the  other  group,  intermediates  are  the  obvious  in¬ 
termediate  result — the  necessary  transition  phase. 

We  have  pink  SDBs  after  years  of  effort,  but  improvements  are  slow  in 
coming  since  they  are  almost  all  descended  from  the  same  sources.  To 
achieve  the  width,  substance,  and  color  clarity  of  the  tails,  we  use  the 
tails.  SWEETIE  and  Appleblossom  Pink  are  IB  parents  of  pink  SDBs. 

Some  want  lacy  SDBs.  It's  questionable  how  much  lace  a  flower  that 
small  can  carry  before  it  becomes  a  blob.  A  little  lace  can  be  very  attrac¬ 
tive  on  an  IB. 

There  are  some  outstanding  IB  plicatas  and  their  use  can  only  improve 
the  SDBs  in  the  pattern.  Nothing  could  hurt  much. 

Remontant  IBs  abound,  if  you  are  looking  for  rebloomers. 

SDBs  tend  to  decrease  in  size  after  several  generations  of  intercrossing. 
A  little  shot  of  tall  through  the  IBs  can  help  bring  up  the  size  again.  Now 
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and  then  you  run  across  an  IB  from  and  IB  x  SDB  cross,  but  they  tend  to 
be  borderline  in  size  and  season. 

C  Lankow  6-80 

In  the  other  direction,  we  have  the  endless  search  for  the  recipe  that 
will  put  the  PUMILA  spot  onto  the  tails.  When  I  see  all  those  TBs  with 
white  falls  banded  the  color  of  the  standards,  I  feel  that  I  am  looking  at 
places  waiting  for  spots  to  happen.  There  are  IBs  with  authentic  spots. 

For  some  reason,  many  are  trying  to  create  in  the  tails  the  blue  bearded 
yellow  combination  so  common  in  the  SDBs.  Gordon  Plough  has  been 
working  that  problem  for  years.  So  far  the  end  product  has  been  a  nice 
collection  of  blue  bearded  IBs — many  of  them  yellow.  He  says  a  fair 
number  of  these  have  fertile  pollen  too.  IPs  just  a  matter  of  time,  but  if 
you  jump  in  with  both  feet,  you  may  beat  him  to  it.  I  like  my  yellows 
with  yellow,  orange,  or  red  beards,  but  what  do  I  know? 


PLAYFUL  IDEAS... 

I've  been  fooling  around  for  years  with  a  formula  of  Paul  Cook's  that 
states  the  (PUMILA  x  TB)  X  (APHYLLA  x  TB)  =  MTB  type  plants.  The  im¬ 
portant  word  turns  out  to  be  "type".  They  are  IBs,  of  course,  and  pumila 
shoots  heck  out  of  the  branching.  But  some  of  them  measure  MTB  and  a 
few  are  kind  of  pretty.  I  am  looking  forward  to  playing  around  with  them 
and  Hager's  new  tetra  MTBs.  Jack  Boushay  has  a  really  nice  brown  MTB 
from  NEW  IDEA  x  Jolly  Fellow — early  blooming,  but  well  branched  and 
budded.  I'll  throw  that  into  the  pot  too.  We  are  not  going  to  have  rapid 
improvement  in  the  MTBs  until  we  get  them  off  the  diploid  level,  and 
IBs  should  have  a  place  in  the  effort. 

My  pet  project  has  always  been  border  beardeds.  They  are  ag¬ 
gravating  because  they  either  grow  way  up  after  they  are  introduced,  or 
they  don't  grow  at  all.  IBs  appear  to  be  a  logical  tool  to  stabilize  the  size 
and  soup  up  the  vigor.  It  has  been  tried  often  over  the  years,  but  since  1 
don't  know  a  better  way,  I  keep  trying. 

Melba  Hamblen  has  introduced  a  trio — GYPSY  WINGS,  HAPPY  SONG, 
and  Butter  Girl— that  are  from  LITTLE  SWINGER  x  (MISTY  DAWN  x 
DOVE  Wings).  The  two  I  have  seen  appear  to  be  decent  growers  and 
have  nice  size  and  lovely  stalks.  The  classy  black  IB,  HELEN  PROCTOR,  is 
from  IB  LOU  BROCK  x  SABLE  ROBE.  Again,  the  only  difference  is  the 
season. 

A  cross  of  ANDI  x  a  short  TB  seedling  gave  a  couple  that  are  short  on 
branches,  but  they  grow  so  fast  it  is  embarrassing.  When  we  moved  into 
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this  house,  I  stuck  three  rhizomes  of  ANDI  by  our  front  walk.  Then  we 
left  town  for  a  year.  When  we  got  back,  I  cleaned  the  clump  a  bit  and  I 
gave  it  a  light  feeding.  That  is  all  the  attention  it  had.  This  spring  the 
clump  is  well  over  wash  tub  size  and  was  in  bloom  for  well  over  a  month. 
The  show  really  thrilled  daughter  ANDI  when  she  saw  her  namesake  for 
the  first  time.  Wish  I  knew  of  more  than  a  half  dozen  or  so  BBs  that 
would  grow  like  that. 

Have  I  piqued  your  curiosity  and  whetted  your  appetite?  Sure  hope  so! 
We  all  have  a  little  list  of  iris  pets  that  become  personal  friends  we  look 
forward  to  seeing  each  spring.  I  was  surprised  when  I  realized  how  many 
on  my  list  were  intermediates.  There  are  some  great  little  personalities 
among  them.  If  nothing  else,  grow  some  for  show  insurance  for  those 
years  when  the  season  is  late  and  you  can't  change  your  show  dates.  I 
can't  imagine  a  class  that  offers  more  fun  and  surprises  for  the  gardener 
and  the  hybridizer. 

From  the  President's  Desk  cont'd. 

grateful  to  you,  also.  Without  you,  whom  some  might  call  the  ordinary 
members,  there  would  be  no  Society.  You  are  the  bedrock  of  our  group 
and  we  need  and  appreciate  every  one  of  you. 

From  time  to  time,  I  have  pointed  out  special  accomplishments  of  in¬ 
dividuals  who  have  done  exceptional  work  for  the  Society.  However, 
most  of  you  have  continued  to  do  exceptional  work  without  any  thought 
of  recognition  or  even  reimbursement  for  your  AIS  expenses.  Although  I 
could  not  begin  to  list  those  names  here,  I  am  very  aware  of  your  work 
and  I  know  that  the  other  members  of  the  Society  are  also. 

One  final  tribute  to  a  person  who  has  been  a  good  right  arm  for  these 
past  three  years.  Many  years  ago  before  she  assumed  her  present  duties,  I 
made  this  statement:  "Carol,  it  was  a  lucky  day  for  AIS  when  you  joined 
us!"  I  am  more  convinced  than  ever  that  I  was  correct  when  I  made  that 
statement  about  Carol  Ramsey.  Her  AIS  knowledge  and  her  enthusiastic 
use  of  that  knowledge  is  one  of  our  Society's  really  great  assets. 

This  final  message  as  President  is  not  to  imply  that  I  will  be  less  in¬ 
terested  in  irises  or  the  Society.  I  am  just  cheerfully  stepping  aside  to  be 
replaced  by  another  President,  who  is  well  qualified  and  dedicated  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society.  I  am  looking  forward  to  being  able  to  spend 
more  time  in  the  garden,  but  I  shall  always  be  interested  in  the  continued 
growth  of  AIS. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  the  Society  and  its  activities.  But,  most 
of  all— thank  you  for  being  our  friends. 
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AIS  LIBRARY  PUBLICATIONS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $15.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  in¬ 
ternational  authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978 
and  the  most  authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular. 
6"  x  9"  hard  bound  cloth  cover. 

ROYAL  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY  COLOUR  CHART . $22.50 

Four  color  fans,  boxed.  Locking  screw  permits  complete  display  of  the  202 
colors.  Four  tints  of  each  color,  providing  an  invaluable  color  reference  for 
hybridizers,  judges  and  hobbyists. 

TWO  RARE  IRIS  PRINTS . each  $6.00;  both  for  $1 1 .00 

Suitable  for  framing.  Color  reproductions  of  original  art  work  done  for  the 
New  York  Botanical  Garden  in  1929.  See  illustration,  full  description,  in  Spring 
1978  Bulletin,  page  59.  Proceeds  from  sale  of  prints  will  be  used  to  support  the 


work  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS  . $2.50 

HANDBOOK  FOR  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  MEMBERS  AND 

OFFICERS . $2.50 

WHAT  EVERY  IRIS  GROWER  SHOULD  KNOW . $1 .00 

NEW  1979  MEMBERSHIP  LIST . $2.50 

1959  IRIS  CHECK  LIST . $3.50 

Hard  bound.  Ten  year  compilation  of  registration  1950-59;  complete  awards 
listing  1920-59.  Only  check  list  still  in  print.  Others  sold  out. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS  -  1977  . . $2.00 

1978  . $3.50 

1979  . $3.50 

BULLETINS:  Current  issues . $2.50 

Back  issues,  if  available . $2.00 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . $1.50 

Golden  Anniversary  BULLETIN  . $2.00 

1977  BULLETIN  INDEX . $1.50 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants, 
show  prizes,  and  special  awards. 

AIS  SEALS . Pack  -  $2.50,  5  Packs  -  $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals,  slightly  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue 
and  green  on  a  silver-toned  background.  (50  per  pack) 

AIS  AUTO  LICENSE  TAGS . $3.50 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 


Send  order  to  Dorothy  Howard,  226  E.  20th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74119 
Tel.  (918)  582-4932 
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THE  GREATER  ST.  LOUIS  IRIS  SOCIETY 


Meet  Me  in  St.  Louie,  Louie 


1981 


MEET  ME  IN  ST.  LOUIS,  LOUIE! 

CONVENTION  ’81! 


Orville  Dickhaut 


St.  Louis,  Missouri,  Gateway  to  the  West,  will  be  the  setting  for  the 
1981  AIS  Convention.  The  Convention  will  be  hosted  by  the  Greater  St. 
Louis  Iris  Society  assisted  by  the  Mineral  Area  Iris  Society,  both  of 
Region  18.  Headquarters  will  be  the  St.  Louis  Marriott  near  the  airport.  A 
guest  planting  of  irises  hybridized  by  12  members  of  Region  18  will  greet 
convention  guests  at  the  entrance  to  the  Marriott  and  at  its  beautiful  pool 
area. 

Thirteen  gardens  will  be  included  on  the  three-day  tour.  Ninety-seven 
hybridizers  representing  29  states  contributed  nearly  2000  guest  plants 
for  the  Convention.  Seven  tour  gardens  are  in  the  St.  Louis  area  and  six 
are  in  the  Mineral  area,  about  75  miles  south  of  St.  Louis. 


St.  Louis  area  gardens: 

THE  MISSOURI  BOTANICAL  GARDEN 

The  Missouri  Botanical  Garden  is  the  oldest  botanical  garden  in  the 
United  States,  established  in  1859  by  Henry  Shaw.  In  the  heart  of  the  city, 
it  has  more  than  79  acres  of  gardens,  horticultural  displays  and  historic 
buildings,  including  Shaw's  country  home,  Tower  Grove  House  (1849), 
furnished  with  period  antiques. 

The  14-acre  Japanese  Garden,  Seiwa-En,  the  largest  traditional  Japanese 
garden  in  North  America,  incorporates  a  four-acre  lake,  islands,  foot¬ 
bridges,  waterfalls,  lanterns,  plum  arbor  and  teahouse.  Zig-zag  sections  of 
footbridge  over  part  of  the  lake,  offer  views  of  Japanese  irises  growing 
along  both  sides  of  the  bridge.  Irises  from  China  grow  in  the  dry  gardens. 

Near  the  Linnean  House  (camellias)  is  a  sizeable  iris  garden  to  TBs, 
Siberica  and  spuria  irises.  The  Washington,  Missouri  Iris  Society  donated 
plants  to  the  garden  in  previous  years.  In  1979  the  Greater  St.  Louis  Iris 
Society  added  a  long  bed  of  guest  irises  backed  by  peonies  and  lightly 
shaded  by  ancient  ginko  trees. 
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Irises  doing  well  in  this  '81  Convention  garden  include  DRUCILLA 
SHAW  (Bellagamba  78),  a  large  ruffled  white;  INTY  GREYSHUN  (Ens- 
minger);  MICHIGAN  PRIDE  (Berndt  75)  with  golden  standards  and  yellow- 
edged  maroon  falls;  ENTOURAGE  (Ghio  77),  a  ruffled,  wide  dusty  rose 
blend  with  tangerine  beards;  SILVER  HEATHER  (Niswonger  78),  a  red- 
bearded  ruffled  silvery  lilac  self;  FRESNO  CALYPSO  (Weiler  78),  an  intense 
orange  with  orange  beards;  CHARTREUSE  RUFFLES  (Rudolph  76),  ruffled, 
laced  pale  grey-lilac  with  a  wide  chartruese  band  on  the  falls. 

The  two  very  beautiful  rose  gardens  promise  an  added  attraction  at  iris 
time  and  through  October. 

The  Climatron,  the  world's  first  geodesic  domed  greenhouse,  presents 
a  tropical  rainforest,  a  one-half  acre  jungle  environment  of  orchids, 
banyan  trees,  palms,  exotic  fish  and  birdlife. 


BELLAGAMBA'S  BELLA  VISTA  GARDEN 

During  33  years  of  tender  loving  care,  the  Bella  Vista  garden  on  a  one- 
acre  lot  has  grown  along  with  Louise  and  Gus's  five  children,  including 
two  sets  of  twins.  Spruce  and  pine  trees  that  now  provide  welcome  shade 
on  a  hot  midwestern  summer  day  were  added  after  each  served  its  turn 
as  a  Christmas  tree.  Bella  Vista  garden  contains  many  companion  plants 
that  enhance  the  iris  beds  and  lend  perennial  beauty  to  the  garden,  which 
attracts  many  visitors  each  year.  Louise  grows  most  of  her  own  seedlings 
on  a  one  and  a  half  acre  tract  seventeen  miles  from  Bella  Vista. 

Among  the  guest  irises  growing  in  Bella  Vista  are  COPPER  FLAME 
(Blodgett  78),  a  pleasing  combination  of  gold  and  white;  CHINA  DRAGON 
(Shoop  79),  a  very  colorful  orange;  Palmer's  49-75A,  a  lovely  deep  pink; 
LOUDOUN  Royal  (Crossman),  a  wide  and  very  ruffled  full  purple  (watch 
for  this  one!);  BRANDY  (McWhirter  '81),  outstanding  new  shade  of  tan- 
brown;  STEADY  Page  (Kegerise  '80),  a  ruffled  brown-buff  blend; 
SPELLMAKER  (Corlew  '81),  a  very  nice  shade  of  smoky  rose-violet; 
CELESTIAL  Ballet  (Mohr  79),  a  great  pure  white;  Fiction  (Williamson 
'81),  cream-white  with  a  violet  band  with  good  form  and  good  bud  count; 
Keppel's  75-113B,  a  beautiful  plicata  with  yellow  ground  and  red-brown 
edging;  DEAR  DlANE  (McEwen  79),  outstanding  dark  violet-blue  Siberian 
iris  with  ruffles  and  a  silvery  white  edge  on  the  falls;  SIGNAL  BLUE 
(McEwen  '80),  a  very  light  blue  Siberian  with  a  new  look — a  darker  blue 
signal;  ROSEACRE  (Warburton  79),  semi-flared  ruffled  light  violet-blue 
Siberian.  Bellagamba,  Briscoe,  and  Varner  Siberians  will  also  be  growing 
in  1981. 
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DIENSTBACH  and  MORRIS  GARDENS 

The  Dienstbach  and  Morris  gardens  are  adjacent  to  each  other;  both 
overlook  a  lake.  In  the  Mark  and  Marie  Dienstbach  garden,  irises 
highlight  a  well-planned  and  nicely  groomed  city  garden  complete  with 
stream,  arched  bridge,  and  colorful  stone  walkways.  Roses,  peonies  and 
other  plantings  enhance  this  beautiful  garden. 

ERLENE  RlCHESON  (Roderick  79),  a  ruffled  peach-pink  self  from  PINK 
TAFFETA  and  Thick  N  Creamy  (Weiler  78),  an  early,  gorgeous,  glowing 
white  and  yellow  blend  are  among  the  well  grown  and  nicely  spaced 
irises  in  this  garden. 

The  Jim  and  Jean  Morris  garden  contains  more  than  200  guest  irises 
planted  in  five  beds.  This  years  bloom  was  approximately  75%  on  these 
first  year  plantings.  Established  beds  were  at  nearly  100%  bloom.  As  con¬ 
vention  chairman  for  1981,  Jim  invites  all  to  meet  him  in  St.  Louie,  Louie. 
His  pre-convention  preview  of  his  guest  irises  prompted  him  to  applaud 
QUEEN  In  Calico  (J.  Gibson  '80),  a  gorgeous  ruffled  and  laced  magenta 
on  orange  plicata  with  brilliant  orange  beards;  TUT'S  GOLD  (Schreiners 
79),  a  ruffled  golden  yellow  self;  LOVE  CHILD  (Knocke  79),  a  purple-pink 
and  red-purple  bicolor  with  yellow  beards;  Vern  Wood's  beautifully 
branched  pink  76-48;  LOVELY  Kay  (Hamblen  '80);  Ensminger's  Az  Ap,  a 
lovely  pale  blue  IB  with  darker  blue  beards;  and  ANGEL'S  ROBES  (William¬ 
son  79),  a  laced  warm  cream  with  a  thin  yellow  halo. 

WURL  GARDEN 

Russ  and  Betty  Wurl  have  been  growing  irises  for  many  years.  Russ 
also  does  some  hybridizing.  They  have  planted  the  more  than  150  guest 
iris  in  well  spaced  long  beds  with  wide  walkways  facilitating  easy  view¬ 
ing  of  the  iris  from  either  side  of  the  beds. 


The  Mineral  area  gardens: 

CHISM  GARDEN 

James  Lee  and  Polly  Chism  have  grown  irises  for  many  years.  In 
preparation  for  the  '81  Convention,  they  lifted  all  of  their  irises,  redug 
and  brought  in  many  loads  of  materials  to  revitalize  the  beds  before 
replanting  their  irises  and  planting  the  guest  irises. 

Many  iris  lovers  toured  their  garden  in  1980.  Some  of  the  irises  they 
admired  are  SHEER  POETRY  (Palmer  79),  a  large,  lacy,  light  blend  with 
beautiful  form — sheer  loveliness;  MALAYSIA  (Ghio  76),  a  tall  and  stately 
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smooth  brown;  Schreiner's  N5-25,  an  unusual  and  really  different  bitone 
with  light  violet  standards  and  pink-lavender  falls;  HONEY  LACE  (Gibson 
78),  a  soft  and  dignified  plica ta  that  seems  well  named;  Burger's  J-18,  well 
branched,  ruffled  broad  light  blue  with  white  beards;  Hamblen's 
H-73-42A,  well  branched,  ruffled  wide  pink  and  lavender-rose  bitone 
with  good  garden  value;  PEACHTREE  (D.  Mohr  78),  a  wide  and  lacy  buff- 
peach  self  with  branching;  BEAUTY  CROWN  (Hamner  77),  large  and  im¬ 
posing  with  peach  standards  and  cream  falls  edged  in  peach;  SPELLMAKER 
(Corlew  '81),  lovely  ruffled  lavender,  sturdy  plant  with  wide  foliage;  FAR 
GALAXIES  (Babson  78),  an  eye  catching  rosy  purple  plicata,  the  white 
background  showing  in  starry  flecks;  TROPIC  STAR  (Shockey  79),  very 
white- white  on  sturdy  well  branched  stalk;  T3041-FCH-PR  (Hager),  a 
show  stalk  with  four  large  blooms  on  strong  well  proportioned  stalk, 
glowing  medium  violet,  lighter  area  on  falls  below  lavender  tipped 
beards. 


GRIFFIN  GARDEN 

After  retiring  in  the  spring  of  1976,  George  and  Viola  Griffin  ex¬ 
panded  the  landscaping  of  their  yard  and  garden.  Their  front  yard  con¬ 
tains  two  large  evergreen  trees,  rhododendrons,  azaleas,  roses,  iris,  and 
other  perennials.  Their  back  yard  is  bordered  with  plants,  centered  with  a 
large  flowering  crab  and  several  beds  of  Spuria,  Louisiana,  Siberian,  and 
Japanese  iris.  The  Japanese  iris  are  adjacent  to  a  pool  containing  water 
lilies  and  gold  fish  complemented  by  a  fountain,  water  wheel  and  water¬ 
fall.  In  1979,  one-hundred  new  iris  introductions  were  added.  There  one 
can  see  Helsley's  3R-CH-77,  a  red  with  good  branching;  WILD  BERRY 
(Hamner  78),  a  tall  plicata  heavily  marked  with  smoky  violet-purple,  hav¬ 
ing  smoky  tangerine  beards;  SUPER  INDIGLOW  (Schortman),  a  beautiful 
flower  on  a  beautiful  stalk;  REGENT'S  ROW  (Denney  79),  a  large,  broad 
medium  blue  self;  BASHFUL  BRIDE  (Roderick  '80),  a  pretty  pink  with  good 
form. 


HAHN  GARDEN 

Clyde  and  Anna  Hahn  are  growing  almost  200  recent  introductions 
and  numbered  seedlings  representing  the  efforts  of  nearly  70  hybridizers. 
Their  irises  are  growing  well  in  rows.  Two  star-shaped  beds  of  other 
flowers  are  used  as  accents.  A  greenhouse  is  part  of  their  garden. 

BLUE  Tempest  (Burch  79),  a  pretty  neglecta  with  blue  tipped  yellow- 
orange  beards;  CUT  CRYSTAL  (Rudolph  78),  a  lovely  white  flower  with 
yellow  edging  on  a  sturdy  plant  with  wide  foliage;  CENTER  COURT 
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(Williamson  '81),  a  clear,  clean  plicata;  Burger's  M-4,  a  very  clear  white 
with  purple  band  on  the  falls  banded  brown,  light  orange  beards;  CAM¬ 
PUS  CUTIE  (Hamner  77),  a  heavily  ruffled  peach  self;  MARMALADE  SKIES 
(Niswonger  78),  an  IB  that  is  an  apricot-orange  self,  are  among  the  plants 
admired  in  this  garden  in  1980.  Many  more  await  convention  guests  in 
1981. 


KNIGHT  GARDEN 

Ed  and  Betty  Knight  started  irising  with  five  plants.  As  more  and  more 
irises  were  added,  they  became  the  predominant  flower  in  the  garden. 
Other  perennials,  peonies,  columbines,  lupines,  penstemons,  oriental 
poppies,  and  a  few  annuals  are  grown  as  companion  plants.  Additionally, 
a  large  vegetable  garden  extends  behind  the  flower  beds. 

Some  of  the  irises  liked  in  their  garden  in  1980  included  the  two 
border  bearded  irises  PICAYUNE  (Keppel  77),  a  plicata  with  golden  yellow 
standards,  banded  cream  falls  with  hafts  peppered  russet  brown  and 
TAWNY  Gold  (Hickerson  76),  a  beautiful  color,  plus  LULLABY  Of  Love 
(Williamson  '81),  delicate  color,  well  branched  and  sturdy  stalk. 

QUESNEL  GARDEN 

The  PETITE  D'ANET  IRIS  GARDEN  had  its  origin  more  than  quarter 
of  a  century  ago  when  Victor  and  Opal  Quesnel  moved  to  their  present 
home  built  in  1901,  fronting  on  Missouri's  historic  old  plank  road.  Petite 
d'  Anet  is  the  home  of  1979  HM  award  winners  MELON  BISQUE  and  MISS 
PRISS. 

The  design  of  the  garden  envisioned  and  created  by  the  Quesnels  ex¬ 
hibits  the  aire  of  an  old  Victorian  garden  with  a  French  influence.  The 
garden  contains  more  than  200  irises,  including  TB's,  BB's,  Sibericas, 
spurias  and  a  few  species.  The  stately  dominant  irises  are  interspersed 
with  other  herbaceous  perennials,  biennials,  annuals  and  Alpine  edging 
plants. 

Getting  attention  from  visitors  were  MOROCCO  (Keppel  '80),  ruffled 
plicata  from  a  cross  of  KlLT  LILT  and  CARAMBA,  standards  tawny  brown 
flushed  rose  brown,  falls  white  in  center  with  tawny  edging  and  maroon 
sanding;  GLACIER  MAGIC  (Plough  77),  pale  blue  standards,  deeper  blue 
flush  on  falls,  blue  beards. 

RODERICK  GARDEN 

The  Roderick  garden  was  established  in  1963  when  the  floral  shop  was 
purchased  by  Elvan  and  Pauline.  Theirs  is  a  display  garden  as  well  as  a 
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small  commercial  garden.  Pines,  spruce  and  lilacs  have  been  planted  for  a 
windbreak.  A  feature  attraction  is  a  50  year-old  pfitzer  juniper  trimmed 
oriental  style.  The  garden  features  irises,  jonquils,  tulips,  columbines,  and 
day  lilies,  with  assorted  annuals  and  perennials  in  season.  There  are  270 
guest  irises  plus  nearly  200  of  the  latest  named  varieites,  about  50  me¬ 
dians,  as  well  as  Al's  own  introductions  and  seedlings.  A  new  seedling 
which  he  plans  to  name  PURPLE  PASSION  proved  to  have  good  bud  count 
and  flowers  sturdy  enough  to  withstand  two  days  of  rain. 

Among  the  other  varieties  that  stood  out  in  1980  were  TACO  BELLE 
(Sexton  78),  a  tall  bright  variegata  with  clear  yellow  standards,  brown-red 
falls  and  gold  beards;  SPINNING  WHEEL  (Nearpass  76),  a  plicata  with  white 
standards  marked  pale  blue-violet  and  white,  falls  marked  medium  blue- 
violet;  ROSE  (Gaulter  79),  old  rose  with  rosy  coral  beards;  LEMON  LYRIC 
(D.  Meek  78),  very  pretty  ruffled  lemon  yellow  with  falls  paling  to 
cream;  GOLD  BURST  (Palmer),  cream  with  gold  hafts,  good  branching; 
METALLIC  Blue  (Niswonger  'SO),  very  sturdy  branched  plant  with  a  love¬ 
ly  silvery  blue  flower  and  silvery  blue  beards. 

Meet  me  in  St.  Louie,  Louie,  May  of  '81.  Don't  tell  me  the  iris  are 
blooming  anywhere  but  there. 

BOHRER  GARDEN 

Roy  and  Betty  Bohrer  have  a  spacious  and  sunny  garden  with  nine 
groupings  of  iris  beds  arranged  in  coordinated  patterns  of  geometric 
designs.  The  garden  displays  an  extensive  private  collection  of  irises 
along  with  an  abundance  of  guest  plants.  The  three  and  one  half  acres 
allow  for  uncrowded  spacing  of  plants  and  beds  for  ease  of  viewing.  An 
attractive  rock  garden,  a  windmill,  and  pieces  of  statuary  complement 
the  isis  beds. 

Some  of  the  varieties  awaiting  convention  guests  are  ST.  LOUIS  BLUES 
(Schreiners  79),  a  big  ruffled  dark  blue  with  flashes  of  white  on  the  falls 
beneath  white  beards,  great  texture;  BURGUNDY  BROWN  (Gibson  79),  a 
brown-edged  plicata  over  yellow  with  some  white  on  the  falls;  MISTRESS 
(Keppel  '80),  a  pale  pink  plicata — sweet  and  lovely-increases  well; 
SHAMAN  (DuBose  '80),  gold  standards  and  black  falls,  grows  well;  AN- 
JAN  (Bellagamba  79),  a  peachy  pink  with  lots  of  personality;  Bellagamba's 
979CG,  lacy  white  with  red  beards,  opens  four  blooms  at  a  time,  heavy 
texture,  very  nice;  COPPER  CLASSIC  (Roderick  79),  large  brown-orange 
with  open  standards  and  showy  orange  beards;  BATTLE  FURY  (Varner  79), 
red,  white,  and  blue — lavender-blue  standards,  white  falls,  red 
beards — small  flowers  but  lots  of  bloom;  Margie  Robinson's  76-16A, 
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large  ruffled  lilac  with  silver  sheen  and  very  heavy  texture;  MOLLY 
BROWN  (McGee),  lovely  crinkled  and  laced  peach  with  orange  beards; 
BUBBLING  Molasses  (Steinhauer  '80),  great  crinkled  gold  with  yellow 
beards. 


KASSLY  GARDEN 

Dolores  Kassly's  garden,  ten  miles  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  in 
Illinois,  is  in  a  setting  of  tranquility,  located  above  a  small  lake  and  across 
from  a  second  larger  lake  inhabited  by  waterfowl.  Another  side  of  the 
garden  has  a  back-ground  of  evergreens  and  deciduous  trees.  The  new 
garden  contains  three  large  round  beds  each  centered  with  a  purple  mar¬ 
tin  house;  three  other  iris  beds  surround  these  beds.  One  of  these  beds  is 
for  Siberian  irises,  most  from  McGarvey,  Varner,  Briscoe  and  Bella- 
gamba. 

ST.  Louis  Blues;  Oritam  (Hoffmeister  77),  burnt  gold  standards, 
brown-red  falls;  PERSIAN  MORN  (Blodgett  78),  a  light  lavender  with 
brown-edged  falls  and  tangerine  beards;  and  McGarvey 's  great  Siberian 
WING  On  Wing  were  among  the  favorites  blooming  in  the  garden  in 
1980.  1981  should  be  even  more  floriferous.  Watch  for  Briscoe's  STEVE 
VARNER,  a  pale  blue  ruffled  Siberian  with  full  round  form,  and  some  of 
his  bright  and  beautiful  wine  colored  Siberians  with  full  round  form. 
Don't  miss  Varner's  graceful  and  durable  ANN  DASCH  78,  a  light  blue- 
purple  dappled  Siberian  edged  with  a  deeper  blue-purple.  Varner's  RARE 
JEWEL  79  is  just  that  and  beautiful. 


Among  hosts  waiting  to  welcome  conventioneers  are — 

Al  and  Pauline  Roderick  Clyde  and  Anna  Hahn 

George  and  Viola  Griffin  Ed  and  Betty  Knight 
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KETCHUM  IS  CREATED 

(Top)  Irises  are  removed  from  Mrs.  Morgan  Ketchum's  garden  by  (l.  to  r.)  Ralph  Strange,  Luther  Martin, 
Robert  Carney,  Edwin  R.  Fox  and  Ewell  B.  Pittard,  November,  1953.  (Center)  The  site  in  Audubon  in 
1953;  taking  shape  in  1957. 
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KETCHUM  MEMORIAL  IRIS  GARDEN- 
THE  HISTORY  AND  THE  FUTURE 


Mrs.  Robert  S.  Carney 

A  charter  member  of  the  American  Iris  Society  began  the  chain  of 
events  which  led  to  the  Ketchum  Memorial  Iris  Garden  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  Dr.  James  Hampton  Kirkland,  long-time  Chancellor  of 
Vanderbilt  University,  reading  of  experiments  in  cross-pollination  by 
Miss  Grace  Sturdevant,  a  well-known  horticulturist,  was  interested 
enough  to  try  crossing  some  of  the  old  iris  in  his  garden.  He  became  a 
charter  member  of  the  American  Iris  Society  which  was  organized  in 
1920.  His  Copper  Lustre  was  the  American  Dykes  winner  in  1938,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Vanderbilt  Alumnus. 

Marion  Kirkland,  niece  of  Chancellor  Kirkland,  married  Judge  Morgan 
Ketchum  of  Memphis.  She  established  her  garden  and  also  hybridized. 
After  the  deaths  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Ketchum,  their  son,  of  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  talked  with  Mr.  John  Pierce  about  plans  for  the  iris.  It  was 
decided  that  the  splendid  collection,  consisting  of  about  2500  rhizomes, 
valued  at  $5000,  be  offered  to  the  City  of  Memphis  to  be  used  in  the 
development  of  an  iris  garden  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

On  August  6,  1953,  Mr.  Pierce  appeared  before  the  Memphis  Park 
Commission,  stating  that,  "If  the  Park  Commission  would  accept  the  gift 
and  designate  a  location  for  the  planting,  the  local  group  would  assist 
with  the  layout  and  arrangement  as  to  color  scheme  and  keep  up  the 
planting",  according  to  the  minutes  of  that  meeting. 

The  City  of  Memphis  agreed  to  allocate  an  attractive  plot  of  ground, 
furnish  labor  for  the  planting  of  the  iris  and  to  maintain  the  garden  in  the 
future,  provided  there  was  a  local  chapter  of  the  American  Iris  Society 
which  would  take  complete  responsibility  of  the  collection  of  iris,  adding 
new  introductions  and  removing  older  iris  as  they  became  obsolete.  Mr. 
Robert  S.  Carney  was  the  first  president  of  the  newly  formed  society. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Murrah  wrote  an  early  description  of  this  beginning. 
"A  six-acre  section  of  the  new  360  acre  Audubon  Park  was  chosen  for  the 
project.  A  well-known  Memphis  landscape  architect,  Mr.  Robert  Elliott, 
gave  his  services.  A  Planting  Committee  was  selected,  composed  of  Mr. 
John  Pierce,  Robert  Carney,  Jake  Scharff,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fox,  Mrs.  Elby  Mar¬ 
tin  and  Mrs.  William  Murrah.  On  Armistice  Day  of  1953,  six  enthusiastic 
members,  John  Pierce,  Robert  Carney,  E.  R.  Fox,  Luther  Martin  and  Ralph 
Strange,  Jr.,  met  at  the  Ketchum  home,  dug  the  iris,  washed  the  roots,  and 
sacked  them,  tagging  them  with  their  names. 
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1977 


Visitors  to  the  1977  AI5  Convention  in  Memphis  enjoyed  Ketchum. 


"In  the  meantime,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fox  made  charts  to  scale  on  cardboard 
sheets  of  the  different  designs  on  the  blue  print,  and  she,  Mrs.  Martin  and 
Mrs.  Murrah  together  worked  on  the  charts,  placing  the  iris  in  the 
diagrams  of  the  beds.  There  were  several  truck  loads  of  the  iris  when 
they  were  moved  from  the  Ketchum  garden  out  to  Audubon  Park,  With 
the  supervision  of  the  six  men  and  the  three  women  over  the  crew  of 
labor  furnished  by  the  Park  Commission,  the  job  of  planting  the  iris  was 
completed  over  the  weekend  following  that  Armistice  Day." 

During  May  and  June  1955  the  members  of  the  planting  Committee 
assigned  two  beds  each  to  themselves.  The  number  of  beds  and 
gardeners  has  been  increased. 

When  entering  the  garden  through  the  East  Gate,  one  faces  the  wide 
vista,  a  forty-foot  green  grass  panel  with  brick  walks  on  each  side,  with  a 
low  abelia  hedge  on  one  side  and  holly  planting  on  the  outside.  Pines, 
abelias,  hollies,  dog-woods,  flowering  crabs,  cherry  laurels,  live  oaks  and 
magnolias  were  used  for  backgrounds,  vistas  and  a  feeling  of  enclosure. 
This  had  been  a  bare  field  when  the  Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  began  its 
work. 

When  Mr.  Pierce  resigned  as  Chairman  of  the  Park  Committee,  Mr. 
Jake  Scharff  became  Chairman,  working  diligently  with  the  organization 
of  the  committee  to  bring  the  garden  into  an  even  better  condition.  Cob¬ 
blestones  from  the  Mississippi  River  levee,  furnished  by  the  Park  Com¬ 
mission,  edged  each  bed,  and  the  garden  took  on  a  whole  new  look. 
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In  his  writing  of  the  garden,  Mr.  Scharff  says,  "The  Ketchum  Memorial 
Garden  is  a  public  garden  and  belongs  to  the  City  of  Memphis.  Every  iris 
donated  to  it  becomes  the  property  of  the  City  and  the  proceeds  from 
those  sold  are  returned  to  the  garden.  The  garden  is  recognized  by  Iris 
Authorities  throughout  the  country  as  being  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
gardens  in  the  U.S." 

Mrs.  Murrah  was  the  first  statistical  recorder.  Mrs.  Brenda  Belus  cur¬ 
rently  handles  this  task.  Information  is  available  on  any  iris  in  the  garden, 
its  location  the  source  from  which  it  came,  the  price  paid  if  bought,  and 
donor's  name  if  given. 

The  Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  appoints  a  hostess  chairman  annually, 
who  in  turn  assigns  someone  to  be  in  the  garden  during  bloom  season  to 
answer  questions,  give  information  on  the  iris,  as  well  as  tell  about  the  iris 
show,  tour  and  sale. 

Audubon  Park  has  gardens  of  daffodils,  dahlias,  roses,  wild  flowers, 
magnolias,  and  a  Japanese  Garden,  camellia  house  and  conservatory.  The 
park  facilities  include  a  golf  course,  tennis  courts,  picnic  grounds  and  play 
areas.  On  the  ground  of  Audubon  Park  is  also  the  Goldsmith  Civic 
Garden  Center  which  opened  in  1964  as  a  gift  to  the  City  of  Memphis  by 
the  Goldsmith  family  for  the  people  of  Memphis.  This  center  is  the 
meeting  place  of  many  garden  clubs,  flower  shows,  art  exhibits  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  varieties  of  plants. 

The  Ketchum  Memorial  Iris  Garden  is  an  ever-growing  project  with 
new  beds,  changing  shrubbery  and  plantings,  and  experiments  in  the  use 
of  fertilizer,  conditioners  and  weed  controls.  New  workers  have  put  in 
many  hours  planning  for  and  working  in  "the  park".  Mrs.  Lucille  Miller 
continued  Mrs.  Murrah's  work.  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Belus  currently 
share  the  park  chairman  position  and  direct  the  sale  program  annually, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Robbie  Browne  and  Mrs.  Bess  Browne.  A  group  of  the 
Iris  Society  members  have  spent  over  3000  hours  in  the  past  five  years 
updating,  planning  and  toiling  over  the  24  beds.  These  beds  contain  near¬ 
ly  950  varieties  of  tall  bearded,  median,  Japanese,  Siberian,  Louisianna 
and  spuria  iris.  Among  the  tall  bearded  are  all  45  of  the  American  Dykes 
medal  winners,  the  popularity  poll  and  award  of  merit  iris.  Approxi¬ 
mately  $2000  is  spent  yearly  on  improvements  to  the  garden  and  these 
funds  are  raised  by  the  iris  sales.  The  Park  Commission  furnishes  some 
supplies  and  labor. 

Repeated  visits  to  the  Ketchum  Memorial  Iris  Garden  are  delightful  ex¬ 
periences.  And  the  visitor  will  see  the  realization  of  the  planned 
developments  in  the  next  ten  years  in  the  iris  garden  and  in  the  total 
garden  area  of  the  Audubon  Park. 
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REQUIREMENTS  FOR  AFFILIATION 
WITH  THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

A  local  iris  society  may  become  an  affiliate  of  the  American  Iris  society 
upon  application  to  the  Regional  Vice  President  who  will  verify  the  AIS 
memberships.  The  application  will  then  be  forwarded  to  the  AIS  Chair¬ 
man  of  Affiliates.  The  local  society  must  meet  the  following  re¬ 
quirements. 

1. )  All  officers  of  the  local  society  must  be  members  of  AIS. 

2. )  There  must  be  at  least  ten  AIS  members  in  the  local  society. 

3. )  The  date  of  the  society's  annual  election  of  officers  must  be  stated. 

4. )  The  society  must  participate  in  the  AIS  system  of  registration  and 

awards  and  must  adhere  to  AIS  show  rules. 

5. )  The  society  must  state  its  affiliation  with  AIS  on  show  schedules, 

publicity  releases,  including  when  possible  an  invitation  to  join  the 
AIS,  with  appropriate  membership  information. 

6. )  If  the  above  requirements  are  met,  societies  with  50%  of  their 

members  belonging  to  AIS  will  be  affiliated  without  charge.  If  a 
society  has  less  than  50%  AIS  membership,  there  will  be  an  affilia¬ 
tion  fee,  currently  $25. 

7. )  After  having  initially  qualified,  a  society  must  submit  annually  a  list 

of  its  officers  and  members  to  the  RVP  of  its  region,  who  will  verify 
AIS  membership  and  forward  it  to  the  Chairman  of  Affiliates. 
Failure  to  report  will  result  in  automatic  disqualification. 

Mrs.  Edward  Owen 
Chairman  of  Affiliates 


NOTICE  TO  AFFILIATES 

EXPIRATION  DATES  FOR  AFFILIATION 

Applications  approved  between  October  1st  through  March  31st 
will  have  expiration  date  of  January  1st. 

Applications  approved  between  April  1st  through 
September  30th  will  have  expiration  date  of  July  1st. 
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BLOOMIN'  R€M€MBRflNC€S 


Larry  Gaulter,  CA 

In  response  to  readers'  request  for  more  information  about  the  personalities  of 
hybridizers  and  in  commemoration  of  the  60th  year  of  the  American  Iris  Socie¬ 
ty ,  we  present  a  compendium  of  memoirs — both  published  and  contributed — of 
Larry  Gaul  ter. 

Mr.  Gaulter  received  the  Hybridizer's  Medal  in  1978  and  was  awarded 
the  Dykes  Memorial  Medal  in  1979  for  his  iris  Mary  Frances.  His  earlier 
awards  for  iris  achievements  and  his  contributions  to  the  establishment  of  the 
AIS  organization  as  it  is  today ,  are  too  numerous  to  list. 

Equally  important  is  the  warm  humor  that  pervades  his  memories  of  the 
heritage  of  the  organization  and  the  iris  greats.  Earlier ,  several  excerpts  were 
published  under  the  same  title.  Here ,  however ,  is  a  more  comprehensive  collec¬ 
tion  of  bloomin'  remembrances. 

Frances  and  I  bought  our  first  home  in  Chanute,  Kansas  in  1931:  little 
house,  big  lot  full  of  weeds.  In  the  midst  of  the  weeds,  a  growing  family 
and  a  depression,  Frances  and  the  nosy  neighbors  thought  I  ought  to 
upgrade  the  neighborhood  by  planting  some  vegetables  and  flowers.  A 
neighbor  forced  a  bushel  basket  of  irises  on  me. 

I  planted  a  row  of  irises,  a  row  of  potatoes  and  so  forth,  thinking  that, 
times  being  what  they  were,  everyone  and  every  plant  should  shift  for 
himself.  Nothing  grew  or  bloomed  but  the  irises,  and  I  decided  to  fill  the 
whole  yard  with  irises. 

That  same  spring,  I  read  an  ad  in  FLOWER  GROWER  Magazine  that 
Hill's  Iris  and  Peony  Farm  had  a  dozen  iris  plants  for  a  dollar.  We  drove  to 
La  Fontaine,  Kansas  and  found  the  garden  full  of  visitors.  After  selecting, 
I  expected  Mr.  Hill  to  dig  my  plants  at  once,  but  he  gently  explained  that 
they  would  be  shipped  after  the  bloom  season. 

We  became  constant  visitors  to  Hill's  and  I  was  invited  to  go  with  them 
for  their  annual  visit  to  the  Hans  and  Jacob  Sass  iris  plantings.  During 
those  yearly  visits,  I  met  most  of  the  iris  personalities  of  that  time,  in¬ 
cluding  Dave  Hall,  Orville  Fay,  Rholin  Cooley,  Agnes  and  Charles 
Whiting  and  others. 

Mr.  Hill  was  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar;  a  day  spent  with  him  could  be 
an  education  in  horticulture  or  any  number  of  other  subjects. 
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One  of  the  first  law  school  graduates  of  the  University  of  Kansas,  he 
was  a  cattle  buyer  for  the  army  during  WW  1  and  then  went  into  private 
law  practice.  For  many  years  he  bought  irises,  peonies,  hems  and  other 
plants  for  his  farm  on  the  Verdgres  River.  He  lost  his  hearing  completely 
and  gave  up  his  law  practice,  concentrating  on  the  farm.  For  some  years 
he  had  been  putting  out  a  catalogue  and  had  co-introduced  many  of  the 
Sass  introductions.  He  allowed  me  to  read  some  of  his  correspondence 
with  them,  with  iris  descriptions  and  bloodlines  going  back  to  1918. 


A  SCENE  FROM  AIS  HISTORY:  In  John  Ohl's  Gardens,  Wichita,  1948,  are  (l  to  r)  Larry  Gaulter, 
John  Ohl,  Henry  Schirnier,  Father  Kinnisila,  Agnes  Whiting,  Carl  Schirmtr. 


Recently  I  read  a  book  entitled,  THE  GREATEST  THING  THAT 
ALMOST  HAPPENED.  That  reminded  me  of  one  of  the  greatest  iris 
conventions  that  I  almost  attended,  held  in  the  Nebraska-Iowa  area  in 
1951.  By  then  I  had  moved  to  California,  and  I  sent  in  my  reservation 
well  in  advance.  Several  days  before  the  convention,  1  took  the  train  to 
Omaha,  registered  at  the  hotel  and  took  a  taxi  out  to  visit  Harry  Sass. 
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Agnes  Whiting  and  Harry  Randall  were  there,  but  the  convention  had 
been  postponed  due  to  cold,  rainy  weather  that  held  back  bloom!  Harry 
had  flown  over  from  England  to  be  the  guest  speaker  and  was,  of  course, 
enroute  when  they  tried  to  notify  him.  I  called  Carl  Schirmer  in  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  who  invited  me  to  come  see  his  garden  200  miles  south 
in  peak  bloom.  I  spent  several  days  there,  seeing  fine  bloom,  so  my  trip 
was  not  a  loss.  I  felt  sorry  for  Harry,  however. 

Harry  Randall  visited  America  and  American  iris  gardens  in  several 
later  trips.  He  was  a  keen  judge  of  irises,  quick  to  extol  the  merits  of 
some  and  just  as  quick  to  point  out  the  obvious  faults  of  others.  Some 
few  hybridizers  (including  me)  ask  for  constructive  criticism,  but  really 
want  constructive  praise. 

Walking  through  iris  plantings  with  Harry,  I  noticed  that  he  hardly 
glanced  at  the  flower;  his  primary  interest  was  the  branching  and  bud 
count.  He  particularly  admired  one  seedling  of  mine  with  branches  that 
branched.  It  had  good  flower  form,  but  dull  color,  and  I  had  been  using  it 
for  breeding  with  no  intention  of  introducing  it. 

He  asked  if  he  might  grow  it,  along  with  a  few  others  he  admired.  A 
few  years  later,  he  wrote  me  saying,  "Your  seedling  with  'branching  that 
branches'  has  three  blooms  open,  on  different  levels,  and  there  should  be 
another  bloom  open  in  time  for  the  Chelsea  Show."  He  said  that  he  had 
won  Best  of  Show  for  several  years  and  fully  expected  to  win  again  with 
this  one.  He  wrote  later  to  tell  me  that  it  had  not  won.  When  he  asked 
the  judges  why  not,  they  informed  him  that  it  had  too  much  branching! 
This  tells  me  that  one  can  overdo  anything! 


I  will  long  remember  the  Utah  convention  of  1954;  we  met  so  many 
interesting  hybridizers  for  the  first  time.  We  picked  up  Rose  Mitchell  in 
Berkeley.  Professor  Mitchell  had  just  passed  away  and  Rose  was  the 
RVP.  She'd  broken  her  leg  just  a  few  weeks  previously,  and  her  doctor 
had  forbidden  her  to  attempt  the  trip.  In  considerable  pain  and  on  crutches, 
she  did  anyway  and  had  nothing  but  good  humor  and  cheer  to  offer. 

In  Tell  Muhlestein's  frozen  garden  we  found  MISSION  STARLIGHT,  a 
very  ruffled  blue-white  with  blue  beards,  the  best  of  this  class  that  I  had 
seen  to  that  point.  We  learned  that  the  originator  was  Melba  Hamblen, 
who  lived  near  Salt  Lake  City  in  Roy,  Utah,  where  she  had  extensive 
plantings  and  good  lines  going. 

After  the  convention,  we  visited  Mission  Bell  Gardens  and  met  Melba 
and  Jim  Hamblen.  This  was  the  first  of  many  visits  to  their  garden.  Melba 
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pointed  out  some  of  her  crosses,  which  I  considered  too  wide  to  ever  get 
anywhere  unless  one  lived  to  be  a  hundred  or  more.  For  instance,  from 
HELEN  McGregor  x  pinks,  she  had  a  wide  range  of  interesting  combina¬ 
tions  of  colors,  with  a  generation  or  so. 

One  from  this  line  guested  at  the  1956  Convention  was  named  GLIT¬ 
TERING  AMBER,  and  I  was  very  taken  with  it.  Melba  let  me  take  home 
stamens  from  this  plant,  and  I  took  them  home  and  spread  the  pollen  as 
far  as  it  would  go.  From  GLITTERING  AMBER  X  GOLDEN  STAIRS,  I  bloomed 
a  yellow  registered  as  NOB  HILL,  which  Melba  introduced.  Another  cross 
with  the  same  pollen  was  GLITTERING  AMBER  X  MADEMOISELLE  (LAVANES- 
que  x  Pathfinder).  That  seed  pod  produced  Claudia  Rene,  Cape  Town 
and  BACCARAT.  Anyone  who  has  seen  these  varieties  can  see  what  a 
range  of  coloring  can  come  from  one  seed  pod. 

The  pollen  that  Melba  gave  me  was  the  start  of  my  bloodlines  in  colors 
that  I  have  linebred,  along  with  other  choices  from  her  garden  over  the 
past  twenty  years,  which  I  have  thought  compatible  with  my  crosses. 
Melba's  wide  crosses  showed  imagination,  of  which  I  had  very  little,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  she  has  a  special  dispensation  with  powers  unknown. 
I  intend  to  continue  taking  advantage  of  her  generosity. 

I  remember  one  visit  to  Mission  Bell  Garden,  as  we  were  about  to 
leave  for  home  in  time  to  get  a  motel  room  enroute.  She  wanted  us  to  see 
an  iris  from  MARGARET  ALBRIGHT  that  was  about  to  open  and  wouldn't. 
Jim  ran  an  extension  cord  from  the  barn  and  placed  a  150  watt  bulb, 
suspended  from  a  stepladder,  directly  over  the  bud.  We  waited  for  a  few 
hours  for  the  flower  to  unfurl  and  nothing  happened!  Finally,  at  dusk,  we 
had  to  leave.  We  were  too  late  to  get  a  motel  room  and  drove  until  we 
got  home  at  4  a.m.  As  a  souvenir,  we  had  a  good  color  slide  that  Frances 
took  of  us  all  gathered  around  the  bloomstalk,  with  its  ladder  and 
lightbulb,  our  blank  faces  staring  at  the  bud  that  wouldn't  open. 


At  that  same  convention,  in  the  beautiful  Fisher  Harris  Gardens,  my  at¬ 
tention  was  attracted  to  another  fine  iris  named  ALTAR  LIGHT.  When  I 
asked  whose  iris  this  was,  an  attractive  young  lady  standing  nearby 
responded  that  it  was  hers.  She  was  Opal  Brown  from  Walla  Walla, 
Washington.  From  then  on,  as  often  as  possible,  we  made  a  circular  trip 
during  bloom  season:  to  Oregon  for  the  Schreiner,  Tompkins,  DeForest 
and  Cooley  blooms;  from  there  to  Walla  Walla  to  visit  Tom  and  Opal 
Brown;  to  Wenatchee  to  Gordon  Plough's  plantings;  south  to  Utah  for 
the  Hamblen,  Muhlestein,  Peterson  and  other  gardens.  In  all,  we  covered 
about  3,500  miles  each  time. 
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Once,  when  we  arrived  in  Walla  Walla  after  dark,  Tom  insisted  that 
we  come  to  the  garden  at  once.  By  flashlight  we  saw  brilliant  colors  and 
exotic  blends  that  we  could  hardly  wait  to  see  again  by  daylight  the  next 
morning.  Opal  astounded  me,  as  had  Melba,  with  her  wild  crosses  and 
resulting  good  seedlings.  Her  imagination  and  magic  pay  off.  Having 
always  played  life's  game  close  to  my  vest,  I  have  little  of  either. 
However  that  may  be,  the  reason  I  am  so  rich  is  that  I  originally  inherited 
several  million  dollars,  which  I  shrewdly  ran  up  to  a  considerable  fortune. 


A  few  years  later,  I  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  Region  15  annual 
meeting.  In  the  afternoon,  before  the  evening  banquet  when  I  was  suppos¬ 
ed  to  confound  and  amaze  the  audience  with  my  knowledge  and  lo¬ 
quaciousness,  a  hundred  or  so  were  viewing  the  beautiful  plantings  at 
Melba  and  Jim's.  Among  them  was  Fisher  Harris. 

A  slightly  inebriated  person  walked  up  and  said  to  him,  "So!  You're  the 
great  and  famous  attorney  Fisher  Harris.  Cite  me  a  case!"  Now,  I'm  a 
miserable  speaker  and  I  know  it,  but  I  will  talk  about  irises  at  the  drop  of 
a  hat.  At  the  banquet,  I  started  off  by  mentioning  that  I  met  Frances  at  a 
dance  hall  where  I  was  playing  Dixieland  jazz,  and  Frances  won  a 
Charleston  contest.  The  same  inebriated  fellow  who  had  wanted  a  case 
cited  heckled  me  with  "What  songs  do  you  play?"  I  cited  some.  He 
countered,  "Well,  play  one!"  He  had  something.  I  hadn't  played  my  sax 
for  over  thirty  years,  but  I  bet  I  could  have  played  a  better  tune  on  that 
than  I  could  make  a  speech! 


(From  Mr.  Gaulter's  article  "As  1  Recall"  published  in  A1S  REGION  18 
BULLETIN ,  Vol.  17  -  No.  1,  Fall  1975)  During  that  season  (about 
1938— -Ed.),  Bob  Hill  and  I  left  our  hotel  room  very  early  and  went  out  to 
the  seedling  fields  immediately,  while  Mr.  Hill  and  the  Sasses  were  still 
eating  breakfast.  It  wasn't  long  until  we  discovered  the  first  bloom  of  the 
finest  blend  we  had  ever  seen. 

The  seedling  was  eventually  named  PRAIRIE  SUNSET,  and  the  following 
year  Dr.  Wilhelm  from  Chicago  offered  Hans  one  hundred  dollars  for  a 
plant  of  it,  the  year  of  introduction.  Dave  Hall  bought  three  stamens  for 
ten  dollars.  It  was  finally  introduced,  and  Hans  sold  26  plants  of  it  the  first 
year  (all  he  wanted  to  spare  at  the  time).  He  told  Mr.  Hill  that  they  made 
more  money  that  year  from  the  sale  of  PRAIRIE  SUNSET  than  they  did  from 
their  corn  crop.  This  was  during  the  depression  years,  you  must  remember. 
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Rholin  Cooley  told  me  that  the  second  year  after  its  introduction,  Hans 
had  only  a  few  plants  left  and  Rholin  offered  Hans  a  thousand  dollars  for 
the  stock  of  it.  Hans  studied  just  a  moment,  and  his  mild  voice  said,  "No,  I 
think  not." 


*  *  * 

(From  a  letter ,  September  3,  1979  to  AIS  Registrar  Key  Nelson)  For  in¬ 
stance,  did  you  know  that  Arthur  A.  Scott,  President  of  the  Scott  Paper 
Company,  helped  to  organize  AIS  and  was  the  treasurer  until  his  death? 
Did  you  know  that  Alfred  Kinsey  joined  AIS  in  1936?  His  mailing  ad¬ 
dress  was  the  University  of  Indiana,  and  he  was  a  member  until  his  death. 
Dr.  Kinsey  was  a  member  before  and  during  his  sex  studies,  so  he  must 
have  had  other  interests  than  sex!  Author  Rex  Stout  was  also  a  member 
of  AIS  for  many  years. 

- f- - 


MELBA  TRIUMPHS! 

Word  received  from  President  Leon  Wolford  just  as  this  issue 
went  to  press  indicated  that  Melba  Hamblen  has  been  awarded 
the  Foster  Memorial  Plaque. 

Mr.  Wolford  was  notified  by  Bryan  Dodsworth,  President  of 
the  British  Iris  Society,  that  Mrs.  Hamblen  was  selected  for  this 
award,  voted  annually  by  the  British  Iris  Society  to  one 
hybridizer  who  has  made  outstanding  contributions  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  genus  iris. 

Congratulations  to  one  of  the  American  Iris  Society's  most 
distinguished  and  congenial  hybridizers!  As  Mr.  Wolford  wrote, 
'Again,  congratulations,  Melba!  You  are  a  winner  in  every  area 
of  irising.  We  appreciate  you!!" 


GREAT  NEWS 

Word  received  from  Membership  Secretary,  Ronald  Mullin  in  August 
reports  that  AIS  Membership  has  now  passed  the  6,300  mark.  We  are 
continuing  to  grow  as  our  members  share  the  pleasures  of  irising  with 
gardeners  across  the  nation.  Such  news  adds  fresh  momentum  and  op¬ 
timism  to  the  AIS  Outlook  as  we  complete  our  60th  year  of  existence. 
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1980  IRIS  SEASON 
REVIEWED  IN  VIRGINIA 


F.  G.  Stephenson 


For  several  years  I  have  taped  comments  on  the  various  irises  seen  here 
at  Ingleside  Gardens  but  have  never  gotten  around  to  transcribing  them. 
This  year  I  have  kept  notes  and  have  them  in  better  form  so  will  make 
my  first  attempt  at  this  sort  of  thing. 

The  season  started  off  with  a  dazzling  display  of  SDBs.  Never  before 
have  I  had  so  nearly  100%  bloom  with  some  showing  as  many  as  12 
bloomstalks.  So  many  were  in  bloom  at  one  time  that  it  was  hard  to  pick 
a  favorite.  Keppel's  FINE  PRINT,  as  always,  put  on  a  fine  show.  It  never 
fails. 

Something  happened  to  the  IBs.  Looking  at  the  bed  one  would  have 
thought  that  they  were  late  blooming  SDBs.  All  were  extremely  short, 
but  bloom  was  excellent  with  SPACE  CADET,  (Moldovan  70)  and 
TURTLEDOVE,  (Moldovan  72)  sharing  honors  for  beauty.  My  first  inclina¬ 
tion  was  to  junk  all  my  remaining  IBs,  since  I  had  cut  back  drastically  last 
year  due  to  poor  performance.  They  may  still  go. 

Also  having  cut  back  drastically  on  BBs  two  years  ago,  I  am  inclined  to 
feel  that  it  was  not  drastic  enough  since  only  TWO  out  of  thirty  bloom¬ 
ed!  I  can't  imagine  why  as  they  have  always  done  beautifully. 

As  disappointing  as  the  IBs  and  BBs  were,  the  TB  bloom  made  up  for 
everything  as  it  was  the  best  in  years.  There  were  some  which  are  usually 
excellent  performers  that  just  sat  and  sulked.  I  wish  I  knew  why,  because, 
in  most  cases,  adjacent  plants  performed  to  perfection.  All  got  the  same 
care.  It  just  doesn't  make  sense!  I  had  an  unusually  high  no-bloom  on  my 
newly  planted  things  while  some  outdid  themselves.  Some  that  failed  to 
bloom  were  WELL  ENDOWED  (Ghio  79),  SUMPTIOUS  (Gatty  78),  BEVERLY 
Sills  (Hager  79),  BETTERMINT  (Ghio  79),  VIVACIOUS  (Boushay  77),  AR¬ 
TISTE  (Ghio  78),  Inheritance  (Babson  78)  and  Intuition  (Ghio  77).  The 
latter  two  have  produced  large  clumps  but  no  bloomstalks. 

Undoubtedly,  the  garden  honors  were  taken  by  FOOLISH  PLEASURE 
(Gaulter  77).  This  is  an  extremely  ruffled,  flaring  medium  lilac.  Each  stalk 
was  a  "show  stalk"  with  excellent  branching,  many  buds  and  long  lasting. 

Perhaps  the  most  disappointing  was  CRUSHED  VELVET  (Ghio  77).  The 
bloomstalks  were  unusually  tall  and  rather  weak.  Branching  was  high  and 
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poor.  The  flower  certainly  possessed  none  of  the  quality  of  “crushed 
velvet".  The  flowers  were  extremely  poor.  I  can't  imagine  Joe  introduc¬ 
ing  this. 

PATINA  (Keppel  78)  was,  by  far,  the  most  exciting,  being  a  greenish 
brown-tan  plicata.  VERY  DIFFERENT!  Branching  was  excellent;  three 
branches  and  a  spur  with  an  11  bud  count.  Almost  as  equally  exciting  was 
GENESIS  (Tompkins  77).  This  is  a  brilliant  butter-yellow  of  the  BRIDE'S 
HALO  type.  It  was  extremely  beautiful,  even  though  the  plant  was 
somewhat  damaged  by  an  early  freeze.  I  can  hardly  wait  to  see  this  one 
next  year. 

MAGNIFIQUE  (Ghio  76)  is  an  excellent  white  with  unusually  good 
substance.  There  were  many  stalks,  each  of  show  quality  with  three  and 
four  flowers  open. 

There  was  no  question  as  to  the  longest  lasting  flower.  MANISA  (Wall 
76)  is  a  deep  red  that  is  absolutely  fade-proof  and  spot-proof.  Each  flower 
lasts  four  days  and  endures  the  hottest  sun  without  a  trace  of  burn.  This  is 
truly  an  excellent  red. 

SNOW  Jade,  (Parker  76)  is  a  very  lovely  medium  to  large  white  with 
lots  of  green  influence.  Beards  are  pure  white;  branching  is  very  good. 
This  is  a  much  overlooked  white.  MANDOLIN  (Ghio  77)  is  a  very  large 
showy  golden  orange  with  firey  red  beards.  A  commanding  flower!  It 
tends  to  branch  a  bit  high  but  has  excellent  bud  count.  ACTRESS  (Keppel 
76)  is  a  clean  lilac  of  medium  size  flower  with  dusty  orange 
beards — somewhat  low-growing  but  with  excellent  branching. 

SPACE  Odessy  (Hager  78)  is  a  huge  spectacular  white  ground  plicata 
stitched  and  edged  lavender-blue,  extremely  clean  with  excellent  branch¬ 
ing  and  a  very  high  bud  count.  FLAREUP  (Ghio  77)  is  a  flaring  and  ruffled 
creamy  brown  with  brown  beards;  closed  standards,  good  branching 
with  good  bloom  progression  add  to  a  high  bud  count.  BUTT  ON  WILLOW 
(Roe  77)  has  much  green  influence!  Standards  are  a  very  light  lemon 
yellow  with  falls  of  a  very  bright  lemon-yellow;  lemon  beards.  This  is  a 
very  showy  plant,  although  inclined  to  be  rather  tall  with  fair  branching. 

BEAUTY  Crown  (Hamner  77)  a  real  Beauty!  Pale  peach-pink  stands 
with  ivory-peach  falls,  the  entire  flower  nicely  ruffled.  COFFEE  HOUSE 
(Ghio  77)  is  a  deep  ruffled  brown  self  with  golden  brown  beard  and  very 
good  branching,  although  branches  and  stems  tend  to  be  a  bit  weak, 
especially,  in  wet  weather.  It  does  not  fade. 

MIRROR  Image  (Hager  79)  looks  very  much  like  STEPPING  OUT.  Con¬ 
trary  to  hybridizers  information  this  iris  blooms  fairly  early.  It  has  good 
form  and  very  good  branching.  FAR  GALAXIES  (Hager  78)  is  a  white- 
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ground  plicata  stitched  deep  purple  with  very  litte  ground  showing. 
Flowers  are  large  and  showy  but  blooms  late,  just  opposite  hybridizer's 
description. 

SAN  ]OSE  (Ghio  77).  Tan  standards  with  falls  a  blend  of  tan  and  violet 
with  tan  beards,  a  very  impressive  and  clean  iris  with  good  growth 
habits.  CATHEDRAL  Windows  (Babson  77)  is  a  red  blend  with  blue  blazes 
and  dark  brown  beards.  This  is  a  rather  pleasing  flower  that  varies  in  col¬ 
or  from  garden  to  garden. 

WESTERN  Hostess,  (Babson  77)  got  a  lot  of  attention  from  garden 
visitors.  A  deeply  fluted  light  blue  self  with  pale  yellow  beards  on  show 
stalks,  it  offered  excellent  branching  and  was  long  lasting.  LADY 
LOVELORN  (K.  Mohr)  was  a  rather  so-so  iris  not  too  different  from  many 
in  this  color  class,  poor  branching  with  flowers  of  pale  blue  standards  and 
violet-purple  falls. 

PLAYGIRL  (Gatty  77)  blooms  in  luscious  pink  self  with  pink  beards,  plus 
good  branching  and  nicely  ruffled  flower.  A  very  good  pink.  GUYS  And 
DOLLS  (Varner  78)  is  not  too  exciting!  Stands  are  buff  and  falls  are  rose- 
violet  edged  buff.  Flowers  tend  to  be  small,  but  are  flared  and  ruffled 
with  very  good  branching.  WILD  WEST  (Ghio  79)  is  going  to  have  to 
prove  itself.  A  mahogany-brown  self  with  golden  brown  beards,  it  surely 
didn't  perform  well  here,  as  the  flower  fades  rapidly  and  the  stalk  has 
poor  branching. 

PACIFIC  Shores  (Babson  79)  has  standards  in  blue- white  and  falls, 
medium  blue-purple  edged  pale  blue  with  much  blue-white  veining.  A 
late  bloomer,  it  offers  good  brandling  and  bud  count.  Not  too  exciting! 
BlRTHSTONE  (Babson  78)  is  just  the  opposite  of  PACIFIC  SHORES.  This  is  an 
exciting  iris  with  lots  of  green  influence,  extremely  smooth  and  clean. 
Standards  are  pastel  greenish  ecru;  falls  are  white,  edged  color  of  stands. 
Beards  are  blue;  branching  and  bud  count,  excellent.  An  excellent  per¬ 
former. 

ORANGE  Punch  (Greenwood  79),  unfortunately,  is  one  of  those  plants 
that  didn't  do  well  but  did  provide  an  exciting  flower  which  was  ex¬ 
tremely  ruffled.  Standards  are  an  orange-buff  blend;  falls  are  orange  with 
red  beards.  Next  year  this  should  be  a  dazzler!  JEANNE  PRICE  (Jones  77),  a 
bright  yellow  self  with  lemon  beards,  was  one  of  the  nicest  yellows  in  the 
garden.  There  is  good  branching  and  long  lasting  flowers. 

HORNY  Lorrie  (Hager  78)  is  a  very  interesting  novelty!  It  is  an  orchid 
and  beige  blend  with  extremely  flaring  falls.  Yellow  beards  are  tipped 
with  sharp  white  horns.  No  wonder  it  took  Ben  5  years  to  decide  to  in¬ 
troduce  this!  YVONNE  B.  Burke  (Hager  77)  is  a  deep  purple  self  with 
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matching  beards,  a  bit  darker  than  NAVY  STRUT  which  it  resembles.  LOST 
IN  WONDER  (F.  Brown  75)  was  at  its  best  this  year.  A  most  attractive 
plant!  Flowers  have  ruffled  orange-buff  standards;  falls  are  pale  amber 
with  faint  orchid  blending,  bordered  antique  gold. 

In  retrospect  the  following  were  exceptionally  good.  DUSKY  EVENING 
(Schreiners  71)  produced  a  show  clump  for  the  very  first  time  in  the  six 
years  it  has  been  growing  in  the  garden.  It's  one  of  those  wierd  ones;  you 
either  like  it  or  you  don  t. 

Of  the  older  pinks  standing  out  were  VANITY  (Hager  75),  BLUSHING 
Deb  (Olson  74),  Cherished  (Corlew  74)  and  Princess  (Catty  72).  All 
were  good  but  VANITY,  to  me,  is  still  the  truest  pink  in  the  garden  and  the 
better  grower. 

Basic  Black  (Hager  71)  seems  to  be  the  blackest  with  BLACK  MARKET 
(Plough  74)  coming  in  second.  Alone  in  its  class  is  BROOKFLOWER 
(Schreiners  73).  This  one  has  been  a  good  producer  all  along;  it  just  never 
fails.  COSMOPOLITAN  (Hamblen  73)  has  always  been  a  good  grower  for 
me  even  though  it  has  proven  to  be  a  disappointment  in  many  areas.  In 
fact,  it  is  the  only  Hamblen  iris  that  grow§  consistently  well  for  me. 

Grand  Command  (Neubert  71)  and  Emma  Louisa  (Buckles  '69), 
each  having  light  orchid  standards  and  plum-purple  falls,  produced  spec¬ 
tacular  clumps  and  were  outstanding  examples  of  the  older  bi-colors.  E. 
L.  has  falls  nearer  plum-red  and  G.  C.  has  heavier  haft  markings. 

LOUISE  Watts  (Blocher  71)  is  still  one  of  the  more  outstandingly  con¬ 
sistent  blends  that  always  does  well. 

No  review  would  be  complete  without  comment  on  the  light  blues.  IN¬ 
DEPENDENCE  PASS  (Jefferies  74)  and  BLUE  REFLECTION  (Schreiners  74)  are 
consistently  good  but  I.  P.  almost  always  produces  "show  stalks";  I.  P 
comes  closest  to  my  ideal  for  a  truly  outstanding  iris. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  1980  has  been  the  most  consistent  bloom-year 
throughout  the  Roanoke  area.  The  earliest  bloom  seemed  to  be  in  the 
garden  of  Frances  Brown,  peaking  around  May  12  th.  Seldom  has  this 
garden  produced  such  an  abundance  of  quality  bloom.  My  garden, 
which  is  only  three  miles  away,  peaked  ten  days  later  with  an  abundance 
of  bloom.  In  Blacksburg  about  35  miles  away  and  several  hundred  feet 
higher,  the  Nelson  Price  garden  peaked  around  May  25  th  and  takes  all 
honors  for  quantity  and  quality  of  bloom.  Clumps  were  quite  large  with 
those  producing  ten  or  more  blooms  talks  being  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception.  All  the  plants  were  very  uniform  and  the  result  was  a  dazzle 
of  color. 
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The  garden  of  Lloyd  Zurbrigg  in  Radford,  viewed  in  the  rain,  had 
some  very  nice  seedlings  as  well  as  a  few  named  varieties.  The  most 
unusual  of  the  seedlings  being  N8-1.  This  was  a  huge  blue  flounced  iris 
which  he  will  introduce.  There  were  several  more  subtle  things  that  I 
liked,  but  the  rain  was  not  conducive  to  close  study.  Lloyd's  field  garden 
in  Dublin  covers  more  than  an  acre,  provided  a  veritable  sea  of  color. 
Many  seedlings  here  showed  promise,  especially  the  flounces.  Perhaps 
the  most  interesting  irises  growing  here  are  the  laevigatas.  Some  of  these 
were  extremely  exciting.  Time  did  not  allow  a  closer  study  of  these. 

In  winding  down,  sitting  here  beside  my  rock-garden  pool  and  water¬ 
fall,  I  would  be  remiss  in  not  mentioning  the  Siberians.  They  bloomed 
unusually  early  and  are  still  blooming  in  June.  The  Spurias  are  just  begin¬ 
ning  to  bloom  and  are  quite  excellent.  To  comment  on  these  would  con¬ 
sume  too  much  time.  Maybe  later! 

Already  I  am  looking  forward  to  next  year.  After  several  years  of  cut¬ 
ting  down  on  my  plantings,  I  may  resume  expanding  my  plantings,  as  my 
neighbor  has  offered  almost  unlimited  space  for  new  iris  beds.  She 
dislikes  mowing.  Since  Nelson  Price  will  have  hundreds  of  surplus 
rhizomes  I  may  move  some  of  these  here  and  divide  some  of  my  clumps. 
This  is  virgin  iris  soil  so  I  should  grow  some  very  nice  things. 

Until  next  year  then,  I'll  continue  to  dream! 


What  volcano?  Region  13  held  a  judges'  training  class  May  25  as  rain  came  and  ash  from  Mt.  St.  Helens 
fell  nearby. 
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WOOD  ASH-A  TRACE  ELEMENT  BONANZA! 

O.  M.  Otte,  PA 

O.  M.  "Morrie"  Otte  is  both  a  chemical  engineer  and  the  talented  Editor  of 
the  Region  3  Newsletter,  where  this  article  appeared  in  Spring,  1980.  We 
thank  him  for  sharing  this  impressive  information  with  A1S  members. 

The  most  common  question  regarding  proper  and  complete  fertiliza¬ 
tion  of  irises  (or  other  plants)  that  follows  a  soil  management  discussion  is 
— "How  do  I  determine  whether  my  garden  is  deficient  in  the  micro  or 
trace  mineral  nutrients?"  And  if  these  trace  nutrients  are  lacking,  "How 
can  I  overcome  some  of  these  vital  soil  requirements?" 

Without  extensive  and  very  expensive  soil  analysis  that  probes  far 
beyond  the  typical  commercial  laboratory  "soil  test",  the  average  iris 
grower  is  economically  excluded  from  the  solutions  to  his  trace  nutrient 
questions  or  soil  deficiency  problems. 

Cheer  up!  There  is  an  excellent  source  of  most  micro  nutrient  or  trace 
mineral  nutrients  readily  available  to  any  iris  grower  willing  to  exert  a 
minimum  amount  of  effort  (usually  at  no  expense)  in  locating  a  generous 
and  continuous  source  of  supply. 

What  is  this  mysterious  and  magical  free  source  of  such  sought  after 
and  essential  soil  ingredient?  Are  you  ready?  WOOD  ASH! 

My  parents  were  avid  gardeners,  and  from  my  earliest  experiences 
resulting  from  my  parents  encouraging  me  "to  have  my  very  own 
garden",  I  was  taught  the  value  of  wood  ash  in  encouraging  both  flowers 
and  vegetables  to  produce  a  better  yield.  So  for  over  forty  years  I  have 
been  using  wood  ash  successfully  on  everything  I  grew.  It  worked!  I 
never  completely  knew  why,  and  even  today,  I  still  intend  to  continue 
searching  for  additional  information  and  sources  of  these  little  discussed, 
but  vital,  nutrients. 

After  I  used  wood  ash  on  my  tall  bearded  iris  beds,  it  was  apparent  that 
those  iris  plants  that  got  a  "dose"  of  wood  ash  outperformed  the  clumps 
that  missed  out,  simply  because  my  supply  of  wood  ash  was  limited. 
Without  exception  every  color  classification  iris  show  ribbon  I  ever 
won  was  from  one  of  my  wood  ash  treated  iris  plants! 

Wood  ash  has  served  me  well.  My  neighbor  has  a  fireplace  and  also  a 
wood  burning  stove  in  his  basement  family  room.  At  my  urging  he  has 
applied  his  wood  ash  on  parts  of  his  vegetable  garden  (he  isn't  a  flower 
grower),  and  it  shows  a  dramatic  vegetable  crop  increase  in  the  sections 
of  his  garden  where  only  wood  ash  has  been  applied.  Let's  discuss  these 
"secret  ingredients". 
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Have  you  ever  noticed  as  you  strolled  through  the  woods  that  the 
violet  plants  are  larger,  the  blooms  are  taller  and  more  profuse,  and  the 
bloom  color  is  more  intense  when  this  particular  wild  violet  plant  is 
growing  nearby  to  where  some  hiker  or  camper  had  built  a  wood  fire  a 
year  or  two  ago?  The  other  violet  plants  are  growing  in  so-called  “rich 
woods  dirt".  You  may  have  noticed  these  same  superior  violet  plant 
characteristics  occur  in  a  plant  growing  in  the  residue  of  a  completely 
rotted  fallen  tree  or  tree  stump  that  may  have  died  25  or  more  years  ago. 

What  accounts  for  this  vast  time  differential,  when  it  is  obvious  that 
wood  in  some  way  was  somehow  the  source  of  the  superior  growth 
characteristics  noted  in  each  of  the  violet  plants  discussed? 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  by  burning  or  combustion  of  the  wood, 
organic  materials  are  rapidly  (minutes-hours)  converted  to  the  residual 
mineral  ash  solids  and  to  the  large  volume  of  volatile  liquids  and  gases 
that  escape  as  wood  smoke.  Complete  or  efficient  combustion  converts 
complex  organo-mineral  compounds  into  metallic  oxide  solids  that  are 
usually  relatively  soluble  in  water  and,  therefore,  are  readily  available  to 
the  plant.  These  wood  ash  solids  or  metal  oxides  are  highly-extremely 
alkaline,  pH-9.5,  and  readily  react  with  acidic  soil  ingredients  (if  present) 
to  perform  the  equivalent  soil  nutrilization  accomplished  by  ground 
limestone,  lime,  or  other  alkali  agent  application. 

Iris  growers  in  the  Southwest  can  still  benefit  from  applying  wood  ash 
to  gain  the  micro  mineral  nutrients,  but  they  must  take  note  of  the  addi¬ 
tional  wood  ash  alkalinity  effects  on  their  already  over-alkaline  soils. 
Acidic  commercial  fertilizers  tailored  to  soil  testing  recommendations  of¬ 
fer  the  southwestern  iris  grower  the  simplest  and  most  profitable  solution 
to  excessive  alkalinity.  I  have  gardened  in  the  Eastern,  Great  Lakes, 
Midwestern,  High  Plains,  Rocky  Mountain,  and  Southwestern  U.S.,  and 
wood  ash  has  provided  me  superior  plant  growth  wherever  I  have  used 
it. 

Superior  growth  from  wood  ash  you  say?  Now  where  am  I,  a  city 
dweller,  going  to  find  a  source  of  wood  ash?  What  kind  of  nonsense  is 
this? 

The  U.S.  Dept,  of  Energy  has  projected  9  million  wood  burning  stoves 
and  furnaces  to  be  in  use  throughout  the  U.S.  by  the  end  of  calendar 
1980!  In  addition,  there  are  wood  burning  fireplaces  (current  census  ques¬ 
tion),  Bar-B-Q  pits,  charcoal  grills,  and  in  the  Southwest,  the  hickory 
smoked  rib  restaurants.  In  some  areas  of  the  United  States,  home  in¬ 
cinerators  are  still  legal,  and  these  provide  ash  from  wood,  paper  egg¬ 
shells,  bones,  and  other  household  garbage.  With  a  minimum  effort  any 
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conscientious  iris  grower  can  locate  a  ready  source  of  wood  ash  close  by 
to  his  home  or  iris  garden.  Check  the  want  ads  for  firewood  sellers,  and 
follow  up  on  their  best  local  customers. 

If  you  find  you  have  a  choice,  you  should  choose  dry  wood  ash  from 
the  most  efficient  wood  burning  source  available.  This  will  avoid  apply¬ 
ing  higher  percentages  of  charcoal  or  other  unburned  organic  materials 
that  in  effect  dilute  the  applied  mineral  content.  Wood  ash  sources  listed 
in  the  order  of  decreasing  mineral  content  are:  (1)  Wood  burning  fur¬ 
naces,  (2)  Wood  burning  stoves  or  space  heaters,  (3)  Commercial  Bar-B-Q 
pits  (4)  Wood  burning  fireplaces  or  public  park  picnic  grills,  (5)  Home  in¬ 
cinerators,  (6)  Charcoal  grills.  This  list  is  not  meant  to  be  all  inclusive,  nor 
are  the  listings  necessarily  exact  in  every  case  since  the  real  criteria  of 
wood  ash  quality  is  the  actual  wood  burning  efficiency  of  the  burner. 
Cold,  dry  wood  ash  can  be  transported  and  stored  in  easily  carried  small, 
metal  garbage  cans  or  heavy  walled  plastic  bags. 

O.K.,  now  you  feel  like  'Tittle  Polly  Flanders  Playing  In  The  Cinders". 
You  have  a  bucket  of  wood  ash.  What  have  you  acquired  that  is 
unavailable  in  commercial  fertilizer?  Let's  see  if  we  can  discuss  it  and 
work  it  out  to  sensible  conclusions  together. 

SOURCE  OF  ANALYSIS  DATA 

First  of  all,  we  will  be  discussing  an  Emission  Spectrograph  Analysis  of 
typical  wood  ash  that  was  removed  from  my  own  high  efficiency  wood 
burning  furnace.  The  actual  analysis  work  was  done  at  a  multi-million 
dollar  laboratory  by  one  of  my  scientific  associates  (an  iris  growing 
friend)  using  very  sophisticated  laboratory  equipment  and  techniques. 
Hopefully,  additional  iris  grower-oriented  information  will  become 
available  from  several  other  planned  future  soil  conditioning  investiga¬ 
tions.  Regardless,  let's  move  on  with  the  discussion  of  wood  ash. 

In  order  to  emphasize  the  benefits  of  applying  wood  ash  obtained 
from  a  local  fire  wood  source,  we  better  follow  the  life  history  of  our 
discussion  sample  of  wood  ash  used  in  this  analysis. 

SOURCE  AND  LIFE  HISTORY  OF  THE  WOOD  ASH  SAMPLE 

Wild  cherry  wood  salvaged  from  the  tree  tops  of  commercial  logging 
operations  was  the  furnace  fuel  from  which  our  wood  ash  sample 
originated.  The  tree  growth  rings  easily  counted  in  the  stump  indicated 
about  60  years  of  regular,  healthy  growth  in  our  specimen  tree  that  grew 
in  a  mixed  timber  stand  of  oaks,  ash,  maple,  hickory,  and  scattered 
specimens  of  many  other  native  Pennsylvania  trees. 
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The  fact  that  the  wood  obtained  from  our  cherry  tree  grew  in  an  oak 
environment  is  important  in  this  sample  discussion  since  oak  leaves 
create  a  very  acid  soil  condition  with  acids  strong  enough  to  break  down 
the  existing  rocks,  shale,  and  red  clay  soil  in  which  our  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  wood  source  grew.  In  other  words,  our  wood  ash  sample 
benefitted  from  the  highly  acidic  growth  conditions  created  by  the  oak 
trees  that  actually  permitted  the  valuable  trace  minerals  to  be  released 
from  both  the  soil  and  the  subsoil  (in  a  water  soluble  form)  to  become 
available  through  the  root  system  of  our  healthy  60-year  old  prime 
timber  cherry  tree. 

We  stress  a  healthy  60-year  old  tree  since  this  excellent  timber  quality 
tree  was  obviously  getting  all  of  the  required  soil  nutrients  to  maintain  its 
rapid,  massive,  regular  growth  throughout  its  long  life. 

If  our  tree  age  estimate  of  60  years  is  fairly  accurate  (the  center  heart- 
wood  rings  were  not  counted),  our  water  soluble  supply  of  trace  ele¬ 
ment  nutrients  becomes  more  understandable  and  further  emphasizes  the 
real  high-dollar  value  of  wood  ash  as  a  concentrated  easily  applied  source 
of  almost  all  of  the  known,  required  plant  growth  nutrients  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  micro  mineral  or  trace  elements. 

We  emphasized  a  local  source  of  wood  ash.  An  Oklahoma  or  Califor¬ 
nia  iris  grower  will  hardly  seek  a  Pennsylvania  source  of  wood  ash. 
However,  as  another  example,  mature,  healthy  trees  from  a  specific 
Oklahoma  area  would  be  acclimated  to  the  local  soil,  moisture,  and  en¬ 
vironmental  conditions  of  its  particular  Oklahoma  growing  location.  Fire 
wood  from  this  Oklahoma  tree  would  provide  in  the  resulting  wood  ash 
a  concentrated  source  of  the  trace  mineral  elements  required  for  healthy, 
vigorous  iris  plant  growth  in  that  same  specific  geographical  section  of 
Oklahoma.  Please  remember  that  we  are  dealing  with  the  minor  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  major  fertilizer  nutrients  nitrogen,  phosphorous,  and  potash) 
or  trace  minerals  grower's  garden.  YOUR  local  source  wood  ash  that  was 
derived  from  local  healthy  mature  trees  should  provide  you  with  an  am¬ 
ple  supply  of  the  majority  of  all  trace  mineral  nutrients  required  for  you 
to  realize  healthier,  more  vigorous  iris  growth.  Wood  ash  from  weak, 
diseased  trees  may  be  partially  deficient. 

Remember,  wood  ash  from  healthy,  mature,  full-size  trees  (regardless 
of  tree  variety)  that  grew  near  to  (as  close  as  possible)  your  iris  bed  will 
match  your  iris  bed  requirements  as  closely  as  nature  can  manage.  The 
real  clincher  is  simply  this:  "For  a  reasonable  price  you  can't  get  anything 
better."  "Free"  wood  ash  (discounting  minimal  time,  travel,  and  effort) 
certainly  carries  the  right  price. 
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All  plants  and  trees  do  not  have  the  same  exact  trace  mineral  re¬ 
quirements  or  retention  ability.  Wood  ash  is  such  a  rich,  concentrated 
trace  element  source  that  your  iris  can  accept  whatever  they  require  and 
reject  the  unneeded  materials  or  surplus  through  their  root  system  pro¬ 
viding  you  do  not  kill  your  plants  with  the  intended  kindness  of  over  ap¬ 
plication.  As  with  any  fertilizer,  good  judgment  must  prevail. 

My  personal  wood  ash  use  experience  has  been  very  good  with  iris 
and  other  plants  when  a  one-quarter  inch  thick  layer  of  dry,  powdery 
wood  ash  is  applied  on  the  soil  surface  at  least  two  inches  away  from 
the  plant  stems  or  from  the  exposed  portion  of  the  iris  rhizomes. 
Wood  ash  applied  as  described  above  is  usually  dissolved  by  rain  and 
disappears  (except  for  the  charcoal  or  unburned  wood)  within  a  month  or 
two  of  application  by  which  time  I  have  usually  repeated  with  another 
application  as  described  provided  I  have  the  required  amount  of  wood 
ash.  I  suggest  that  if  your  supply  of  wood  ash  is  limited,  you  should 
preferentially  treat  your  pink,  red,  orange,  dark  blue,  or  purple  iris 
varieties  first.  More  on  blossom  color  effects  later. 

If  you  grow  iris  on  "faith"  and  have  applied  wood  ash  as  just  recom¬ 
mended,  what  have  you  just  done?  What  happened  to  the  promised 
sophisticated  analysis  data?  What  kind  of  potential  plant  benefits 
together  with  wood  ash  ingredients?  Why  not  buy  and  apply  the  com¬ 
mercial  fertilizers  as  recommended  by  the  typical  soil  testing  techniques 
since  the  report  was  written  to  cover  my  iris  bed? 

First  and  foremost,  you  should  "Feed  the  soil,  not  the  plant".  Consider 
"soil  testing  recommendations"  as  assuring  a  typical  basic  "balanced  diet" 
provided  that  the  report  recommendations  are  thoroughly  understood 
and  followed  while  using  good  common  sense.  Trace  element  feedings, 
including  the  micro  nutrient  content  of  wood  ash  applications,  can  be 
considered  as  "diet  supplements"  or  as  "plant  vitamin  and  mineral  pep 
pills". 

Example:  A  mature  oak,  maple,  cherry,  or  black  walnut  tree 
evaporates  1,000  gals,  of  water  a  day  when  in  full  leaf  (May  15  to  Oct.  13 
or  153  days  per  summer  in  this  western  Pa.  location).  If  we  ignore  all  bare 
tree  (no  leaves)  evaporation,  use  7  pounds  (low)  as  the  weight  of  a  gallon 
of  water,  150  full-leaf  days  per  summer,  and  use  only  the  last  25  summers 
of  tree  growth  (totally  ignoring  the  first  35  years  of  water  requirements  is 
very  conservative),  we  end  up  with  an  astounding  estimated  number  of 
pounds  of  water  required  during  the  estimated  life  of  this  specimen  tree: 
1,000  gals./day  x  7  lbs./gal.  x  150  days/summer  x  25  summers  of  mature 
size  evaporation  =  26  million  plus  pounds  of  root  absorbed  water 
even  by  our  most  conservative  calculation  assumptions. 
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Now  then,  if  a  trace  mineral  nutrient  was  present  in  the  growth  area 
soil  moisture  at  the  lowest  measured  concentration  of  only  one  part  by 
weight  in  a  million  parts,  then  the  tree  in  our  example  had  a  total 
lifetime  root  system  absorption  of  26  POUNDS  of  this  chemically  pure 
rare  nutrient  (1  PPM)  to  use,  convert,  store,  or  discard  by  discharging  the 
unneeded  excess  through  the  roots  in  order  to  maintain  its  healthy  60 
years  of  regular,  rapid  growth. 

Now  then,  here  are  the  wood  ash  analysis  results: 

ACTUAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WOOD  ASH: 

Sample — as  received  (typical  furnace  ash) 
pH-9.5— extremely  alkaline 

Ash— Weight  Percent  8 1 . 5 9  * 

Volatiles  &  combustibles— Weight  Percent  18.41** 

Sample— Weight  Percent  100.00 

**  Removed  by  holding  the  as-received  furnace  ash  at  1,000°F.  in  an 
oxygen  rich  atmosphere  for  24  hrs.  This  material  is  extracted  due  to 
the  temperature  and  complete  combustion  and  passes  off  in  gaseous 
form. 

*This  laboratory  ash  analysis  procedure  requires  preparation  of  a 
pure  ash  sample  material  (listed  as  Ash*)  for  use  in  the  Emission 
Spectrograph. 


This  Ash*  provided  the  following  data: 


EMMISSION  SPECTROGRAPHIC  DATA  ON  CHERRY  WOOD  ASH 

Metal  or 

Chemist's 

Weight 

Parts  per 

Nutrient 

Element 

Symbol 

Percent 

Million 

Classification 

Aluminum 

A1 

6.0# 

— 

Unknown 

Barium 

Ba 

— 

1,000 

Unknown 

Boron 

B 

— 

300 

Micro 

Calcium 

Ca 

1 0.0 

__ 

High 

Chromium 

Cr 

— 

600 

Unknown 

Cobalt 

Co 

_ 

Under  100 

Micro  (certain 
specific  groups  of 
plants) 

Copper 

Cu 

— 

40 

Micro 

Iron 

Fe 

2.0 

— 

Micro 

Lead 

Pb 

— 

Under  100 

Micro 

Magnesium 

Mg 

2.0 

— 

High 

Manganese 

Mn 

1.0 

— 

Micro 
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EMMISSION  SPECTROGRAPHIC  DATA  Cont'd. 

Metal  or  Chemist's  Weight  Parts  per  Nutrient 

Element_ Symbol  Percent  Million_ Classification 


Molybdenum 

Mo 

— 

? 

Detectable  only 
above  10  PPM 

Nickel 

Ni 

400 

Unknown 

Potassium 

K 

2.9 

— 

Massive 

Silicon 

Si  25.0# 

— 

Unknown 

Sodium 

Na 

0.9 

— 

Unknown 

Strontium 

Sr 

0.2 

— 

Unknown 

Titanium 

Ti 

1.0 

— 

Unknown 

Uranium 

U 

— 

Under  100 

Unknown 

Vanadium 

V 

— 

Under  100 

Unknown 

Zirconium 

Zr 

— 

100-1,000 

Unknown 

Conversion  Factor:  1  %  by 

weight  equals  10,000  PPM 

#Very  high-attributed  to  dirt  (clay)  on  bark  surfaces  of  field  cut, 
dragged,  unsplit  cherry  wood  fuel. 

The  "essential"  elements  currently  recognized  by  the  scientific  world 
as  vital  to  plant  growth  are  listed  and  defined  below  in  categories  of 
descending  quantitative  requirements.  Neither  quantity  nor  position  in 
these  tables  indicates  any  plant  requirement  preference  or  priority. 
EACH  ELEMENT  LISTED  IS  EQUALLY  IMPORTANT  FOR  ALL 
PLANT  GROWTH  AND  EACH  AND  EVERY  LISTED  ELEMENT  IS 
CATEGORIZED  AS  ESSENTIAL. 

ESSENTIAL  ELEMENT  REQUIREMENT  CLASSIFICATIONS 

Unlimited— Sources:  Air  and  Water 

Elements:  Hydrogen  (H)  Carbon  (C)  Oxygen  (O) 

Massive— Sources:  Soil,  Fertilizers  (usually  highest  tonnage  per  acre) 
Elements:  Nitrogen  (N)  Phosphorus  (P)  Potassium  (K)  or  Potash 
High  —Sources:  Soil,  Dolomitic  Limestone  (provides  Calcium  and  13% 
Magnesium),  Organic  Sulfur  (usually  less  tonnage  per 
acre  than  the  Massive  Category) 

Elements:  Calcium  (Ca)  Magnesium  (Mg)  Sulfur  (S) 

Trace  or  Micro— Sources:  Soil,  WOOD  ASH  (ounces  per  sq.  ft.) 
Elements:  Boron  (B)  Chlorine  (Cl)  Cobalt  (Co)  Copper  (Cu) 

Iron  (Fe)  Manganese  (Mn)  Molybdenum  (Mo)  Zinc  (Zn) 
Unknown— Science  has  not  determined  that  any  of  these  mineral 
elements  are  essential.  However,  these  scientists  forgot  to 
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tell  this  cherry  tree,  and  the  tree  alone  decided  these 
"unknowns"  were  worth  retaining.  For  all  "unknowns" 
listed  the  sole  known  source  was  wood  ash  from  typical 
dirty  wood. 

Unknowns  will  vary  with  geological  rock  structure;  soil  age, 
type,  source,  and  previous  conditioning  and  usage;  en¬ 
vironmental  influences  (volcanoes,  glaciers,  water  source 
and  drainage);  and  last,  but  not  least,  mankind's  industrial 
contamination. 

Studying  the  chart,  you  will  note  that  no  matter  how  hard  I  tout  wood 
ash,  some  essential  nutrients  are  totally  absent,  and  the  elements  are  not 
included  in  this  emission  spectrograph  data.  How  do  I  account  for  this, 
and  if  the  analysis  is  so  darn  accurate — why  didn't  this  tree  die  long  ago! 

My  wood  burning  furnace  combustion  temperatures  and  the 
laboratory  ashing  technique  required  for  the  Ash*  preparation  would 
have  volatilized  the  phosphorous,  sulfur,  chlorine,  fluorine,  and  zinc 
originally  contained  in  the  unburned  wood. 

Only  one  micro  nutrient  that  is  recognized  as  essential  to  healthy  plant 
growth  showed  up  as  unaccounted  for  or  missing  (less  than  10  PPM)  in 
our  sample,  namely,  Molybdenum,  symbol  Mo.  Since  the  amount  re¬ 
quired  is  known  to  be  very  low,  it  is  possible  that  the  tree  had  all  the 
molybdenum  it  required,  and  that  the  amount  fell  under  the  instrument's 
accurate  measuring  range  of  greater  than  10  PPM.  Under  10  PPM  data 
would  not  be  reported  because  of  this  known  instrument  limitation. 

All  in  all,  our  wood  ash  application  could  be  considered  as  a  health  in¬ 
surance  policy  (trace  elements)  on  a  plant  that  is  already  well  protected 
by  sufficient  typical  life  insurance  coverage  (commercial  fertilizer- 
nitrogen-phosphorus-potash). 

Fringe  benefits  may  accrue  to  the  user  of  wood  ash  in  blossom  color 
tones,  light  reflectivity,  fluorescent  color  range,  color  intensity,  color 
range,  and  resistance  of  the  flower  to  be  subject  to  sun  fading.  All  this  is 
subject  to  debate  and  to  intense  future  research  projects  needed  to 
establish  the  exact  blossom  color  contributors  and  chemical  re¬ 
quirements. 

Elements  Predominant  Chemical  Salt  Color 

Iron  Colors  some  flowers  pink  (white 

hydrangeas  turn  pink  with  application  of 
iron  sulfate.  Pink  is  red  added  to  white). 

Chromium  Salts  are  yellow-orange. 
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Elements 


Predominant  Chemical  Salt  Color 


Copper  Salts  are  green-blue  (blue  hydrangeas 

result  from  copper  sulfate  treatment). 

Manganese  Simple  salts  are  pink  while  some 

manganese  complexes  are  deep  purple. 

Nickel  Salts  are  green. 

All  colors  listed  above  are  for  sunlight.  Other  metals  and  mixed  metal 
salts  can  produce  a  full  spectrum  of  colors  in  sunlight.  These  salts  in  solu¬ 
tion  in  plant  blossom  cells  will  affect  color,  but  the  exact  effect  of  a  given 
amount  of  a  given  salt  or  compound  has  yet  to  be  scientifically  determin¬ 
ed.  Still,  an  old,  white,  washed-out  rose  turned  to  an  attractive  medium 
pink  with  no  care  other  than  with  regular  wood  ash  applications  in  my 
yard.  Similar  results  occurred  on  a  second  identical  bush  following 
chelated  iron  applications  made  by  my  neighbor's  wife  in  Denver.  (Soil  in 
Denver  is  iron  deficient). 

Several  knowledgable  iris  growers  (one  garden  judge)  vowed  that  one 
of  my  pink  iris  varieties  was  mislabeled  because  the  pink  blossom  color 
was  "too  intense"  compared  to  the  other  blooming  specimens  of  this 
same  iris  variety  seen  in  the  Pittsburgh  area.  At  the  time,  I  was  more  in¬ 
terested  in  winning  show  ribbons  than  in  disclosing  any  growing  secrets, 
so  I  made  no  comments.  (Do  you  believe  that?)  Additionally,  I  had  no 
data  on  hand  at  that  time  to  correlate  flower  success,  micro  nutrient  con¬ 
tent,  and  rhizome  increase  rates  to  wood  ash  application.  Two  years  of 
added,  fairly  successful  iris  growing  experience  plus  the  analysis  data  I 
have  presented  in  this  article  further  confirm  my  zeal  for  wood  ash. 


SUMMARY 

Applications  of  wood  ash  can  be  a  real  pep-tonic  for  "soil  sick"  iris 
plants.  If  your  irises  didn't  need  it,  there  is  no  harm  done,  but  if  those  iris 
plants  did  need  micro  nutrients— well,  then,  the  results  can  be  spec¬ 
tacular  and  oh,  so  rewarding! 

Do  you  really  think  that  you'll  feel  guilty  asking  some  wood  burner 
for  his  wood  ashes?  Then  Buy  'Em!  Pay  off  the  donor  with  a  1980  A.I.S. 
Membership! 

Author's  Note:  After  reading  this  wood  ash  article,  my  proof  reader 
asked: 

Question:  Why  can't  I  count  on  obtaining  the  required  trace  elements 
being  available  in  the  commercial  fertilizer  I  use  on  my  iris  instead  of  us¬ 
ing  wood  ash? 
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My  answer:  Commercial  fertilizers  may  contain  one  or  many  of  these 
trace  elements,  but  rarely  will  a  fertilizer  producer  list  the  included  trace 
element  content,  if  any,  on  his  commercial  fertizer  packages.  Federal 
restrictions  are  so  severe  on  advertising  claims  that  the  producer  ignores 
even  the  known  trace  element  claims  that  he  could  make  since  that 
would  require  a  constant  and  guaranteed  percentage  of  content  in  all 
batches  and  from  all  plant  sources.  To  comply  with  Federal  labeling  laws 
the  costs  of  testing  and  blending  would  overshadow  the  anticipated  addi¬ 
tional  revenue  that  a  manufacturer  could  anticipate  by  offering  a 
bonafide  "complete  plant  growth  fertilizer"  even  when  considering  a 
"premium  content"  price. 

When  considering  the  high  value  of  essential  trace  elements,  wood  ash 
becomes  equally  valuable  pound  per  pound  with  high  quality  commer¬ 
cial  fertilizers. 

After  this  discussion,  my  proof  reader  stated  this  information  was 
critical  and  should  be  inserted  in  the  article. 


(Morrie  Otte's  postscript  in  the  Region  3  BULLETIN  reflected  his  sense  of  humor) 
.  .1  WOOD  ASH  EVERY  POSSIBLE  PROSPECT  TO  JOIN  THE  A.I.S. . . 

RS/ORiTE^UESTS^EU^T® 

Rachel  Drumm  reports,  for  the  1980  Convention  Committee, 
that  312  different  varieties  received  votes  from  conventioneers  as 
Favorite  Guest  Irises  seen  in  Tulsa.  The  following  were  the  top 
vote-getters. 

Variety  Hybridizer  Votes  Received 


l.  Sunrise  Sunset 

B.  Williamson 

183  ! 

|  2.  Twist  Of  Fate 

C.  Palmer 

140  j 

•  3.  Mystique 

J.  Ghio 

119  ! 

|  4.  Gold  Burst 

D.  Palmer 

109  1 

»  5.  Lawrence  Welk 

H.  Danielson 

106  < 

|  6.  Ida  Red 

B.  Clark 

96  ! 

1  7.  Thick  &  Creamy 

J.  Weiler 

96  J 

i  8.  Haunting  Music 

W.  Moores 

91  ! 

|  9.  Michael  Paul 

W.  E.  Jones 

91  ; 

»  10.  Martha  Mia 

E.  Hunt 

88  ! 

|  11.  Shampoo 

V.  Messick 

87  ! 

*  12.  Genetic  Dancer 

H.  Danielson 

83  ; 

I  13.  Oklahoma  Bandit 

H.  Nichols 

8i  ; 

14.  Maumelle 

R.  Butler 

80 

'  15.  Mirror-Mirror 

J.  Gibson 

79 
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ANOTHER  SOGGY  SEASON 
or 

THE  HIGHS  AND  LOWS  OF  IT. 
Franklin  Carr,  NJ 


The  above  title  speaks  for  itself.  The  sub-title  has  two  meanings.  The 
first  meaning  is  to  weather  and  its  second  to  an  iris  grower's  spiritual 
level.  How  weather  affects  irises  and  an  iris  grower's  spirit  is  well  known. 

This  past  blooming  season  (at  peak  blossom)  Mother  Nature  gave  us  an 
exact  duplicate  of  last  year's  season.  Four  days  of  rainfall  and  high  winds, 
followed  by  high  humidity. 

Each  spring  there  are  record  highs  and  lows  set.  One  wonders  if  this  is 
going  to  be  normal  weather  for  this  area?  Is  it  possible  to  have  a  record 
set  for  extended  pleasant  weather? 

Following  are  a  few  "choice  readings"  of  the  past  several  seasons  in 
Central  New  Jersey  as  irises  began  to  bloom: 

May  11,  1978,  temperature  28  degrees  with  frost. 

May  20,  1978,  sunny  and  hot  temperatures  in  90's. 

May  3,  1979,  temperature  38  degrees  with  light  frost. 

May  8,  1979,  temperature  88  degrees  with  high  humidity. 

According  to  my  observations  such  shenanigans  have  been  going  on 
since  1963  when  on  May  1st  it  snowed! 

Though  the  winter  of  '79-80  was  considered  relatively  mild,  February 
presented  low  temperatures  in  the  20's  with  no  snow  cover.  March  (1st) 
came  in  like  a  lion  and  set  a  record  4  degrees  above  zero.  April  1st  saw 
snow.  No  Spring  weather  here  in  New  Jersey!  Record  low  temperature 
for  the  date  on  June  9th  1980 — 47  degrees. 

Either  a  low,  low  temperature  or  an  extreme  high  one.  No  moderate 
range. 

Isn't  it  enough  to  dampen  and  chill  one's  spirit? 

After  reviewing  these  records  of  drastic  weather  conditions,  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  sympathy  can  easily  go  out  to  convention;  tour  and  show  com¬ 
mittees  that  are  engaged  in  "pin-pointing"  "normal  blooming  dates". 
What  a  task  and  spiritual  drain! 

During  the  rainy  days  of  May,  1979  as  we  gazed  out  and  saw  soggy 
blossoms  our  spirits  were  lightened  by  news  from  Rome  and  Orleans. 
Our  "Serene  Highness"  bloomed  beautifully  in  the  Vatican  Gardens. 
Stalks  were  cut  and  placed  on  the  altar  of  the  Pope's  private  chapel.  The 
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Pope  remarked:  "How  beautiful!"  Also  we  received  a  medal  from  the 
horticultural  society  of  Orleans,  France  for  the  value  of  our  total  con¬ 
tribution  with  a  collection  of  seven  irises. 

During  the  rainy  days  of  this  past  May  as  we  gazed  out  and  saw  more 
soggy  blossoms  our  spirits  were  elevated  by  the  news  that  our  "Queen's 
Jubilee"  placed  fifth  in  Florence,  Italy  and  won  the  Louisa  Branch  award 
for  the  best  branched  iris  in  the  competition. 

With  all  the  depressing  elements  the  seasons  do  have  their  rewards. 

Let  us  all  hope  that  it  will  improve  for  coming  iris  years,  especially  for 
St.  Louis  in  1981. 


CORRECTIONS 

The  parentage  of  SUNRISE  SUNSET  included  in  a  garden  review  in  the 
July  1980  BULLETIN  was  incorrect.  The  iris  is  from  a  cross  of  LAUNCH¬ 
ING  Pad  x  Georgia  Girl. 

In  photo  credits  for  the  July  1980  issue,  the  picture  on  page  28,  upper 
right,  should  have  been  credited  to  George  Waters;  Leland  Welsh  was  the 
photographer  of  the  illustration  on  page  48,  upper  right  (not  28)  as  stated. 
Sorry;  that  was  2  too  much! 


DIRECTORY  NOTES 

The  most  recent  information  about  AIS  services  and  policies  may 
be  found  in  the  AIS  BULLETIN  issues  noted  below. 


Advertising  Rates . every  issue 

Affiliation  Requirements . October  1980 

Bulletin  Deadlines,  copy  and  ads  .  .  ..............  every  issue 

Communication  Information  . . p.  1,  every  issue 

Exhibition  Supplies  . . October  1980 

Library-Publications . every  issue 

Slide  Collection  Listing  . . p.  56,  July  1980 

Youth  Contest  Rules . October  1980 
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VARIETAL  COMMENTS 
FROM  TULSA 

BULLETIN  invited  1980  tour  garden  owners  to  review  irises  blooming 
there,  post-convention. 


What  You  Should  Have  Seen 

Ron  Mullin 

Mother  Nature  thought  it  would  be  a  good  idea  if  the  guest  irises  in 
the  1980  Convention  gardens  did  not  bloom  until  after  the  visitors  had 
gone,  but  she  did  put  on  a  majestic  display  for  those  of  us  who  were  so 
disappointed  by  her  earlier  lack  of  cooperation.  The  bloom  season  was 
long,  the  number  of  blossoms  was  overwhelming,  and  the  entire  season 
became  an  awesome  spectacle. 

We  were  dazzled  by  irises  which  are  so  different  that  they'll  not  be 
mistaken  for  something  else.  There  were  the  two  Gibson  fancy  plicatas, 
Queen  In  Calico  and  Rustic  Dance.  The  former  is  done  in  pink  and 
violet  and  the  latter  is  light  yellow  very  heavily  speckled  with  rust  color. 
DEANNA  Darcy  (J.  Meek)  is  an  orchid  pink  edged  on  the  falls  with  a 
deeper  shade  of  this  color.  Mary  Dunn's  MIDWAY  is  violet  and  white  and 
is  midway  between  a  plicata  and  a  self.  The  white  spots  appear  in  the 
stands  and  the  falls  of  this  well  branched  newcomer.  Sterling  Innerst 
could  not  have  chosen  a  more  perfect  name  for  his  MOUNTAIN  DEW.  It  is 
exactly  the  color  of  the  soft  drink. 

George  Shoop  has  a  wild  colored  flower  in  FANCY  TALES.  It  is  three 
distinct  colors!  The  stands  are  an  off  white  and  the  falls  are  brilliant 
orange  yellow  halfway  down,  with  the  remainder  of  the  falls  a  deep  pur¬ 
ple.  To  top  this  off,  there  are  tangerine  beards.  Startling!  LILAC  SWAN 
(Bennett  Jones)  has  deep  orchid  stands  over  white  falls.  The  contrast  is 
great  and  the  standard  coloring  is  like  no  other.  Joe  Ghio's  ARTISTE  has 
toasty  peach  standards  with  white  falls  edged  the  same  color  and  set  off 
by  a  bright  red  beard.  IRENE  NELSON  (Bennett  Jones)  set  herself  in  a  class 
of  elite  irises  this  year  with  the  contrast  in  color  she  displayed.  The  stan¬ 
dards  are  a  deep  lavender  purple  and  the  falls  are  a  light  lavender  edged 
in  the  deeper  color  and  contrasted  with  a  red  beard. 

58 


INTUITION  (Ghio)  was  magnificent  with  deep  blue  flowers  and  a 
brownish  beard.  The  branching  was  superb.  CHERRY  SMOKE  (D.  Meek)  is 
the  color  of  black  red  cherries  and  is  outstanding.  Shoop's  RlNGO  is  an 
amoena  in  grape  purple  with  the  falls  edged  white.  Jim  McWhirter  gave 
the  perfect  name  to  his  iris  BRANDY.  It  is  just  that  color  and  very  different 
from  anything  else  available.  The  heavily  ruffled  PREMONITION  (Ghio) 
has  light  blue  stands  with  a  flush  of  darker  blue  and  falls  of  deep  blue 
edged  in  lighter  blue;  it  was  very  floriferous  and  pretty. 

Blends  have  never  been  a  favorite  with  me,  but  that  was  before  I  saw 
some  of  the  outstanding  blended  colors  on  the  guest  plants  for  1980. 
Heading  the  list  is  probably  the  most  exquisitely  colored  iris  I  know 
about.  HEAVENLY  Harmony  (Hamblen)  may  not  grab  you  when  it  first 
opens,  but  when  the  violet  fades  to  a  soft  orchid  and  the  pink  blended  in¬ 
to  it  becomes  deeper,  it  becomes  hauntingly  beautiful.  SHEER  POETRY  (D. 
Palmer)  is  another  that  is  superb.  Perfectly  formed  flowers  of  caramel 
yellow  are  flushed  with  deeper  yellow,  tan,  and  lavender.  LILAC  FLAME 
(Hamblen)  is  probably  a  self,  but  the  perfect  blending  of  lilac  and  pink  in¬ 
to  one  unusual  shade  is  unequaled.  The  is  a  new  color  set  off  by  a  smoky 
red  beard.  Bob  Dunn's  FORBIDDEN  should  never  be  excluded  from  any 
garden.  This  blue-grey  blend  has  just  enough  green  tones  in  it  to  give  it  a 
special  color.  Great  branching  and  healthy  plants  assure  an  abundance  of 
easily  viewed,  different  flowers. 

Potential  show  winners  were  everywhere  in  the  gardens  this  spring, 
but  probably  nothing  surpassed  ANGELIC  LIGHT  (Ev.  Kegerise)  in  that 
area.  Every  stalk  showed  three  open  flowers  at  once  and  not  one  flower 
on  the  plant  interfered  with  any  other.  The  blue  white  perfection  of  each 
flower  would  have  swept  any  show.  COOL  RETREAT  (Plough)  would  have 
been  another  show  winner.  The  blue  stands  are  in  strong  contrast  to  the 
white  falls  on  this  one.  BRIDE'S  LACE  (Julander)  was  lacy  perfection  in 
white  with  a  bright  reddish  beard.  PACIFIC  MIST  (Schreiners)  joined  the 
parade  of  potential  show  winners.  The  light  medium  blue  flowers  also 
won  the  fragrance  contest  hands  down. 

BICENTENNIAL  (Ghio)  was  a  knockout  in  yellow  stands  and  white  falls 
edged  yellow  and  very  ruffled.  HEAVEN  HELPED  (Waltermire)  was  heavily 
substanced  magnificence  in  white  with  pink  beards.  SUPERSTITION 
(Schreiners)  won  the  contest  as  the  best  dark  colored  iris.  It  would  have 
been  a  show  bench  winner  too.  DUALTONE  (O.  Brown)  has  light  apricot 
standards  and  very  pale  lavender  falls.  CLEAR  VISION  (Carr)  has  light  blue 
buds  which  open  to  very  lacy  white  flowers.  The  contrast  of  bud  and 
flower  on  an  individual  stalk  is  a  pretty  sight.  LOVE  CHILD  (Knocke)  was  a 
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tall,  well  branched  plant  with  pink  orchid  stands  over  red  violet  falls. 
MIRRORED  Sky  (D.  Palmer)  is  perfection  in  light  blue — a  true  light  blue. 
LEMON  Lyric  (D.  Meek)  is  another  yellow  and  white  combination,  but 
the  yellow  veining  in  the  white  sets  this  one  apart.  All  season  I  admired 
Gatty 's  G31-1  with  heavily  substanced  flowers  of  white  set  off  by  a 
tangerine  beard  and  lace  galore.  It  is  now  named  SYMMETRY  and  is  cer¬ 
tainly  worthy  of  being  named.  Every  variety  listed  in  this  and  the 
previous  paragraph  was  of  the  three-open-at-once  group.  Each  would  set 
the  show  enthusiast's  heart  to  fluttering. 

For  those  who  want  long  lasting  garden  performance,  the  following 
are  some  you  won't  want  to  miss!  DREAM  AFFAIR:  (Gatty)  in  creamy 
yellow;  LEMON  Punch  (Gatty)  in  a  deeper  shade  of  yellow  than  DREAM 
Affair,-  Meadow  Rose  (O.  Brown)  in  rosy  tones;  Gold  Galore 
(Schreiners)  in  shades  of  deep,  non-fading  gold;  probably  the  first  of  this 
color  which  does  not  fade  in  Oklahoma  sunshine,  STAGE  DOOR  (Corlew) 
in  orchid  elegance,  GENEROSITY  (Keppel)  a  creamy  yellow,  almost 
amoena,  that  won  the  hearts  of  everyone  who  saw  it;  SAN  JOSE  (Ghio) 
caramel  and  violet  blend  that  gets  better  and  better  as  the  flower  ages 
and  CORAL  Strand  (Niswonger)  peachy  pink  amoena  that  blooms  and 
blooms  and  then  blooms  some  more. 

Others  which  don't  fit  exactly  into  the  above  categories  but  which  do 
deserve  recognition  were:  BEVERLY  SILLS  (Hager)  the  magnificent  pink 
that  is  flawless,  LACED  COTTON  (Schreiners)  blue  white  and  laced  beauty, 
INFERNO  (Schreiners)  the  red  that  CAN  and  DOES  grow  in  Oklahoma, 
RAVENHILL  (Carr)  outstanding  dark  violet,  FROSTY  JEWELS  (Burch)  pink 
and  pretty,  COFFEE  HOUSE  (Ghio)  brown  excellence,  VIOLET  CLASSIC 
(Zurbrigg)  violet  with  white  spray  pattern  on  hafts  and  falls,  CHIEF 
WAUKESHA  (Blodgett)  a  red  of  merit,  WILD  BERRY  (Hamner)  berry  col¬ 
ored  plicata  with  a  different  pattern  and  very  pretty,  WARM  EMBRACE  (P. 
Dyer)  delightful  pink  with  all  excellent  qualities,  (I'm  proud  to  have  sup¬ 
plied  its  name)  TARDE  (B.  Dunn)  the  darkest  flower  seen,  MALAYSIA 
(Ghio)  superbrown  that  gets  better  as  it  fades,  NORDIC  PRINCE  (Tams)  red 
violet  self,  MAGNIFIQUE  (Ghio)  chalk  white  with  tangerine  beard  and 
super  substance,  ISLE  OF  CAPRI  (Spahn)  peachy  orange,  WILD  WEST 
(Ghio)  deep  brown,  LlEBESTRAUN  (Spahn)  orange  pink  stands  with  lighter 
falls  centered  white,  MISTRESS  (Keppel)  the  newest  pink  plicata, 
JAMAICAN  Sunset  (D.  Mohr)  deep  gold  stands  and  violet  falls  with  gold 
hafts  and  rim,  LOVELY  KAY  (Hamblen)  flaring  deep  pink,  TROPIC  STAR 
(Shockey)  white  with  gold  hafts  and  beard,  VOLARE  (Corlew)  yellow, 
BLAZING  Saddles  (P.  Dyer)  smooth  variegata,  ORITAM  (Hoffmeister) 
lighter  toned  variegata,  and  MYSTIQUE  (Ghio)  neglecta  supreme  which 
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got  four  stars  in  every  category. 

My  favorite  seedling  of  the  year  was  Hamblen's  H 75 -103 A  an  amoena 
of  deep  pink  with  creamy  white  stands  flushed  on  the  ribs  with  deep 
pink.  Hamblen  also  had  the  SDB  that  was  my  favorite  of  the  new  things. 
APRICOT  Elf  has  excellent  form  and  is  a  pink  apricot  color  that  is  new  to 
the  SDBs.  Varner's  Ann  DASCH  was  my  favorite  Siberian.  The  mottled 
coloring  makes  this  one  really  special.  Chowning's  BRYCE  LEIGH  was  my 
choice  of  the  Louisianas  because  the  orchid  coloring  seems  so  unique  and 
is  so  beautiful.  Border  bearded  irises  had  a  hard  time  staying  in  class  this 
year.  My  favorite  was  Keppel's  DESPERADO.  This  is  a  multi-colored 
plicata  that  is  completely  different  from  anything  else.  Boushay's  IMPELL¬ 
ING  is  a  ruffled  orange  flushed  pink.  SOMETHING  SPECIAL  (Hager)  was 
pink  perfection  again  this  year.  The  IBs  were  in  full  bloom  for  the  con¬ 
vention,  and  I  agree  with  the  many  who  commented  that  Hamblen's 
RASPBERRY  Blush  stole  the  show.  Of  course,  the  iris  which  seemed 
closest  to  me  was  the  well  branched,  heavily  substanced  beauty  of  blue 
with  deeper  beard  from  Melba  Hamblen.  To  me  it  is  excellent  and  an  im¬ 
provement  of  the  almost  perfect  BLUE  LUSTER,  but  perhaps  I'm  prejudiced 
since  the  flower  is  named  RON. 

Already  I  can  think  of  super  flowers  which  were  omitted  such  as 
Moore's  DANTE'S  INFERNO,  Roderick's  COPPER  CLASSIC,  Muhlestein's 
Lovely  Lois,  Bill  Jones'  Stormy  Seas,  Bill  Bledsoe's  About  Time, 
Hamblen's  SUN  FIRE,  SILENT  MAJESTY,  and  BONNEVILLE  SURF,  Rudolph's 
Lemon  Crest  and  Thelma  Rudolph,  Mohr's  Valentine  Roses, 
Keppel's  Vivien,  Peterson's  SPANISH  HARLEM  and  Le  SEDNA,  and 
Plough's  LIVING  Desert,  but  the  article  has  to  stop  somewhere.  I'm  just 
sorry  you  were  not  here  to  enjoy  the  season.  Oklahoma  80!  was  great 
fun,  but  Oklahoma  Bloom  season  80!  was  really  spectacular. 


TALL  BEARDEDS  THAT  STARRED 

C  J.  and  Kitty  Lack 

When  our  garden  reached  full  bloom,  it  was  hard  to  select  the  best  tall 
bearded  irises,  but  we  will  name  a  few  that  we  found  outstanding.  Robert 
Dunn's  STYLELITE  certainly  goes  into  that  category.  Perry  Dyer's  SOFT 
SPOKEN  had  six  nice  bloom  stalks. 

Three  of  Joe  Ghio's  were  excellent.  COFFEE  HOUSE  had  five  very  large 
bloom  stalks;  PREMONITION  only  had  three  stalks,  but  we  both  liked  it; 
SAN  JOSE  offered  eight  very  large  stalks  that  really  made  a  show. 
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Jim  Gibson's  QUEEN  IN  CALICO  is  one  that  we  must  have  for  ourselves. 
If  is  so  different  and  colorful!  Melba  Hamblen's  SUNDAY  CHIMES  only 
had  one  stalk,  but  it  was  so  beautiful! 

We  enjoyed  Bernard  Hamner's  TROUSSEAU  LACE,  and  Mary  Herd's 
MISS  Kitty  had  lots  of  flowers  and  lasted  a  very  long  time.  Alva  Hicker- 
son's  seedling  73-11-1  really  outdid  itself  with  very  nice  stalks. 

Tom  Magee's  COLORADA  SUNSHINE  was  a  mound  of  bloom.  This  just 
says  "Sunshine!"  David  Mohr's  JAMACIAN  SUNSET  was  amazing;  what  a 
show!  Ken  Mohr's  SQUARE  DANCE  was  another  very  showy  one. 

We  give  high  marks  to  Cleo  Palmer's  FAIRY  ARTISTRY.  Dorothy 
Palmer's  Seedling  2776B  was  a  very  pretty  blue  with  blue  beards  on  very 
large  flowers.  We  fell  in  love  with  this  and  hope  she  introduces  it.  We 
also  like  her  SERENE  DUET  and  TENDER  THOUGHT. 

Gordon  Plough's  RAIN  COUNTRY  grows  on  one  and  offered  nine  stalks 
to  enjoy.  Elvan  Roderick's  RUFFLED  BALLET  was  delightful.  Schreiners 
GOLD  Galore  was  beautiful;  Inferno  was  one  of  the  best  reds.  Two 
other  Schreiner  irises  were  outstanding:  MASTER  TOUCH  and  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  LACE  Cotton.  We'd  never  seen  one  as  lacy  all  over  as  the  latter. 

Ken  Shaver's  CLAVERACK  was  excellent,  as  was  Howard  Shockey's 
TROPIC  Star.  The  late  William  Bledsoe's  SUGAR  TREE  has  been  very  good 
for  two  years. 

Mary  Louise  Dunderman's  DOLL  RIBBONS,  a  Miniature  Tall  Bearded, 
was  one  large  bouquet  and  very  pretty.  Two  of  Frank  Chowning's  Loui¬ 
siana  irises  were  excellent:  ANN  CHOWNING  and  GOLD  RESERVE. 

Ed. — In  other  discussions ,  The  Lacks  bemoaned  a  sad  fact  that  follows  con¬ 
ventions ,  when  hybridizers  send  instructions  on  disposal  of  the  guested  plants. 
"V\fe  know  the  sad  time  is  going  to  come  when  we  have  to  destroy  some  of  the 
seedlings  that  we've  fallen  in  love  with.  That's  life!" 


In  a  letter  accompanying  her  post-convention  iris  comments,  Jaymie 
Heathcock  reflected  upon  the  convention,  later  guest-iris-digging,  and 
preparation  for  the  local  Tulsa  rhizome  sale  and  wrote.  .  .  "One  of  my 
neighbors  wanted  to  know  why  we  knocked  ourselves  out  to  do  all  this. 
(I  think  she  had  already  decided  we  are  all  a  bit  touched.)  It  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  explain  adequately  what  a  joy  it  was  to  have  all  these  new  things 
to  see  and  enjoy.  It  was  exciting  to  see  what  was  new  each  morning — and 
what  new  surprise  might  be  opening  for  the  first  time  in  Tulsa.  It  was 
work;  it  was  worry;  it  was  exciting;  it  was  a  joy — and  much  fun  was  had 
by  all!" 
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Philbrook  Art  Center's 
Post-Convention  Bloom 


Dr.  Henry  C.  Mohr,  KY 

We  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  stay  over  in  Tulsa  for  three  days 
following  the  convention  to  enjoy  the  iris  flowering  as  it  approached  its 
peak. 

At  Philbrook  Art  Center,  Sunday's  bloom  showed  Ken  Mohr's  TB 
BOARDWALK  with  three  show  stalks,  each  having  three  open  flowers.  It  is 
a  tall  neglecta,  well-ruffled  and  floriferous. 

WARM  Embrace  (Perry  Dyer)  is  a  deep  pink  color  with  lots  of  ruffling 
and  lace  on  strong  stalks  of  top  quality.  MISS  PERSONALITY  (Sexton)  has 
snow-white  standards  with  delicate  blue  washing  over  the  surface  of  the 
falls:  Excellent!  WINGS  OF  DREAMS  (Woodside)  is  a  much  underrated  iris 
which  put  on  a  real  show,  unfortunately  after  the  Convention. 

HOMECOMING  Queen  (Sexton)  is  a  sensational  toasted  melon  color 
with  a  deep  orange  beard  and  lacy,  well-formed  flowers.  STYLELITE  (R. 
Dunn)  is  a  flaring  paper-white  with  yellow  beard.  Tall  stalks  are  well 
branched.  FULL  CRY  (Varner)  has  clear  yellow  standards  and  violet  falls 
bordered  brown;  it  is  well-branched  and  attractive!  FLAREUP  (Ghio)  is  a 
tall,  well-branched  brown,  lacy  with  yellow  hafts  and  gold  beard. 

The  weather  on  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  was  excellent.  Warm 
temperatures  (in  the  80°s)  brought  the  flowers  out  quickly.  Many  visitors 
continued  to  visit  Philbrook  and  peak  bloom  was  probably  Wednesday 
or  Thursday,  May  7  or  8. 


Rhodeside  Comments 

Burdella  Rhodes 

Some  of  the  outstanding  irises  that  bloomed  after  the  1980  AIS  con¬ 
vention  at  the  Rhodeside  Garden  that  were  admired  by  visitors  included 
SUPERSTITION  (Schreiners  '77)  a  very  dark  maroon  black  iris  and  BY 
NIGHT  (Schreiners  76)  a  dark  violet  black  iris.  MOUNTAIN  DEW  (Innerst) 
lived  up  to  its  name,  and  the  color  is  just  like  the  drink,  a  very  pretty 
green. 

Several  pink  irises  that  were  admired  were  INSTANT  LOVE  (Hamblen 
77),  Story  Book  (Corlew  '80),  Warm  Embrace  (P.  Dyer  '80), 
CHANTEUSE  (Gatty  '80)  and  SATIN  GOWN  (Gatty  78).  RAIN  COUNTRY 
(Plough  79),  a  violet  iris  with  178  darker  edging  around  the  falls,  very 
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pretty.  BEL  CANTO  (Hager  '80),  a  lavender  iris;  LEDA'S  LOVER  (Hager  '80), 
a  ruffled  white  with  pale  yellow  beards  and  IGLOO  (Hager  78),  a  blue 
white  iris  with  pale  yellow  beards,  appealed.  SKY  JACK  (Nelson  79)  has 
large  light  blue  standards  and  darker  blue  falls,  blue  beards.  BARELY  BLUE 
(Kergerise  79)  is  a  nice  light  blue  self  with  a  white  beard.  MASTER 
DESIGNER  (Boushay  79)  is  a  lilac  with  light  orange  coloring  at  the  half, 
orange  beards.  HOMECOMING  QUEEN  (Sexton  78)  is  a  beautiful  ruffled 
peach  iris  with  orange  beards.  LATITUDE  (Nelson  '80),  a  light  blue  self, 
and  RIVER  Patrol  (Stahly  78),  a  violet  blue,  were  both  well  liked.  AR¬ 
TISTE  (Ghio  78)  has  brandy  peach  standards  with  white  falls  boarded  with 
the  brandy  peach,  red  beards  and  CREME  De  CREME  (Ghio  '80)  is  a  warm 
white  and  yellow  iris. 

Two  browns  of  Ghio's  that  were  liked  were  COFFEE  HOUSE  (Ghio  '77) 
and  WILD  West  (Ghio  79).  PATINA  (Keppel  78),  a  beautiful  brown 
plicata,  was  very  much  liked  as  was  COSMIC  LADY  (Keppel  '80)  a  mimosa 
yellow  lavender  and  tan  blend.  MARY  OF  MAGADALA  (Hunt  '77  AR)  a 
red-violet  iris  with  the  falls  more  of  a  reddish  gray  was  very  pretty  dur¬ 
ing  the  convention  and  a  week  after.  CAPITALITE  (R.  Dunn  78),  a  cream 
color  with  brown  plicata  markings,  on  falls  and  M75-544A  (M.  Dunn) 
were  almost  the  same,  the  latter  with  lighter  brown  plicata  markings. 
WILD  Berry  (Hamner  78)  is  a  beautiful  mulberry  plicata.  Another  plicata 
that  was  liked  was  #1-111  (D.  Mohr),  a  red  plicata  with  yellow  on  the 
underneath  side  of  the  falls.  #23-76  (Niswonger),  a  light  blue  iris  with  a 
blue  beard,  and  #660-20  (Innerst),  another  blue  iris  with  a  blue 
beard, were  appealing.  OXBLOOD  GEM  (Rendenbo  78),  is  a  good  red  iris 
with  an  orange  beard. 

GOLD  Trimmings  (Schreiners  75)  a  yellow  with  white  in  the  center  of 
the  falls,  gold  beard,  is  still  very  much  liked.  LEMON  PUNCH  (Gatty  79),  a 
beautiful  yellow,  and  LEMON  GLITTER  (D.  Palmer  78),  a  ruffled  white  and 
lemon,  were  both  well  liked.  ORITAM  (Hoffmeister  '77)  has  yellow- 
orange  standards  and  red-brown  falls.  FAR  GALAXIES  (Babson  78)  is  a 
beautiful  white  and  purple  plicata.  BRIGHT  OUTLOOK  (D.  Palmer  79),  a 
ruffled  medium  yellow  self,  and  TENDER  THOUGHT  (D.  Palmer  76),  a 
laced  raspberry  self,  were  both  admired. 

Three  BBs  that  were  liked  were  SHAZAM  (Ensminger),  a  blend  of  lilac- 
purple  markings  with  no  two  irises  marked  the  same,  SOFT  SPOKEN  (P. 
Dyer  '80),  a  light  lilac  with  lightly  ruffled  falls,  and  GlLLIGAN 
(Cromwell), a  brown  iris. 

Some  of  the  Siberians  that  were  popular  were  DARK  DESIRE  (Varner 
74)  and  V-777  (Varner);  both  have  very  large  violet  flowers.  BUTTER  AND 
SUGAR  (McEwen  '77)  has  white  standards  and  yellow  falls,  and  STAR 
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CLUSTER  (Hager  78),  another  with  white  standards  and  yellow  falls,  are 
both  very  pretty.  SPARKLE  (Hager  78)  was  popular  with  its  pale  mauve 
standards  and  paler  mauve  falls,  veined  darker  mauve,  and  gold  signals. 

Louisanas  that  were  admired  were  ANN  CHOWNING  (Chowning  '77),  a 
current  red  self  with  a  brillian  gold  signal,  and  HARLAND  K.  RILEY 
(McMillan  74),  a  yellow  iris  with  brown  veining.  ALIBI  (McMillan  76),  a 
blue  white  iris  fading  to  a  pure  white  was  nice,  as  was  THIS  I  LOVE 
(Chowning  76),  a  rose-pink  self  with  gold  signals. 


More  Post-Convention  Stars  Listed 

Jaymie  Heathcock,  OK 

Jaymie  was  among  the  1980  Convention  garden  hosts  who  responded  to  our 
pleas  for  news  of  the  tall  bearded  varieties  that  bloomed  too  late  to  be  seen  on 
tour.  Listed  alphabetically  by  hybridizer,  her  comments,  she  reports,  also  reflect 
the  opinions  of  both  irisarians  and  general  visitors  who  came  to  her  garden 
later.  She  adds  that  all  of  the  outstanding  varieties  listed  had  good  branching, 
bud  count  and  general  growth. 

Boushay:  MASTER  DESIGNER— violet  with  lighter  center,  coral  pink 
beards,  and  ruffles 

JUBIL  HEART— creamy  peach  pink  blend,  quite  eye¬ 
catching  color 

Burger:  TIMELY  TREASURE— lacy  pinkish  orchid 

DREAM  Romance — deeper  orchid  and  lace,  both  with  red 
beards 

Corlew:  STORYBOOK — really  pink,  with  falls  that  stand  o-u-t!, 
edged  with  lace,  like  a  little  girl's  party  dress 
ACCLAMATION— stately  bright  yellow 
FIRST  Blush— much  paler  peach/cream/pink,  made  a 
beautiful  clump 

Dyer:  PRIDE  OF  OKLAHOMA— good  dark  smooth  non-fading 
red;  on  one  bloomstalk,  for  instance,  the  first  bloom  open¬ 
ed  day  after  convention  (naturally),  last  bloom  closed 
Memorial  Day;  with  this  performance,  everyone  got  to 
see  it. 

WARM  Embrace— even  on  first  year  bloom,  this  was  a 
favorite,  a  clump  is  a  show-stopper,  a  good  smooth  pink 
C-9  A  new  talent  waiting  in  the  wings;  most  people 
compared  this  with  BEVERLY  SILLS,  which  was  blooming 
same  time,  close  by;  same  good  light  pink  coloring,  ruffles, 
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Gatty: 


Ghio: 


Gibson: 

Hager: 


Hamblen: 

Hamner: 

Jones: 

Kegerise: 

McWhirter: 

Michel: 
K.  Mohr: 

Palmer: 


style,  and  personality.  (Just  found  out  this  will  be  named 
Triple  Crown— good  name!) 

LEMON  Punch — good  clear  ruffled  lemon  yellow, 

F71-3 — a  pale  pink,  slight  bluish  cast,  bright  coral  beard, 
with  lighter  spot  under  beard — two  confections  side  by 
side 

SAN  JOSE — that  blue  blaze  on  the  brown  falls  got  most 
viewers 

COFFEE  House — most  people  like  the  browns,  and  they 
did  like  this 

CREME  De  Creme — my  favorite  of  his  guests,  white  with 
gold  touches,  late — but  that  way  it  could  be  enjoyed  more 
Blue  Staccato  and  Rancho  Rose  performed  and  were 
liked  best  of  his  things 

BEVERLY  Sills — well,  what  do  you  say  that  hasn't  already 
been  said!!!  Like  the  lady,  she  gives  an  excellent  perfor¬ 
mance,  captivates  her  audience,  and  makes  you  wish  for 
encores! 

IGLOO — big  blocky  ruffled  white — held  its  own  next  to 
"Bubbles." 

MIRROR  Image — a  "wow"  from  across  the  yard,  clean 

clean  dark  purple  plic 

INSTANT  Love— ruffled  lacy  pink 

EVENING  Echo — dark  blue  beards  set  off  the  pale  blue, 
both  well  named 

Heather  Blush— pink/violet  blend,  was  one  of  the  first 

stops  for  most  people 

TREVI  FOUNTAIN — nice  creamy  peach 

BARELY  Blue — just  as  it  says,  was  a  late  blooming  beautiful 

clump 

WEDDING  Party — medium  orchid,  frothy  with  lace,  a 
favorite 

BRANDY — everyone  stopped  for  this  one;  if  brandies  have 
vintage  years,  this  must  have  been  a  very  good  year! 

Tres  Elegante— a  pale  lavender  child  of  GRAND  W\LTZ, 
and  for  me  a  better  grower,  lace  and  more  lace 
CELESTIAL  Ballet— white  with  the  palest  touch  of  blue  in 
the  throat 

Sunshine  Express— an  eye-catching  ruffled  yellow  self, 
bright 

MIRRORED  Sky — perfectly  named  ruffled  light  blue 
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Palmer: 

Roderick: 

Shoop: 

Schreiners: 

Waltermire: 

Weiler: 


SHEER  Poetry — hard  to  describe,  a  hit  both  years  here  in 
my  garden,  buff  with  orchid  touches  and  ruffles,  it  has 
"zazzle" 

PLEATED  Gown — exactly,  in  yellow,  and  charming 
Erlene  RlCHESON— peachy  pink  and  appealing 
RlNGO — this  one  you  saw  from  across  the  yard,  purple 
amoena,  white  edged  falls  and  ruffles 
Storm  Center/By  Night/Superstition— they  all  like  the 
dark  ones 

CW 74-17  (pink)  and  CW77-1  (blue) — from  a  new  Region 
22  hybridizer;  she  had  several  nice  things  guested  at  this 
convention  and  will  be  interesting  to  watch 
FRESNO  Calypso — bright,  bright  orange  that  you  couldn't 
miss 


INTERNATIONAL  SMALL  IRIS  COMPETITION 

The  grapevine  informs  us  that  Franz  Kurzmann  is  retiring  from  the 
competition  in  Vienna,  but  what  this  means  for  the  competition,  we  have 
not  been  informed.  In  the  meantime,  rules  for  the  new  international  com¬ 
petition  have  been  put  together  by  the  committee  of  Hooker  Nichols, 
Gus  Sindt  and  Jim  Fry,  and  are  presented  in  the  summer  MEDIANITE. 
This  seems  a  golden  opportunity  for  all  breeders  of  small  bearded  irises. 
For  further  information,  consult  Hooker  Nichols,  Box  702,  Woodward, 
OK  73801. 


Marion  Ackerman  1900-1980 

Marion  Ackerman  passed  away  February  12th.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  Jay,  and  a  daughter,  Marjorie  Thrum.  Marion  and 
Jay  celebrated  their  53rd  wedding  anniversary  last  year.  Marion 
was  a  lovely  lady  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  she  liked  and  en¬ 
joyed  people.  From  1954  on,  she  attended  seventeen  national  con¬ 
ventions  and  came  with  Jay  to  several  fall  Board  meetings.  Irisarians 
will  fondly  remember  the  pleasures  of  visiting  with  Marion,  her 
lively  intellect  and  ready  wit.  She  was  always  kind,  thoughful, 
generous  in  her  encouragement,  and  especially  to  young  members 
in  the  Society.  Some  people  are  special.  Marion  was  very  special. 

Carol  Ramsey 
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AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 
SHOW  SUPPLIES 


The  official  show  supplies  of  the  American  Iris  Society  are  available 
for  all  shows  after  approval  of  the  show  schedule  by  the  Exhibitions 
Chairman.  No  orders  for  supplies  will  be  shipped  prior  to  this  approval. 
For  best  service,  secure  approval  and  order  supplies  at  least  two  months 
prior  to  the  proposed  show  date.  Supplies  will  be  shipped  by  United 
Parcel  Service  whenever  possible.  If  you  use  a  Post  Office  Box  or  Rural 
Route  address,  include  phone  number  and/or  street  location  to  insure 
prompt  delivery  of  your  package.  Prices  listed  include  postage  and  handl¬ 
ing.  Any  money  sent  for  postage  will  be  considered  a  donation  to  the 
AIS.  Make  all  checks  payable  to  the  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY. 

Entry  Tags.  (250  per  pack)  $5.50  per  pack 

Clerk's  Reports.  For  recording  winners  in  each  Class, 

Group  or  Section.  Specify  if  for  Classified  Show  or 
Cultivar  Show  (new).  (50  sheets  per  pad)  $2.00  per  pad 

Award  Ribbons.  2"  x  8".  Imprinted  with  AIS  Seal  and 
Premium  Award.  Blue,  first;  Red,  second;'White,  third; 

Pink,  Honorable  Mention.  (20  per  pack)  $4.50  per  pack 

Award  Ribbons.  1  1/2"  x  6".  Similar  to  above,  except 
smaller.  Good  for  Median  and  Dwarf  Shows. 

(20  per  pack)  $3.75  per  pack 

Large  Rosettes.  Three  streamers  2"  x  10".  AIS  Seal 
on  middle  streamer,  American  Iris  Society  on  one  outside 
streamer  and  the  other  outside  streamer  imprinted. 


Best  Specimen  of  Show  $1.75  each 

Best  Seedling  of  Show  $1.75  each 

Best  Arrangement  of  Show  $1.75  each 

Horticultural  Sweepstakes  $1.75  each 

Artistic  Sweepstakes  $1.75  each 


Section  Rosettes.  Two  streamers  2"  x  10".  American  Iris 
Society  on  one  streamer  and  the  other  imprinted  Best 
Specimen  in  Section.  $1.25  each 

Small  Rosettes.  May  be  awarded  for  Best  of  Group  or  for 
any  special  award.  Two  streamers  1  1/2"  x  8".  American 
Iris  Society  on  one  streamer  and  the  other  imprinted. 

Special  Award,  Horticulture  Division  $1.15  each 

Special  Award,  Artistic  Division  $1.15  each 


68 


Youth  Division  Rosettes.  Two  streamers  1  1/2"  x  8".  American 
Iris  Society  on  one  streamer  and  the  other  imprinted. 

Best  Specimen,  Youth  Division  $1.15  each 

Best  Arrangement,  Youth  Division  $1.15  each 

Horticultural  Sweepstakes,  Youth  Division  $1.15  each 

Artistic  Sweepstakes,  Youth  Division  $1.15  each 

AIS  Seal  Stamps.  Oval  shape,  slightly  larger  than  a  half 
dollar.  Official  AIS  Seal  on  silver  ground.  Offered  again 
after  being  unavailable  for  some  time. 

(5  0  per  pack)  $2.50  per  pack 

5  packs  for  $10.00 

Seedling  Ballots  (1980  Revision).  For  voting  the  Exhibition 
Certificate.  One  should  be  given  to  each  AIS  Judge  visiting 
the  Show.  Please  destroy  stock  of  previous  revisions  and 
re-order  as  needed.  No  Charge 

Invitation  to  join  the  American  Iris  Society.  Give  to 
prospective  members  visiting  the  Show.  No  Charge 

Silver  and  Bronze  Medals.  Not  engraved.  One  Silver  and 
one  Bronze  Medal  per  calendar  year  will  be  supplied  without 
cost  for  any  one  show  presented  by  an  AIS  Affiliate.  All 
others  are  at  listed  price.  Orders  for  Medals,  both  paid 
and  at  no  charge,  should  be  forwarded  with  the  completed 
Show  Report.  DO  NOT  ORDER  MEDALS  WITH  OTHER 
SUPPLIES.  $9.25  each 

Order  from 

Glenn  F.  Corlew,  Chairman 
Exhibitions  Committee 
2988  Cherry  Lane 
Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 


Our  congratulations  to  our  BULLETIN  printer,  Agnihotra  Press,  on 
the  national  award  they  received  for  their  excellence  in  graphic  presenta¬ 
tion!  It  is  illustrated  in  p.  120  of  COMMUNICATION  ARTS  magazine 
for  July-August.  Another  job  well  done. 


OBITUARY 

D.  Olen  Rawdon,  May  12,  1980.  RVP  Region  6  1974-1976 
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Domestic 

News 

Fred  Stephenson,  €ditor 


IRISES  FOR  THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

Celeste  (Mrs.  Charles)  Cox,  Region  4,  writes  that  irises  from  their 
garden  are  to  be  used  in  the  gardens  of  the  White  House.  Park  Service 
Personnel  visited  the  Cox  garden  during  the  iris  bloom  season  and 
selected  quite  a  few  nice  ones.  The  iris  will  be  grown  in  tubs  in  govern¬ 
ment  greenhouses  and  will  be  moved  to  the  gardens  at  bloom  time.  Next 
spring  should  provide  a  most  delightful  display  for  visitors  and  the 
public.  (Ed.  Note:  For  a  number  of  years  there  was  a  nice  display  of  iris  in 
the  White  House  gardens  but  were  ordered  to  be  removed  by  a  First 
Lady  who  claimed  she  detested  the  iris.  For  political  reasons  this  "Lady" 
will  remain  unnamed!) 


OVERNIGHT  GARDEN  SUCCESS 

As  a  feature  of  the  Carolina  Mountains  Iris  Society's  Annual  Iris  Show, 
a  landscaped  iris  garden  was  created  in  the  Ashville  (N.C.)  Mall.  Bert  Liv¬ 
ingston  of  Swannona  created  the  garden  overnight,  using  a  technique 
developed  for  a  TV  gardening  show  he  hosted  in  Florida  for  many  years. 

The  garden  consisted  of  a  16  foot  length  of  natural  cypress  picket  fenc¬ 
ing  which  provided  a  background  for  twelve  red  rhododendrons  offset 
by  two  green  cedar  trees.  Fifteen  pink  azaleas  were  placed  directly  in 
front  of  these,  along  with  six  hundred  salmon,  pink  and  white  petunias. 
The  focal  point  of  the  garden  was  white  birdbath  in  the  center  of  the 
area.  Around  this  were  whole  clumps  of  iris  in  full  bloom.  Other  iris  and 
small,  low  spreading  green  shrubs  were  used  to  flank  each  side.  Pine  bark 
mulch  was  used  to  cover  the  entire  area. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA  PURSUES  TITLE  OF  J.  I.  STATE 

From  the  Summerville  (N.C.)  Journal  of  June  6, 1980  we  learn  “The  two 
Summerville  flower  fanciers "  (Elsie  Grimsley  and  Ginny  Burton)  “have  a 
special  feeling  for  iris  and  together ,  they  have  the  first  test  garden  in  the  United 
States  for  a  species  of  that  flower— the  Japanese  iris.  Last  weekend  growers  and 
lovers  of  iris  from  five  states  gathered — for  a  weekend  of  activities  related  to 
iris. " 

Activities  started  on  Friday  with  a  Judges'  Training  session  conducted 
by  Adolph  J.  Vogt,  Region  7,  attended  by  forty  persons.  Fifty  one  en¬ 
thusiasts  gathered  on  Saturday  for  a  tour  of  Meadowlake  Gardens  in 
Hendersonville.  Forty  three  continued  on  to  Magnolia  Gardens  near 
Charleston  and  the  plantings  of  J.  Drayton  Hastie  (See  January  1980 
BULLETIN).  Throughout  the  day,  Saturday,  a  Japanese  Iris  Flower  Show 
was  held  at  the  Community  Hut,  featuring  flowers  from  20  exhibitors. 
Also  shown  were  thirty  Japanese  iris  seedlings  by  South  Carolina 
hybridizers  John  Wood  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  F.  Knight. 


Ginny  Burton,  Adolph  Vogt  and  Elsie  Grimsley  admire  one  of  Adolph's  seedlings  at  the  Test  Garden. 


MEMORIAL  PLACED 

Mr.  Bernard  Jones,  Secretary,  reports  that  the  Southwestern  Michigan 
Iris  Society  has  placed  a  copy  of  THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES  in  the  Library 
of  the  City  of  Kalamazoo  in  memory  of  Mr.  Olen  Rawdon,  former  RVP, 
Region  6.  In  addition,  a  donation  was  made  to  the  AIS  Youth  Award 
Fund. 
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WINNERS  WIN  MORE 

The  Pittsburgh  Iris  and  Day  lily  Society  certainly  fulfills  the  objective 
of  using  the  iris  shows  to  promote  the  iris.  A  feature  of  their  28th  Annual 
Free  Iris  Show  is  the  awarding  of  Gift  Certificates  to  all  the  Blue  Ribbon 
winners  who  have  exhibited  five  or  more  iris.  For  this  show  there  were 
85  Gift  Certificates  donated  by  25  commercial  growers.  In  redeeming  the 
Certificates,  in  most  cases,  that  person  must  remit  postage  to  the  grower. 
In  doing  so  it  is  hoped  that  additional  irises  will  be  ordered.  The  person 
winning  the  fewest  ribbons  gets  first  chioce,  on  up  to  the  person  having 
the  most  ribbons.  This  encourages  exhibition  of  many  top  quality 
specimens. 

In  return  for  the  Gift  Certificates,  catalogs  and  lists  of  the  commercial 
gardens  are  on  display  making  the  ordering  of  iris  more  convenient.  At 
the  show,  surplus  rhizomes  from  individual  members  are  offered  for  sale 
to  the  public.  The  resulting  funds  are  used  to  provide  and  maintain 
various  public  plantings. 


WHAT'S  NEW? 

When  reading  through  old  issues  of  the  BULLETIN,  one  is  impressed 
by  the  fact  that  so  many  things  that  are  problems  today  were  problems 
back  thirty  years  ago.  I  noted  that  the  matter  of  non-replies  to  letters 
ranked  near  the  top  then,  just  as  it  does  now.  Maybe  we  have  improved 
to  a  very  small  degree!  At  that  time  a  reply  of  about  25  %  was  considered 
"normal".  Today  we  may  expect  around  30% .  I  believe  it  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  an  RVP  would  have  more  than  average  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Society  and  would  be  willing  to  do  something  about  them,  but  ex¬ 
perience  has  indicated  that  this  is  not  a  valid  assumption.  What  will  it 
take  to  get  the  RVPs  and  others  to  reply  to  requests  for  information? 

Your  Domestic  News  Editor's  offer  of  free  iris  rhizomes  for  letters 
relating  to  this  problem  and  possible  solutions  in  the  January  BULLETIN 
has  had  no  takers.  What  does  this  tell  us?  Frankly,  I  do  not  know. 

Looking  ahead,  I  can  anticipate  complaints  about  certain  groups  get¬ 
ting  all  the  publicity  and  others  getting  none.  The  answer  is  very  simple. 
Those  who  submit  news  are  the  ones  who  get  mentioned.  If  you  feel 
slighted  this  can  be  overcome  by  seeing  that  news  from  your  area  gets 
submitted.  No  member  has  to  rely  on  anyone  else  to  submit  items.  Feel 
free  to  send  in  your  own  report.  Your  Domestic  News  Editor  will  check 
and  evaluate  each  item  for  possible  use  in  this  column.  I'll  look  forward 
to  hearing  from  you. 
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International 

News 

Bee  Warburton,  editor 


SWITZERLAND-BASEL'S  G-80 

The  Swiss  G-80  was  called  a  "Nature  Show"  but  as  the  English  version 
descriptive  booklet  said,  "An  exhibition  of  nature  is  also  an  exhibition  of 
Man."  It  was  a  horticultural  celebration  planned  to  surround  the  city  of 
Basel  with  activities  of  many  sorts,  from  May  to  October.  The  whole  city 
was  spruced  up  for  the  occasion,  with  coordinated  facilities  and  activities 
throughout  the  historic  and  the  modern  parts  of  the  city. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Swiss  Iris  and  Lily  Friends  was  an  important 
event  in  this  extraordinary  celebration.  As  part  of  it,  the  historic  and 
educational  garden  originally  designed  by  Helen  von  Stein,  the  Grafin 
von  Zeppelin,  some  years  ago  and  furnished  with  her  gift  of  plants  from 
a  collection  put  together  with  loving  thought  over  many  years  was  fit¬ 
tingly  used,  along  with  the  rose  planting,  to  show  "How  greatly  the 
cultivated  varieties  differ  from  the  original  forms." 

Most  happily,  the  banquet  inaugurating  the  meeting  honored  the 
Countess  for  this  great  contribution,  and  after  the  toasts  and  the 
speeches,  she  was  borne  away  in  triumph  in  a  gorgeous  bright  red  an¬ 
tique  car.  (In  my  pleasure  at  the  sight  I  quite  forgot  to  find  out  its  make!) 

The  unique  iris  display,  in  whose  maintenance  she  is  assisted  by  Milan 
Blazek  of  the  Botanical  Garden  of  Pruhonice,  Czechoslovakia,  covers  a 
large  flat  area  backed  on  the  south  by  a  rise  of  land  on  which  are  planted 
great  drifts  of  smaller  bearded  irises  including  masses  of  pink  of  lovely  ef¬ 
fect. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  main  planting  educations  display  beds  show 
Siberians,  bearded  parents  and  offspring  featuring  SNOW  FLURRY  with 
PURISSIMA  and  THAIS  and  other  important  combinations,  various  species 
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and  groups  developed  from  them,  various  shapes  of  iris  flowers,  and 
even  a  bed  of  other  Iridaceae  including  Babiana,  Tritoma,  Homeria, 
Xiphium  and  Xiphioides.  A  longer  bed  displayed  various  species  showing 
the  range  of  the  genus — flavescens,  kashmiriana,  pallida  var.  illyrica, 
cengialti  Loppio,  tectorum,  graminea,  setosa,  longipetala,  innominata,  wilsonii, 
sibirica  and  sanguinea  (orientalis),  and  chrysographes. 

In  the  level  area,  each  separate  color  class  occupies  a  long  bed  in  which 
the  most  ancient  are  followed  by  increasingly  improved  varieties  to  in¬ 
troductions  of  the  middle  1960s.  For  example,  the  whites  finish  off  with 
IRENKA  (Blazek  1966),  the  amoenas  with  VISITING  NURSE  (1966)  and  LILAC 
Champagne,  and  the  yellow  amoena  at  JESSE  VlETTE  (1960). 

In  these  beds  I  saw  for  the  first  time  the  luminata  variety  HAVELBERG, 
for  which  Dr.  Peter  Werckmeister  named  the  gene  considered  by  him, 
contrary  to  the  general  consensus,  to  be  separate  from  the  gene  for 
plicata.  Its  companion  is  HAVELSEE  (Werckmeister  1966).  In  any  case, 
these  are  more  refined  than  are  the  Sass  patterns  of  MOONLIT  SEA,  FAIRY 
FANCY,  Bertha  GERSDORFF,  etc.,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  have  some  to  grow 
here  for  experimental  purposes. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  G-80  sparked  an  updating  of  these  historical  beds, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  the  point  is  well  made  without  further  updating. 
Moreover,  the  tall  beardeds  may  be  seen  in  other  horticultural  displays 
of  the  exhibition. 

The  most  notable  garden  featuring  irises  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
small  lake  with  fountain  in  front  of  the  Restaurant  Migros,  a  large 
building  with  outdoor  as  well  as  indoor  restaurant  capacities  and  ade¬ 
quate  conference  rooms  for  meetings  and  private  banquets.  Here  the 
meetings  of  the  SILF  (Swiss  Iris  and  Lily  Friends)  took  place,  and  from 
here  it  is  a  short  walk  across  the  bridges  to  the  Swiss  Society's  display 
garden  planted  with  irises  and  other  perennials  by  Dorothe  Schroeter. 

Among  the  tall  beardeds  blooming  here  were  President  Stahel's  bright 
yellow  Beau  Village,  Grosse  Zitrone  (Steffen  '55),  Buffy,  Mystic 
Shadows,  Odyssey,  Balleyhoo,  Night  Owl,  Winter  Magic,  Fuji's 
MANTLE  and  Mellow  Mood.  Medians  for  earlier  bloom  included 
DRUMMER  Boy,  the  fine  pale  blue  with  deep  blue  dashes  in  its  falls,  and 
still  in  bloom,  HOCUS  POCUS,  a  beautifully  shaped  deep  blue  and  brown 
standard  dwarf.  For  rebloom  Dorothe  had  used  LOVELY  AGAIN,  her 
favored  rebloom  parent,  and  a  group  of  her  most  reliable  reblooming 
seedlings  from  LOVELY  AGAIN. 

Among  other  types  of  irises  in  this  garden,  the  Siberian  GATINEAU  was 
magnificent  on  the  lake  edge,  as  was  I.  versicolor  KERMESINA  looking  its 
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bright  red- violet  best.  In  the  shallow  water  at  the  edge  of  the  lake  were  a 
number  of  pseudacorus  plants  in  bloom,  including  the  large  golden- 
flowered  BEURON,  one  of  Eckard  Berlin's  three  registered  tetra- 
ploids— the  others  were  probably  there  but  I  couldn't  distinguish  the 
labels.  Here  in  Massachusetts  the  foliage  tops  six  feet  and  the  stalks  only 
three  feet  tall,  probably  because  they  require  water  to  stand  in. 


AND  ON  TO 
GARDENS  IN  BIELS 

Our  hostess  had  planned  another  trip,  to  visit  the  Spinner's  in  Biels, 
and  there  we  found  the  Kurzmanns,  and  were  all  treated  to  a  delicious 
luncheon  by  Mrs.  Spinner.  Dr.  Spinner's  home  garden  is  a  collection  of 
interesting  iris  types,  with  a  great  many  medians  and  a  chicken  wire  pen 
for  a  family  of  turtles  including  a  large  pair  and  their  small  progeny.  In¬ 
side  the  house  another  delightful  surprise  awaited,  a  magnificent  collec¬ 
tion  of  museum-quality  mineral  specimens,  and  on  the  walls  fine  draw¬ 
ings,  and  a  collection  of  iris  prints  from  ancient  gardening  magazines. 

Dr.  Spinner  is  responsible  for  another  most  unusual  garden.  He  lives 
and  gardens  in  a  community  of  homes  on  the  side  of  a  hill  that  overlooks 
the  city.  Across  the  hill  is  a  walkway,  and  a  part  of  this  that  commands  a 
fine  view  of  the  old  city,  Dr.  Spinner  has  landscaped  with  terraces  of 
irises  and  companion  plants.  The  bearded  irises  include  many  dwarfs  and 
intermediates  for  a  long  season  of  bloom.  Vamp  is  there  with  the  maiden 
pink,  Dianthus  deltoides,  a  combination  of  maroon  and  bright  pink  that  I 
have  always  cherished.  Looking  particularly  lovely  at  the  time  of  our 
visit  were  Emissary,  an  excellent  smooth  and  lacy  light  blue  with 
tangerine  beards;  and  Chief  Justice,  with  ivory  yellow  standards  and 
deep  brown-red  falls  with  sharp  and  clearcut  pale  yellow  edging. 

This  whole  visit  in  Switzerland  was  marvelous;  Dorothe's  hospitality, 
her  delightful  family  and  fellow  guest,  Milan  Blazek,  all  vastly  enjoyable; 
the  gardens,  the  irises,  the  people,  the  arrangements,  in  all  respects 
pleasurable.  There  was  only  one  flaw,  as  the  words  came  to  me  when  I 
was  asked  to  speak  to  the  company  during  the  buffet  luncheon  at  the 
Chateau,  "It  is  such  a  memorable  occasion  that  I  have  only  one 
regret — that  I  am  the  only  American  here."  That  applies  to  all  the  events 
of  the  week. 
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MEETING  PROGRAMS 


The  Iris  events,  meetings,  feasts  and  lectures  at  G-80  were  sponsored 
by  the  SILF,  whose  outgoing  president,  Oskar  Stahel,  presided  at  this 
convention.  Oskar  is  familiar  to  American  convention  goers  as  is  the  SILF 
incoming  president,  Dorothe  Schroeter.  It  was  good  to  meet  so  many  old 
friends  of  the  European  community,  from  France,  Germany,  Austria  and 
Czechoslovakia  and  to  make  many  new  friends.  It  was  a  great  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  all  that  our  Russian  authority.  Dr.  George  Rodionenko  was 
unable  to  attend. 

Dr.  Robert  Egli  officiated  at  the  lecture  meetings,  and  delivered  the  in¬ 
troductory  address,  appropriately  outlining  the  members  of  the  Iris 
genus;  his  closing  address  was  an  equally  appropriate  plea  for  breeding 
and  developing  all  kinds  of  irises.  .  .  an  effort  being  increasingly  under¬ 
taken  by  members  of  the  American  Iris  Society. 

Dr.  Rodionenko  was  to  have  spoken  on  "Expeditions  to  Irises  in  the 
Caucasus  and  Middle  Asia,"  and  everybody  had  looked  forward  to  this 
with  great  anticipation.  However,  the  rest  of  the  speeches  were  most 
satisfying,  with  many  excellent  slides.  The  first  speaker,  Fritz  Koehlein 
from  Bayreuth,  Germany,  is  a  garden  author  of  note.  His  volume  on 
plant  propagation  is  a  perpetual  best-seller  in  Germany.  He  spoke  of  irises 
in  gardens,  and  since  he  grows  more  different  plants  in  a  compact  home 
garden  than  anybody  would  dream  could  be  possible,  he  knows  how 
irises  fit  in  with  other  plants. 

The  second  day  of  lectures  started  with  a  discussion  of  the  standard 
dwarf  beardeds  on  trial  in  Austria,  by  Franz  Kurzman,  director  of  the 
Median  trials  in  Vienna.  His  showing  was  mostly  of  European  varieties 
and  was  followed  up  by  my  slide  showing  of  American  varieties.  We  in 
America  don't  see  enough  of  John  Taylor's  introductions  in  particular, 
but  that  should  be  corrected  now  that  the  AIS  has  honored  him  with  its 
Hybridizing  Medal  this  year.  Unfortunately  he  also  missed  the  G-80 
meeting  because  he  had  been  invited  to  speak  at  the  Montreal  Floralies. 

The  SILF  had  printed  a  listing  of  the  slides  shown  by  Harald  Mathes 
for  his  lecture  on  "Breeding  Work  with  Aril  Irises."  It  is  a  most  impressive 
and  comprehensive  listing,  and  the  young  man  has  laid  out  for  himself  a 
remarkable  program.  His  slides  were  excellent,  most  of  them  his  own. 
We  shall  be  hearing  more  from  Mr.  Mathes. 

After  lunch.  Dr.  Milan  Blazek  spoke  about  "The  Growing  of  Irises  in 
Czechoslovakia,"  and  for  this  one  an  abstract  in  English  was  furnished. 
He  spoke  of  the  previous  international  symposium  in  his  country  in  1974, 
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of  which  he  was  Director,  of  the  Iris  species  growing  wild  in 
Czechoslovakia,  and  of  the  development  of  garden  irises  there.  His 
modesty  forbade  his  explaining  that  he  has  been  prime  mover  in  their 
promotion  since  he  was  a  boy,  and  is  largely  responsible  for  the  present 
development  and  popularity. 

Eckard  Berlin  then  explained  the  work  that  he  has  been  doing  with 
beardless  irises,  particularly  in  inducing  tetrapioidy.  His  success  with  this 
includes  the  production  of  the  tetraploid  pseudacorus  seen  in  the  SILF 
garden  on  the  lake. 

After  Dr.  Eglfs  meaningful  finale,  the  official  meeting  was  concluded 
by  an  excellent  banquet  at  which  the  speakers  and  worders  were 
honored  with  gift  books  from  the  SILF,  presented  by  outgoing  President 
Stahel  We  thank  him,  and  congratulate  the  incoming  president,  Dorothe 
Schroeter. 

1980  AIS  VISITORS  FROM  ABROAD 

In  1974  the  AlS-sponsored  tour  "down  under"  included  a  visit  to  the 
Sunnydale  Nurseries  of  the  Blyth  family  in  Australia,  and  the  touring 
Americans  were  properly  impressed  with  the  work  Barry  Blyth  was  do¬ 
ing  with  irises.  Especially  interesting  was  work  that  had  produced 
tangerine  bearded  pinks  from  the  standard  dwarf,  MOONBIAZE,  which  is 
tan  with  pale  blue  fall  centers.  Since  that  time  Barry  and  Lesley  Blyth  and 
their  three  children  have  established  a  new  branch  of  the  old  nursery, 
called  "Tempo  Two",  in  dairy  country  600  miles  from  Sidney.  They  show 
their  irises  in  Melbourne,  only  90  miles  distant.  Their  new  address  is 
"Leongatha  Road,  Ellinbank  via  Warragul,  Victoria."  Barry  tells  me  that 
the  "Warragul"  means  Wild  Dog. 


Vi  teaspoon 
per  gallon 
water  grows 
vegetables, 
flowers, roses, 
trees,  shrubs, 
lawns,  every¬ 
thing  for  yard 
&  garden. 
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"Schultz-Instant” 

Fertiliser 

20-30-20 

with  Model  S  "IWIXERATOR  YARD  GUN" 

The  patented  non-clogging  Mixer  a  tor"  Yard 
Gun  makes  application  easy  on  large  areas. 


Available  at  your  store  or  send  $7.95  with  this  ad  for  5  lbs.  Schultz  Fer¬ 
tilizer  plus  a  $2.95  “Mixerator”  Free.  (Estate  Size  25  lbs.  with  2  “Mixera- 
tors”  $30.00).  Free  delivery.  Extended  limited  offer.  Immediate  shipment. 

Schultz  Company,  Dept,  ISA  11730  Northline,  St.  Louis,  MO  63043 
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Interviewed  at  Tulsa  in  1980,  Barry  further  explained  that  the  original 
nursery  was  founded  by  his  great  grandfather  in  1890,  and  that  the 
nursery  has  had  a  number  of  other  specialties,  but  that  he  and  his  wife 
specialize  in  irises  and  day  lilies.  He  estimated  that  they  had  registered 
about  50  irises,  but  an  actual  count  of  registrations  in  the  1970s  reveals 
that  Barry  himself  has  registered  more  than  twice  that  number,  Lesley  an 
additional  half  dozen,  and  their  son  Paul  already  has  one  to  his  credit,  a 
black-red  tall  bearded  called  FINE  PRECEDENT.  I  might  add  that  somebody 
in  the  family  is  clever  at  dreaming  up  names! 


OTHER  CONVENTION  GUESTS 

We  also  interviewed  delightful  Mary  Shepherd,  but  we  cant  do  better 
than  to  quote  the  warm  appreciation  bestowed  on  her  by  the  Iris  Society 
of  Australia  in  honoring  her  with  a  Fellowship.  From  the  1979  Yearbook 
of  the  Society: 

"Mary  Shepherd  has  been  involved  with  irises  for  too  many  years  to 
record!  Her  personal  friends  have  included  many  of  the  irisarians  who 
were  actively  growing  and  hybridizing  TBs  before  the  formation  of  the 
Australian  Iris  Society.  Despite  the  hard  work  of  maintaining  an  exten¬ 
sive  country  property  at  Narromine,  Mary  somehow  finds  time  to  pro¬ 
mote  irises  in  country  areas  as  well  as  bringing  the  best  of  her  blooms 
several  hundred  kilometres  to  the  Sidney  Show.  She  has  always  been  a 
great  advocate  of  the  established  older  varieties  which  have  proven  their 
worth  in  her  garden,  many  of  her  best  varieties  are  cultivars  bred  by 
Australian  hybridizers  many  years  ago  and  these  have  earned  their  place 
in  her  often  unkind  climate." 


SOLUBLE  FERTILIZER 

20  •  30  •  20 

Concentrated,  High  Analysis  -  All  Purpose  - 
20  30-20  crystals.  Grows  Vegetables,  Flowers 
Roses,  Trees,  Shrubs,  Lawns,  Etc., 
in  Yards,  Gardens,  Greenhouses. 

Available  at  your  store  or  send  $7.95  for 
5  lb.  (includes  mailing). 


SCHULTZ  CO.  -  St.  Louis,  Mo  63043 


"Schultz-Instant" 

LIQUID  PLANT  FOOD 

10  ■  15 •  10 

Concentrated,  High  Analysis  -  All  Purpose  - 
10-15-10  “Starts  and  Feeds"  all  Plants 
Indoors  and  Outdoors. 

Available  at  your  store  or  send  $1.25  for  5'/2  oz. 
$2.50  for  12  oz.  (includes  mailing) 


SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER 
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Who  was  the  third  Australian  present  at  the  Tulsa  convention?  We 
sought  her  in  vain  .  .  .  more  anon,  when  she  is  identified! 

As  for  the  other  international  visitor,  John  Taylor  of  England,  former 
President  of  the  British  Iris  Society,  he  is  the  hybridizer  who  hit  the 
jackpot  by  winning  the  British  Dykes  with  his  intermediate  iris, 
COTSWOLD,  and  to  whom  the  AIS  gave  the  first  reciprocal  Hybridizers' 
Medal.  His  little  speech  of  thanks  for  this  was  a  heart-warming  model  of 
modesty  and  sincerity;  and  his  presence  at  the  convention  was  a  rare 
pleasure  for  all  who  met  him. 


OBITUARY  GUIDELINES 

(Passed  by  the  AIS  Board  of  Directors,  May  1,  1979) 

"that  obituaries  be  published  in  the  AIS  BULLETIN  for  those  who  at 
their  death  are  AIS  members  and  fit  the  following  qualifications:  all  cur¬ 
rent  and  former  AIS  officers,  directors,  chairmen  of  standing  committees 
and  RVPs;  all  recipients  of  AIS  service,  hybridizer  and  special  medals;  all 
hybridizers  who  have  originated  AM  or  AM-equivalent  winning  irises; 
persons  who  have  been  signally  honored  by  overseas  iris  societies;  and 
hybridizers  who  have  received  top  medals  in  international  iris  competi¬ 
tions;  and  that  exceptional  cases  may  be  handled  through  specific  re¬ 
quests  to  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  BULLETIN  Editorial  Committee 
or  directly  by  the  Board  of  Directors" 

In  sending  obituary  information  it  would  be  most  helpful  if  you  would 
include  the  qualifying  information  set  out  above  to  Fred  Stephenson, 
Domestic  News  Editor. 


Mr.  Walter  Welch  1887— 1980 

Death  claimed  Walter  Welch  on  January  11,  1980.  Having  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Middlebury,  Indiana,  failing  health  several  years 
ago  caused  him  to  move  to  Texas  to  be  near  ms  son.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  92. 

Mr  Welch  was  a  noted  breeder  of  Dwarf  Irises.  He  was  the 
organizer  of  the  Dwarf  Iris  Society.  He  was  also  an  artist  and  interior 
decorator.  He  started  Round  Robins  and  did  much  writing  on  iris 
subjects.  He  was  awarded  the  AIS  Hybridizers  Medal  in  1957  and 
the  Foster  Memorial  Plaque  in  1964.  A  number  of  his  irises  received 
the  Caperne  Award. 

From  the  Region  6  Newsletter  comes  the  following  tribute  by 
Frank  Williams  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  "He  lived  and  breathed  dwarf 
iris,  they  were  his  great  love — A  love  passed  on  to  many.  He  was 
dedicated  to  dwarf  iris  as  few  are  to  any  other  iris.  Yes,  we  shall  miss 
him  greatly,  but  his  work  will  live  on". 
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Jayne  Ritchie 

Young  Alan  Brooks,  Jr.,  of  Tacoma,  Washington,  may  someday  be  tell¬ 
ing  us  the  effects  of  volcanic  ash  on  iris  growth  and  development.  Stacy 
Huntley  of  Renton,  Washington,  may  tell  us  about  the  marvelous  seed 
germination  she  gets  in  her  solar-heated  greenhouse.  Mary  Anne  McCar¬ 
ty  of  Kent,  Washington,  conserves  fuel  by  riding  her  motorcycle  to  near¬ 
by  communities  to  visit  iris  gardens.  These  youngsters  and  others  like 
them  are  growing  irises  and  LIKING  it.  Who  do  YOU  know? 

It's  time  to  look  around  for  possible  candidates  for  the  1981  Youth 
Achievement  Contest.  Look  for  any  youngster  who: 
grows  irises  well 

has  helped  in  a  local  club  or  in  the  region 

does  some  hybridizing 

visits  iris  gardens  in  the  area 

competes  in  iris  shows 

promotes  irises  and  the  AIS  to  others 

shows  leadership  in  youth  or  club  activities 

is  an  iris  judge  or  is  studying  to  be  a  judge. 

If  you  know  such  a  young  person,  he  or  she  is  a  prime  candidate  and 
should  be  nominated.  How  do  you  go  aoout  nominating  someone?  I 
thought  you'd  never  ask!  The  details  follow. 


Nominate  Your  Favorite 
for  the  Youth  Achievement 
Annual  Contest 

1.  Any  AIS  Youth  Member  under  19  years  of  age  is  eligible. 

2.  Any  AIS  member  of  any  age  may  nominate  a  youngster. 

3.  Nominations  should  be  as  complete  and  detailed  as  possible  in  order 
to  give  the  judges  a  basis  for  comparison. 

4.  Entries  should  be  sent  to  the  Youth  Chairman,  Jayne  Ritchie,  as  soon 
as  possible.  All  entries  MUST  be  in  by  March  1,  1981. 
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5.  Entries  will  be  coded  in  order  to  disguise  the  identity  of  the  youth, 
and  judged  by  a  panel  consisting  of  one  Youth  Committee  Member, 
one  RVP  and  one  other  AIS  member. 

6.  Entries  will  be  judged  on  merit,  entirely  on  the  material  submitted 

by  the  nominator. 

7.  All  nominees  will  receive  a  letter  of  commendation.  Winners  will  be 
notified  as  soon  as  the  judging  is  completed.  No  one  will  be  told 
who  nominated  them. 

8.  The  first  place  winner  will  receive  a  suitably  engraved  trophy. 
The  first  and  second  runners-up  will  receive  Award  Certificates. 

So,  before  you  forget  it,  sit  down  and  nominate  some  young  person. 
Send  all  entries  to: 

Jayne  Ritchie 

1713  Camas  Ave.  N.E. 

Renton,  Washington,  98055 

Be  sure  to  include  information  about  all  iris  related  activities ,  as  well  as 
any  other  pertinent  facts.  Tell  about  such  qualities  as  enthusiasm,  energy, 
and  initiative.  We  want  to  get  to  know  our  young  irisarians. 

Let  us  hear  from  YOU! 


AUSTRALIAN  CONVENTION,  SIDNEY  1982 

Australian  Conventions  are  becoming  more  and  more  a  popular  cen¬ 
tral  tourist  attraction  for  Americans;  in  fact  they  have  everything — won¬ 
derful  people,  superb  hospitality  and  great  irises  in  addition  to  their 
unique  scenery,  flora  and  fauna.  They  would  be  most  happy  to  have 
American  irises  to  guest  for  this  convention,  but  as  quarantine  pro¬ 
cedures  are  stringent,  and  charges  for  them  high,  they  urge  that  plants  be 
pooled  for  sending,  as  charges  are  per  parcel  of  any  size.  All  must  be  sent 
before  March  1981,  and  they  would  appreciate  having  enough  rhizomes 
of  each  variety  or  seedling  to  have  grown  in  several  gardens  on  the  tours. 
Rhizomes  and  pertinent  documents  should  be  posted  to: 

Mr.  Graeme  Grosvenor 
44  Wesson  Road 
West  Pennant  Hills, 

NSW  2120,  Australia 
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editor's  Notebook 


With  classic  Murphy's  Law  form,  a  new  challenge  arose  for  the  last 
issue!  Almost  two  weeks  after  we  thought  it  was  winging  its  way  to  the 
membership,  we  were  informed  that  our  painstakingly  created 
BULLETIN  was  still  ornamenting  the  Nashville  Post  Office.  If  Williams 
Printing  Company  and  our  Managing  Editor  hadn't  checked  and  acted,  it 
might  have  been  there  much  longer — when  they  are  mailed,  we  seldom 
expect  to  hear  of  their  arrival  for  some  weeks.  Anyway,  they  passed  the 
word  to  our  AIS  Secretary  that  she  must  fill  out  another  form  (one  we've 
never  needed)  before  BULLETIN  went  anywhere!  The  secretary's  ef¬ 
forts  that  followed  were  extensive,  but  finally. . .  Thanks,  Carol! 

The  previous  (April)  issue  didn't  reach  some  members  at  all.  That  was 
another  strange  saga.  The  company  creating  the  labels  for  mailing  had  a 
machinery  quirk  that  didn't  apply  enough  glue;  a  portion  of  the  labels 
eloped  from  their  envelopes  after  mailing.  Label-less  mystery  copies 
showered  back  to  the  Secretary's  return  address.  Whose  copies?  We 
hadn't  realized  we  needed  an  AIS  psychic! 

The  moral  of  this  story  is  that,  if  your  BULLETIN  doesn't  arrive  after 
an  extended  period  of  time,  call  the  Editor  (209)  952-3845  to  hear  our 
latest  fascinating  adventure.  If  others  in  your  area  have  a  new  copy  and 
you  do  not,  within  the  same  era,  write  to  the  AIS  Librarian  for  another 
mailing.  Our  staff  is  diligent;  Agnihotra  Press  (winner  of  recent  national 
awards  in  their  field)  is  super-cooperative;  Williams  Printing  Company  is 
doing  a  fine  job:  we  are  printing  BULLETIN.  Only  the  marvels  of 
Murphy's  Law  can  keep  our  magazine  and  our  readers  apart! 

On  a  more  personal  note,  the  Editor,  although  continuing  to  edit,  is 
retiring  from  the  Board  of  Directors  and,  in  reminiscing,  feels  that  the  oc¬ 
casion  calls  for  comment.  Serving  on  the  Board  is  an  expensive  and  very 
strenuous  position:  not  so  much  as  honor  as  a  test  of  stamina  and  devo¬ 
tion.  But  serving  on  this  Board  has  been  an  honor,  because  of  the  fine 
people  and  extraordinary  leadership  that  made  it  a  very  special  situation. 

Both  in  Tulsa  this  year  and  on  the  President's  Page  this  issue,  Leon 
Wolford  has  been  quick  to  praise  the  support  of  those  around  him.  Carol 
Ramsey  and  many  others  certainly  deserve  it!  On  the  other  hand,  we 
would  be  remiss  if  we  didn't  express  our  appreciation  for  the  superb  job 
that  Leon  Wolford  has  done  as  President  of  the  American  Iris  Society. 
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For  any  members  who  have  not  had  personal  contact  with  him,  let  us 
explain.  During  his  term  of  office,  the  Board  has  functioned  smoothly 
and  efficiently;  the  most  intricate  issues  have  been  dealt  with  under  the 
overriding  concern  of  what  is  BEST  for  the  organization  and  member¬ 
ship.  Regional  Vice-Presidents  and  members  have  been  encouraged  to  at¬ 
tend  and  offer  opinions,  and  this  has  been  a  great  asset.  Often  the  most 
strenuous  sessions  have  had  a  tension-relieving  touch  of  humor.  The 
Board  functioned  as  a  cohesive  unit:  credit  to  Leon  Wolford. 

Getting  to  talk  with  the  top  officer  of  a  national  organization  was  easy 
for  everyone  when  it  was  Leon.  We  called  him  by  his  first  name,  not 
from  lack  of  respect,  but  because  he  insisted  that  everyone  do  so.  He  was 
approachable  and  listened  to  the  opinions  of  every  member.  His  smile  is 
as  real  as  the  tall  Texan  who  proved  that  Texans  can  be  modest. 

And  we  could  happily  devote  several  pages  of  praise  to  his  wife,  Edith. 
Gentle,  efficient  and  conscientious  Edith  has  been  a  paragon  of  "first 
ladies."  Her  sincere  concern  and  twinkle  of  humor  added  so  much.  It 
would  be  hard  to  imagine  a  nicer  person. 

AIS  has  been  blessed  with  many  outstanding  presidents,  but  Leon 
Wolford  must  rank  very  high  among  them.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to 
work  with  him.  The  future  looks  great,  and  we  will  continue  to  hear 
from  him.  THANKS,  LEON! 


ADDITIONAL  APPROVED  AFFILIATES 
Expiration  Date  July  1,  1981 

Region  6  TRUMBULL  COUNTY  IRIS  SOCIETY 

President:  Mrs.  Harold  Cooper 
Collar-Price  Road 
Brookfield,  Ohio  44403 

Region  20  ELMOHR  IRIS  SOCIETY 

President:  Col.  M.  R.  McCarthy  (USA  Ret.) 
4708  Constitution  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  Col.  80915 

Region  21  SIOUX  EMPIRE  IRIS  SOCIETY 

President:  Mr.  Charles  Hemmer 
721  S.  Walts  Avenue 
Sioux  Falls,  SD  57104 
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We  are  proud! 

We  did  not  compete  in  the  Olympics , 
hut  Americans  won  in  iris  world  competitions.  .  . 

Congratulations  Due  to 
American  Iris  Hybridizers! 

Seven  American  hybridizers  won  glory  at  the  prestigious  Premio 
Firenze  international  iris  competitions  in  Italy  this  year.  Among  them, 
they  swept  15  of  the  18  major  awards. 

Super  congratulations  go  to  Joseph  Ghio  for  his  1980  triumphs.  His 
Hybridizer's  Medal,  awarded  at  the  Tulsa  Convention  in  May,  was 
superbly  substantiated  when  MYSTIQUE  won  the  latest  Dykes  Memorial 
Medal,  as  reported  in  this  issue.  These  awards  are  part  of  the  story.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  it  has  been  announced  that  he  won  the  Premio  Firenze  for  EN¬ 
TOURAGE,  and  his  introduction  DIGNITARY  followed  in  second  place. 
Another  Ghio  creation,  INNER  CIRCLE,  received  the  Coppa  Garden  Club. 
This  must  be  labelled  a  winning  year  for  the  California  irisarian,  to  say 
the  least! 

An  impressive  total  of  six  awards  in, the  Italian  contest  went  to 
hybridizer  Keith  Keppel.  This  award-collecting  irisarian  was  recognized 
with  Flamenco  in  third  place,  Actress  in  seventh  place,  GENTLE  Rain  in 
eighth  place  and  FOCUS  in  tenth  place.  His  irises  garnered  the  Coppa  della 
Regione,  and  FLAMENCO  received  an  additional  special  award  cup.  Con¬ 
gratulations! 

Frank  Carr's  QUEEN  JUBILEE  placed  fifth  and  also  won  the  Coppo 
Branch.  ROJO  ADVANCE,  created  by  Les  Peterson,  finished  sixth  and 
garnered  the  Coppa  Piaggio,  as  well.  Joseph  Gatty's  PLAYGIRL  came  in 
ninth  in  the  general  competition  for  tall  bearded  irises,  and  CHARISMA,  a 
border  bearded  by  C.  J.  Blocher,  collected  the  Premio  Specht. 

Winners  from  other  nations  included  a  numbered  tall  bearded  seedling 
by  Eva  Hiemann  which  finished  fourth.  John  Taylor  of  Great  Britian 
received  special  awards  for  two  border  bearded  varieties  under  number. 


Mr.  Herbert  Graves  1924—1980 

The  Aril  Society  International  reports  in  their  latest  newsletter,  the 
death  of  Mr.  Robert  Graves  on  April  18,  1980  in  Oberlin,  Kansas. 
Mr.  Graves  was  born  May  12,  1924  and  was  best  known  for  his 
Califa  series  of  irises. 
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NEW  MEMBERSHIP  CAMPAIGN 

April-June  1980 


New  Members  Recruited  by: 

BEN  AZER 

Craig  L.  Fox,  MI 
Michelle  McLaughlin,  MI 
MRS.  GEORGE  A.  BENDER 
Mrs.  Merle  Dixon,  KS 
DR.  ROBERT  L.  BLEDSOE 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Carroll,  IA 
Mrs.  Doris  Coder,  SD 
Edith  Forsch,  SD 
Mrs.  Richard  A.  Hammer,  SD 
Mrs.  Carl  W.  Hermann,  SD 
Mrs.  Roxana  Reecy,  SD 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herbert  Schneider,  SD 
Miss  Betty  Swanson,  SD 
R.  DEAN  BRAND,  JR. 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Bonnell,  OK 
Mrs.  Cleo  J.  Brantley,  OK 
Rebecca  A.  Bruner,  OK 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Burton,  OK 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Cox,  OK 
Hazel  Daugherty,  OK 
Wilma  Fryer,  OK 
Ellen  Griffith,  OK 
Mrs.  Stanley  Grimes,  OK 
Joy  Hathaway,  OK 
Verna  Heisler,  OK 
Mrs.  O.  Jack  Hickman,  OK 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Hill,  OK 
Mrs.  Richard  LeMay,  OK 
Mrs.  David  Olinghouse,  OK 
Frances  E.  Purkiss,  OK 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  W.  Rayboum,  OK 
Dawn  Roberts,  OK 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Schwemin,  OK 
Ken  &  Toni  Rae  Sminth,  OK 
Mrs.  W.  N.  Thain,  OK 
Don  &  Carma  Wilderson,  OK 
Henri  F.  Withington,  OK 
MR.  &  MRS.  TED  BROWNE 
Mrs.  Colie  Stoltz,  TN 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dale  H.  Welch,  TN 
Virginia  W.  Wiggins,  TN 
MRS.  RUBY  BUCHANAN 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Foster  Davidson,  NC 
Mr.  Bert  Livingston,  NC 
Miss  Michelle  Nelson,  NC 
MRS.  J.  R.  COLLINS 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  R.  Cantrell,  TN 
Marsha  Shackelford,  TN 
MRS.  HILDA  CRICK 
Jean  Minatra,  TN 
Amy  Wright,  TN 
J.  L.  ENNENGA 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Abbott,  NE 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hoyt  Lambert,  NE 
Mrs.  Louis  Sevek,  NE 
W.  G.  FRASS 
Margaret  Devault,  OK 
Mrs.  Diane  Goodwin,  OK 
Mrs.  Opal  M.  H.  Harris,  OK 
Mrs.  Margaret  Hildabrand,  OK 
Paula  E.  Shearon,  OK 
Karen  S.  Smardo,  OK 
Mrs.  James  F.  Tagge,  OK 
RUTH  S.  GOEBEL 
Mr.  Floyd  A.  Brooks,  CO 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willard  E.  Cassario,  CO 
Mrs.  Willard  J.  Carlson,  CO 
Glenna  R.  Chapman,  CO 
Mrs.  Robert  W.  Dunkley,  CO 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Fleming,  Jr.,  CO 
Ms.  Christina  R.  France,  CO 
Eva  C.  Garcia,  CO 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Goebel,  CO 
Mrs.  Frank  Griego,  CO 
Mrs.  Willis  L.  Harper,  CO 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  D.  Johnson,  CO 
Ms.  Harriet  L.  Jones,  CO 
Mrs.  Clifford  L.  Neumann,  CO 
Mrs.  Dale  F.  Riddle,  CO 
Darlene  W.  Robinson,  CO 
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Mrs.  Bernard  C.  Sawin,  CO 
Mary  A.  Staub,  CO 
Miss  Brandee  Stratton,  CO 
Mrs.  Jotin  E.  Stratton,  CO 
LESTER  HILDENBRANDT 
Mrs.  Frankie  Rosenberg,  NE 
MARY  HOSKINS 
Mrs.  William  Poston,  CA 
MRS.  O.  F.  HOWELL,  JR. 

Rev.  William  Senter,  TN 
ARTHUR  JENSEN 
Delores  Carroll,  ND 
MRS.  DORIS  JENSEN 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Jensen,  NE 
BERNICE  JEWELL 
Gloria  W.  Carrier,  AR 
Mrs.  C.  O.  Davis,  Jr.,  TN 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Wolfe,  TN 
MRS.  FLOY  JOHNSON 
Mrs.  Kihira  P.  Glenn,  TN 
MRS.  LUCILLE  MILLER 
Henry  &  Vera  Bradshaw,  IA 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Dortch,  TN 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Watkins,  TN 
IRENE  OTTE 
Mrs.  John  Alexoudis,  PA 
Mrs.  Bictoris  Biagas,  PA 
Mrs.  T.  S.  Borrell,  PA 
Mrs.  Anna  Colaizzi,  PA 
Mrs.  William  Currance,  PA 
Mrs.  Rita  C.  Fedarko,  PA 
Mr.  Thomas  J.  Garland,  PA 
Mrs.  Richard  B.  Garlitz,  PA 
Mrs.  Richard  Hellmann,  PA 
Mrs.  Regis  Heyl,  PA 
Mr.  Fred  Holzer,  PA 
Mrs.  Ronald  R.  Kinney,  PA 
Mr.  James  T.  Lewis,  PA 
Mr.  Robert  Matchett,  OH 
Mr.  Victor  E.  Merrell,  PA 
Mrs.  Ruth  H.  Moore,  PA 
Mrs.  Lyn  Orazi,  PA 
Mr.  Russell  E.  Phillips,  Jr.,  PA 
Mrs.  LuAnne  Robson,  PA 


Mr.  Milton  Stemmier,  PA 
Mr.  John  D.  Sudbury,  PA 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Uhrin,  PA 
MR.  &  MRS.  LOUIS  PYRON 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  R.  Browning 
MARIAN  ROGERS 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  S.  McAlpine,  AZ 
MRS.  VERNA  ROSS 
Mrs.  Sue  B.  Andrews,  TN 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Martin,  TN 
PAUL  SMITH 
Angelica  Nurseries,  Inc.,  PA 
George  Stewart,  PA 
MRS.  LARRY  D.  STAYER 
Mrs.  Mike  Cook,  OK 
GLORIA  L.  VINTON 
Gertrude  Barkley,  IL 
Delores  Bourisau,  IL 
Mrs.  Wesley  Edwards,  IL 
F.  X.  Heiligenstein,  IL 
Ann  Madrid,  IL 
Steve  Pardus,  IL 
Terry  &  Irma  Sanders,  IL 
Robert  L.  Sewell,  IL 
Bernice,  Theisen,  MO 
JOHN  WEILER 
Oneeda  Jamison,  CA 
Edna  Peters,  CA 
Radley  Reep,  CA 
Jane  S.  Trayer,  CA 
Margarette  White,  CA 
MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 
William  R.  Abderholden,  AR 
Helen  Adams,  CA 
Mr.  R.  M.  Albonetti,  TN 
Mr.  Dean  C.  Anderson,  MN 
Mrs.  Linda  Athens 
Homer  L.  Bailey,  AZ 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Barnes,  TX 
Mrs.  Stephen  Bartek,  TN 
Virginia  L.  Beatty,  IL 
Audrey  &  William  Bedle,  NJ 
Carolyn  V.  Beier,  NE 
Mrs.  Joy  Betenbough,  TX 
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Robert  E.  Beyer,  NJ 

Shelia  J.  Beyer,  NJ 

Mr,  George  Board  man  ME 

Mr.  Edward  A.  Boese,  WI 

Gladys  Boger,  AZ 

Mrs.  Louise  Bohler,  GA 

Mrs.  Robert  Boyd,  IL 

Winn  Reed  Brabham,  SC 

Mrs.  Sheryl  Bradley,  KS 

Mr.  Greg  Brandi,  NE 

Mrs.  Mary  Brown,  WA 

Pearl  B.  Brugh,  SC 

Mrs.  Harold  O.  Bunker,  IN 

Helen  C.  Bums,  MA 

Marie  L.  Butler,  IL 

Lucy  M.  Cantarini,  CA 

Nancy  M.  Capitol,  CA 

Mrs.  Charlde  Cates,  MO 

James  &  Lois  Chapman,  WA 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Chappie,  Jr.,  GA 

Henry  K.  Clark,  WA 

Stephen  C  Cole,  Jr.,  TM 

Mrs.  Tommie  Colley,  VA 

Mr.  Bill  Coursey,  MN 

Mrs.  John  Craig,  NJ 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ruble  Crutchfield,  KY 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Cummins,  OK 

Mrs.  Cheryl  Cunningham,  NJ 

Mrs.  Christine  M.  C  uria  IL 

Anne  Weatherly  Cuthbert,  CO 

Rev.  John  M.  Cuthbert,  CO 

Mrs.  Doris  Daniszewski,  OH 

Marilyn  Davison,  CA 

Mrs.  Ann  Decker,  KY 

Dick  Dickerson,  TM 

Mrs.  Anna  F.  Dinsmore,  CA 

Harold  A.  Dobson,  TX 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Doran,  MM 

Mrs.  Rita  Dovre,  MM 

Mrs.  Ruth  Drissell,  MO 

Lawrance  J.  Duffy,  AK 

Fred  Dungan,  AZ 

Donald  &  Arlene  Eckel,  NE 

Mrs.  Richard  Egermeier,  OK 


Richard  G.  Elder,  NC 
Audrey  A.  Ellis,  OK 
Mr.  John  R.  Evans,  MO 
Lois  Fahleson,  NE 
Mrs.  Georgia  Farman,  WA 
Judy  Fisher,  AZ 
Mrs.  Jean  Fitzsimmons,  ID 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Fix,  TX 
Muriel  Flood,  AZ 
Betty  A.  Forkum,  TN 
Lyle  E.  Fort,  WA 
Mr.  Rex  Foshett,  CO 
Cindy  Fox,  OK 
Mr.  Edward  C.  Fraidrich,  AZ 
Ralph  Frey,  MI 
Leonard  H.  Gibbs,  MA 
Iris  Gilbert,  KS 
Douglas  C.  Godfrey,  MI 
Melvin  C.  Goddenow,  CO 
Terri  L,  Goodsell,  ID 
Mrs.  Oliver  Gooch,  TX 
Mrs.  Emma  A.  Gordon,  TN 
Joshua  Green,  III,  WA 
Pauline  Green,  TX 
Jane  F.  Greenawalt,  PA 
Chandler  B.  Grover,  CA 
Brook  L.  Haines,  MO 
Johnnie  K.  Hall,  AZ 
Mrs.  Billie  S.  Hamlet,  SC 
Mrs.  Eric  E.  Hand,  TX 
Carol  Ely  Harper,  WA 
Mr.  Paul  H.  Harris,  MN 
Mr.  A.  R.  Hartenhoff,  SD 
Mrs.  Lorene  C.  Hartline,  NC 
Paul  Heidermarm,  NY 
Mr.  James  M.  Heim,  IL 
Mrs.  Rosemary  Henze,  MO 
Ruth  Henze,  MO 
Theresa  J.  Hill,  OR 
Roger  D.  Hoff  master  KS 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Holden,  MT 
Loyce  L.  Holt,  TX 
Ms.  Mary  L.  Housley,  CO 
Mr.  Mark  Hotaliing,  MO 
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Mrs.  William  W.  Hughes,  OK 

Minnie  R.  Huson,  IL 

Mrs.  Debra  L.  Hutchison,  CO 

Alton  Hyde,  AL 

Mr.  Noel  C.  Ice,  TX 

Mrs.  Bernice  W.  Ikins,  TX 

Mrs.  Billie  Inman,  OK 

B.  J.  Isselhardt,  NY 

Miss  Elsie  Jack,  Canada 

Jane  Jamison,  IA 

Fred  Jewell,  AR 

Mr.  Ray  M.  John,  TX 

Ms.  Florence  Johnson,  KY 

Mrs.  B.  A.  Jones,  TX 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Barry  Jordan,  NY 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Kabbe,  MI 

Dorothy  Kalkwarf,  NE 

John  Kalkwarf,  NE 

Mrs.  Elaine  F.  Kanter,  CA 

Miss  Lynda  Kester,  KS 

Mrs.  T.  E.  King,  VA 

Thorgel  &  Ruth  D.  Klessen,  SD 

Lawrence  Kloos,  MN 

Nina  S.  Klymowska,  NY 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hugh  F.  Knight,  SC 

Tina  Kohout,  NE 

Cathleen  M.  Kress,  FL 

Mr.  John  P.  Kuhn,  CA 

Emma  Kyser,  MO 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  Laskey,  OH 

Hessel  R.  Leer,  A Z 

Mr.  Wilson  E.  Legg,  PA 

George  E.  Leonard,  III,  IL 

Mr.  John  Leonard,  KS 

Mrs.  Oliver  Leppert,  IL 

Michael  Lewis,  MI 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Floyd  Lile,  MO 

Mrs.  Hugh  Liming,  OK 

Jeanne  Lockett,  TX 

Mr.  Marion  Lockhart,  TN 

Mrs.  Sara  Lynn,  WA 

James  M.  McClintock,  NH 

Mr.  Tim  A.  McCullough,  MT 

Alice  A.  McGill,  NE 


Georjean  McLaren,  CA 

Mr.  A.  N.  McMurtrie,  Canada 

Walter  McNeel,  Ca 

Nancy  J.  Maes-Simonetti,  KS 

Gene  Ray  Magruder,  NC 

Donald  C.  Mallow,  NJ 

Margaret  Ann  Martin,  TN 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Mashbum,  WA 

George  H.  Mauney,  NC 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Melzer,  CO 

JoAnne  Mentz,  OR 

Walter  David  Mentz,  OR 

Mr.  Anthony  V.  Messineo,  TX 

Miss  Elizabeth  Metzger,  AZ 

Mrs.  Farris  L.  Miller,  NC 

Mrs.  Kay  Miller,  SC 

Luella  M.  Mockett,  NE 

Mr.  Ken  Monk,  Canada 

Carol  Morgan,  MI 

Mr.  Graeme  Morgan,  South  Africa 

Miss  Joan  E.  Nelson,  MI 

Willard  Nelson,  ND 

Mrs.  Freda  Newlin,  CA 

Melissa  Nichols,  OK 

Edna  N.  Nickell,  WA 

Mrs.  Isabelle  J.  Nix,  NC 

Sonia  Ober,  PA 

Mrs.  James  S.  Ogsbury,  III,  CO 

Mike  O'Hara,  OK 

Mr.  Maxwell  Oppenheimer,  NJ 

Gene  S.  Opton,  CA 

Emma  D.  Oswald,  CA 

Richard  A.  Otto,  NE 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Owings,  MO 

Mr.  S.  T.  Pacowski,  Canada 

Edward  L.  Paquet,  SC 

Mrs.  Lillie  Partridge,  TN 

Mrs.  Jack  Penuel,  TN 

Judy  K.  Perkett,  CA 

Gordon  Piper,  CA 

Hannah  Port,  MD 

Mr.  Max  C.  Powell,  KY 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clem  Ranson,  MO 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Reyer,  AL 
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Ms.  Jessie  S.  Richards,  CA 

Mrs.  Grace  Rizzardi,  MI 

Mrs.  Orval  Roach,  NE 

Patricia  G.  Robinson,  CA 

Mrs.  Sally  Robinson,  KS 

Mrs.  Wanda  Lee  Robinson,  OK 

Mrs.  Marvin  Rosene,  KS 

Mrs.  Henry  Rowlan,  AR 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  B.  Rowland,  SC 

Nancy  Russel,  KS 

Mr.  Spencer  I.  Russell,  CA 

Mrs.  Rebecca  J.  Saha,  KY 

Mrs.  Howard  Sanders,  IL 

Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Sanders,  GA 

Mrs.  John  Scheihing,  OK 

Dr.  Christoph  Schlier,  W.  Germany 

Schirlee  L.  Schlight,  CA 

Hans  O.  G.  Schooff,  UT 

Regina  Schooff,  UT 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eston  Schuster,  CO 

Lulu  M.  Schutz,  CA 

Miss  Barbara  Scott,  WY 

Mr.  David  Selinger,  MN 

Mr.  David  Shahek,  Israel 

Mr.  David  E.  Shannon,  MN 

Mr.  Walter  B.  Slay,  AL 

Vojtech  Smid,  Czechoslovakia 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Speicher,  MD 

Ethel  C.  Sproule,  CA 

Betty  Squires,  CA 

Mrs.  John  Starke;  MI 

Nina  J.  Stake,  OK 

Mrs.  Gary  Swinnock,  CA 

Wilmer  D.  Swope,  OH 


Anna  M.  Syrja,  AZ 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Tayler,  CA 

Mrs.  Hilda  A.  Taylor,  MI 

Mr.  Robert  Tenopir,  NE 

Mr.  Earl  J.  Thomson,  Jr.,  CA 

Mrs.  George  H.  Tinker,  NM 

Mr.  William  A.  Trundle,  GA 

Patricia  J.  Tunnicliffe,  CA 

Gloria  F.  Tweedy,  AL 

Mr.  Harry  M.  Van  Camp,  OH 

Mrs.  Paul  Van  Hooser,  TN 

Richard  &  Gloria  Vermeys,  CO 

Mrs.  Linnie  L.  Vickery,  NC 

Mrs.  Ronald  Virnig,  MN 

Miss  Patricia  Vogtsberger,  CO 

Mrs.  Jerry  Vossen,  CA 

Miss  Jean  Wallis,  NM 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  W.  White,  IA 

James  R.  Whitebread,  NY 

Mrs.  Gudrun  Wiedenfeld,  Canada 

Mrs.  Anna  K.  Wilde,  NC 

Mrs.  Joe  L.  Wiley,  TX 

Jerry  Wilhoit,  IL 

Jill  Wilson,  NC 

Lorraine  Winkels,  CA 

Lewis  D.  Withington,  KS 

Dr.  Mary  Witt,  KY 

Mrs.  Penny  Wonderly,  CA 

Frances  Wright,  MO 

Nelson  E.  Yoder,  MI 

Mrs.  Paul  L.  Young,  CA 

Mr.  Andrew  Younger,  MI 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herb  Ziehl,  MI 


THINKING  PLURALITIES .. . 

After  the  publication  of  THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES  in  1978  established  a 
firm  precedent  to  solve  the  perpetual  debate,  BULLETIN  adopted  the 
style  in  which  "iris"  is  singular  and  "irises"  is  plural.  Recently,  Ben  Hager 
commented  on  another  unique  irisarianism.  Why  do  we  sometimes 
describe  an  iris  as  having  "gold  standards  and  brown  falls  set  off  by  an 
orange  beard?"  Unless  strange  mutations  have  occurred,  there  are  three 
beards,  one  on  each  fall!  Beards  have  to  be  plural,  too,  unless  worn  by  a 
human.  On  iris  descriptions,  henceforth,  we  resolve  to  careful  describe 
BEARDS  (3)  on  each  flower! 
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ALPENFLORA  GARDENS 

17985  -  40th  AVE. 

Surrey  (Cloverdale)  B.C.  V3S  4N8 

West  Coast  Natives  and  Hybrids.  Many  dif¬ 
ferent  species  from  the  world  over.  Minia¬ 
tures  and  Standard  Dwarfs.  All  well  estab¬ 
lished  in  4"  pots.  Ready  to  ship  and  to  plant 
any  time.  20%  off  on  U.S.  currency.  Quality 
plants  -  Quantity  Discounts.  Also,  many 
hardy  plants  and  perennials  plus  choice  al- 
pines,  rockery  plants,  primroses. 

List  on  request 


ARIL  IRIS  FARM 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

“YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY” 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 


BURGES  IRIS  GARDEN 

1900  Fordham  Drive 


Oncocyclus  Hybrids  and  Species 


Denton,  TX  76201 


List  June  1st  on  Request 
JOHN  AND  BERTHA  HOLDEN 
1319  Gateway  Blvd.,  Ridgecrest,  CA  93555 


817-383-1946 

Quality  rhizomes  of  the  newer  tall 
bearded  irises  at  reasonable  prices. 
List  on  request. 


AVONBANK  IRIS  GARDENS 

Choice  reblooming  Iris 
Lloyd  Zurbrigg 
Box  5691  Radford  College 
Radford,  VA  24142 


Iris 

Daylilies 

Peonies 

Perennials 


BUSSE 


BALDWIN’S  IRIS 

Offering  fine  irises  of  recent  introduc¬ 
tion  at  attractive  prices.  Over  500 
varieties. 

TBs  *  BBs  *  SDBs 
Descriptive  catalog  on  request. 
1306  Monroe  Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 


BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

Of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 


GARDEN  CENTER 
&  NURSERY 
635  E.  7th  St. 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA 55321 
“The  Minnesota  Perennial  People” 
Send  $1.00  for  catalog 
Credited  on  first  order! 


Lifetime  Plastic  Markers 
Treated  Wood  Stakes 
Agricultural  Streptomycin 
Terrachlor  (and  other  chemicals) 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 


Send  50a:  for  catalog  listing.  The  finest  in 
Median,  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacific,  Siberian 
and  Spuria  irises. 


BUSSE  GARDEN  CENTER 
635  E.  7  St.,  Cokato,  MN  55321 
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C&A  IRIS  GARDENS 

Growers  of  Quality  Iris 

REASONABLE  PRICES 

PRICE  LIST  ON  REQUEST— 
Wholesale  and  Retail 

1320  Mary  Street 

Hanford,  CA  93230 

CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

Catalog  of  quality  rhizomes  of  TBs, 
medians,  Louisianas  and  arilbreds 
available  on  request.  See  January 
Bulletin  for  new  introductions. 

Perry  Dyer  Paul  Black 

CAL.  DIXIE 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Offers  Quality  Iris  at  affordable 
prices.  Over  1000  varieties  of  TBs, 
BBs,  SDBs  and  remontants.  De¬ 
scriptive  price  list  on  request. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 

Riverside,  CA  92504 

COOLEY’S  GARDENS 

301  S.  James  St. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 

QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $1.00  for  the  catalog,  then  deduct 
it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 

CHARJOY 

GARDENS 

Charles  and  Joyce 

Arny,  Jr. 

117  Acacia  Drive 
Lafayette,  La.  70508 

Top  Quality 

Louisiana  Irises 

Catalog  1 5<p 

COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  W.  Country  Road  C 

St.  Paul,  MN  55113 

Cold-Hardy  Bearded  &  Beardless  Iris 

SPECIES  OUR  SPECIALTY 

Other  prenennials  &  wild  flowers 

1 5<p  stamp  for  catalog 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

22549  Center  St.,  Hayward,  CA  94541 
Featuring  the  introductions  of  Bob  Brown; 
Virginia  Messick,  John  Nelson,  Don  Denney. 
Jim  McWhirter 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 

A  comprehensive  collection  of  Tall 
Bearded  Iris 

CORDON  BLEU  FARMS 

The  Finest  in  Japanese  Iris 

TETRAPLOID  DAYLILIES 

JANE  BARTON  CONNINGHAM 

Best  of  new  and  old  IRIS 

AND 

Tall  Bearded 

LORENZO  PAOLUCCI 

Spurias 

Walnut  Tree  Hill— Box  227 

Louisianas 

Sandy  Hook,  Connecticut  06482 

418  Buena  Creek  Road 

San  Marcos,  California  92069 

Free  catalog  on  request 
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The  Cherry  Lane  Gardens  of 

IRIS  LABELS 

GLENN  F.  CORLEW 

2988  Cherry  Lane 

Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 

Mfg.  by 

TOM  FOSTER 

977  Meredith  Court 

featuring  the  introductions  of 

Glenn  F.  Corlew 

and 

Vernon  Wood 

Sonoma,  CA  95476 

A  garden  labeling  method  that  is  un¬ 
obtrusive  in  the  garden,  durable,  very 
legible  and  easy  to  use. 

Send  25<p  for  catalog 

Send  stamp  for  descriptive, 
literature  and  price  list. 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog.  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros. 

4-SQUARE  IRIS  GARDENS 

3237  Eisenhower  St. 

Eau  Claire,  Wl  54701 

1980  catalog  available  Feb.  1 ,  1980 

M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jel la  Way 

North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 

Featuring  TB,  IB,  SDB,  MDB,  and 

Space  Age  Irises 

Cat.  25$  (Refundable  on  first  order) 

HARDY  NORTHERN 
BEARDED  IRIS 

1980  Color  Catalog  $1 .00 
Featuring  Introductions  of 
Gordon  W.  Plough 

Tall,  Border, 

Intermediate,  Standard  Dwarf 

GIBSON  IRIS  GARDENS 

146  S.  Villa  St.  Porterville,  CA  93257 

Tall  bearded  iris  price  list  on  request. 
Specializing  in  Gibson  introductions.  Cur¬ 
rent  introductions  listed  and  described  in 
the  January  Bulletin. 

A.  H.  HAZZARD 

510  Grand  Pre  Ave.  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  49007 

EDEN  ROAD  IRIS  GARDEN 

P.O.  Box  117 

Wenatchee,  Wash.  98801 

Grower  of 

JAPANESE  IRISES 

Over  300  varieties.  List  on  request. 

COPY  DEADLINES 

HILDENBRANDT’S 

January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue . Jan.  15 

July  issue . . . Apr.  15 

October  issue . July  15 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Star  Route,  Box  4,  Lexington,  Nebr.  68850 
Region  21  Test  Garden  Located  Here 
Featuring  Introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 
Price  List  on  Request 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
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HILLVIEW  GARDENS 

Lilly  M.  Gartman 

18461  Hillview  Dr.,  Los  Gatos,  CA  95030 
Choice  selection  of  TB,  Arilbred,  IB 
and  SDB  irises. 


KEITH  KEPPEL 
P.O.  Box8173 

STOCKTON,  CALIFORNIA  95208 
Catalogue  Featuring  . . . 


Free  Catalog 


ILLINI IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 

N.  State  St.  Rd.  Monticello,  ILL.  61856 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 
Tall  Bearded,  Border  Bearded  and 
Siberian  Irises,  Tetrapioid  Hemerocallis 
Price  List  on  Request 


1980  Introductions  of 
Joe  Gatty 
Keith  Keppel 

and  the  newest  varieties  of 
tall  bearded s 
medians 

Available  on  Request  to  AIS  Members 


IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  HIGHLAND  PARK  DRIVE 
COLLEGE  PLACE,  WASH.  99324 

(Growing  test  iris  for  seven  hybridiz¬ 
ers  to  date).  Free  catalogue. 

3000  varieties  on  display  in  May 


LA  CRESTA  GARDENS 

OF 

Maryann  M.  Anning 
12864  Viscaino  Rd. 

Los  Altos  Hills.  CA  94022 


J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

Featuring  the  Tall  &  Median 
Introductions  of: 

JACK  BOUSHAY 

Ken  Shaver 
Don  Boen 

Catalog  on  Request 


Presenting . . . 

1980  introductions  of  Hooker  Nichols 
Featuring . . . 

an  extensive  collection  of  the  latest 
TBs  and  Medians 
Catalog  on  Request 


LAURIE’S  GARDEN 

(Lorena  M.  Reid) 


Route  1,  Box  329 
Cashmere,  Washington  98815 


THE  J  — LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

Tall  Bearded  irises  of  quality  and  vigor 
REBLOOMING  SPECIALISTS 

More  than  one  hundred  varieties  — 
new  and  old 

SPRING  BLOOMING  VARIETIES 

Extensive  listing  of  newer 
introductions 

Prices  low  -  Quality  high  - 
Satisfaction  guaranteed 

Send  30<p  stamp  for  list  after  March  1 
Rt.  #2,  Box  444,  Joshua,  Texas  76058 


41886  McKenzie  Hwy 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 

Specializing  in:  CALIFORNICAE,  JAP¬ 
ANESE  and  SIBERIAN  Irises.  Also 
grow  many  Cal-Sibes,  Evansia, 
Laevigatae  and  other  Beardless 
Species  and  Hybrids. 

Descriptive  price  list 
for  stamp  in  May. 


DR.  &  MRS.  CURRIER  McEWEN 
South  Harpswell,  Maine  04079 

SIBERIAN  AND  JAPANESE 
IRISES 

List  on  Request 
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LOUISIANA  NURSERY 
Ken  and  Belle  Durio 
Choice  Louisiana  Iris, 
Daylilies,  Magnolias  and 
Odd  Plants 
Rt.  1  Box  43 

Opelousas,  Louisiana  70570 
Catalog  50<p 


MARYOTT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

Nearly  two  acres  of  irises 
specializing  in 

*  Latest  Tall  Bearded 

*  Dwarfs  and  Medians 

*  Remontants,  Exotica  &  Antiques 
Featuring  large  quantities  of  the 
most  recent  varieties  and  offering 
them  at  exceptionally  reasonable 
prices.  The  gardens  are  open  to 
the  public  during  bloom  season, 
and  AIS  members  are  cordially 
invited. 

Free  Catalog 
BILL  &MELINDA  MARYOTT 
1678  Andover  Lane 
San  Jose,  CA  95124 
(408) 265-2498 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4,  Box  439 B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 
Send  stamp  for  price  list. 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South— A 
Stockton,  CA  95205 

Presenting  the  1980  introductions  of: 
Ben  R.  Hager  (all  kinds),  Sidney  P. 
DuBose  (TB),  and  Manly  Osborne 
(horned). 

Listing:  TB,  Median,  Dwarf,  Novelty, 
Arilbred  and  Reblooming  Irises. 
Featuring:  Spuria,  Siberian,  Louisiana 
iris  and  Daylilies. 

SEE  OUR  NEW  IDEAS  ON  PRICING! 
OUR  25TH  ANNUAL  CATALOG- 
lllustrated. 


Send  $1.50.  Mailed  First  Class-not  deductible 


MILLER’S  MANOR 
IRIS  GARDENS 

ROGER  AND  LYNDA  MILLER 
Specializing  in  Miniature  Dwarf  and 
Tall  Bearded  Iris.  List  on  Request. 
Box  105  Markle,  IN  46770 

MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

(MELBA  AND  JIM  HAMBLEN) 

Featuring  Fine  Irises  of 
Recent  Introduction 
TALL  BEARDED 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST  -  NO  COLOR 
2778  W.  5600  So.  Roy,  Utah  84067 


MOUNT  OLIVE  IRIS  GARDEN 

10349  Empire  Grade 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 
Grower  of  tall  bearded  iris,  featuring  the 
best  in  the  west.  Mountain  grown  on  the 
edge  of  the  Pacific.  Visitors  welcome. 
Susan  Coleman,  Owner.  List  on  request. 
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MOHR  GARDENS 

HARDY 

1649  Linstead  Drive 
Lexington,  KY  40504 

Featuring  the  tall  bearded  in¬ 
troductions  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Mohr, 
David  Mohr  and  Ken  Mohr.  Also,  a 
large  selection  of  contemporary 
TBs  from  your  favorite  American 
hybridizers. 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 

NORTHERN  PEONIES 

Beautiful  Herbaceous  and 

Tree  Peony  Hybrids.  Excellent 
quality.  Exciting  colors. 

Catalog  $1.00 

DAVID  REATH 

Vulcan,  Michigan  49892 

MOUNT  CLARE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

Henry  Danielson 

3036  N.  Narragansett  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60634 

ARILBRED  IRIS 

Since  1941 

1980  introductions  listed  and 
described  in  the  April  Bulletin 
Catalog  on  Request 

HENRY  C.  ROWLAN 

12  Roxbury  Drive 

Little  Rock,  AR  72209 
Featuring  Space  Age  Irises.  TBs, 
Medians,  Spurias  &  Louisianas.  Price 
list  available  in  May  for  15<£  stamp. 

SCHLIEFERT 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 

Since  1935 

No  catalog  available  this  year 

PACIFIC  COAST 
HYBRIDIZERS 

Introducing  for 

Glennys  Dalton 

Bryce  Williamson 

Post  Office  Box  972 
Campbell,  CA  95028 

Free,  revised  catalogue 
after  February  1 

SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 
3629  QUINABY  RD.,  NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 

Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$1.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 

RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Glenn  and  Zula  Hanson 

7124  Riverdale  Road,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
55430 

Featuring  an  extensive  list  of  dwarfs  and 
medians. 

Free  price  list.  No  color. 

FRED  E.  SPAHN 

1229  Lincoln  Ave.  Dubuque,  Iowa  52001 

350  varieties  of  newer  TB  iris 
at  attractive  prices. 

Price  list  on  request. 

See  April  display  ad  for  my  introductions. 

95 


DAVID  B.  SINDT—  IRISES 


TRANQUIL  LAKE  NURSERY 
45  River  St. 


1331  West  Cornelia,  Dept.  A 
Chicago,  Illinois  60657 

Featuring  introductions  of 
David  B.  Sindt  and 
Lothar  Denkewitz 

In  1980,  500  Varieties  of  Dwarf  and  Median  Irises 
In  1 981 ,  specializing  in  Sindt  introductions, 

Iris  pumila— collected  and  garden  varieties, 
Other  dwarf  and  median  bearded  species. 

Free  catalog  available  in  April. 

No  orders  accepted  after  July  15. 


SYLVIES  IRIS  FARM 

Roy  &  Debbie  Sylvies 
4620  W.  Ave.  K-12 
Quartz  Hill,  CA  93534 


Rehoboth,  MA  02769 

Specializing  in  Japanese  and  Siberian 
Irises  plus  daylilies  with  a  special 
emphasis  on  double  flowered  forms. 
Send  stamp  for  descriptive  catalog. 
We’re  very  pleased  to  announce  that 
we  are  introducing  Bee  Warburton’s 
and  Dr.  William  McGarvey’s  new 
beardless  hybrids. 


GILBERT  H.  WILD  &  SON 

Dept.  AIS-480 
Sarcoxie,  MO  64862 

Send  $1  for  96-page  illustrated 
catalog  in  color  featuring 
IRISES,  PEONIES,  DAYLILIES. 


Arils,  Arilbreds  and 
Newer  Tall  Beardeds 

Featuring  introduction  of 
Mark  Rogers  and  Doris  Foster. 

List  on  Request 


WINDSOR  IRIS  GARDENS 

Jackie  Norton  &  Jean  Richey 
TB,  IB,  SDB,  older  Arilbreds,  Spurias, 
Japanese,  Louisianas  and  Californicae 
Free  List  P.O.  Box  B 

6842  Hembree  Lane,  Windsor,  CA  95492 


,$40.00 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

Effective  January  1981  Issue 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 

One-inch . $30.00  Two-inch . 

Three-inch  . .$50.00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-inch . . . .  .  .$25.00  Two-thirds  page  .  . . .  .$73.00 

One-quarter  page . 31.00  Three-fourths  page . 82.00 

One-third  page . 40.00  Full  page . 100.00 

One-half  page . 56.00 

Full  page,  color . . . $200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  . . $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  arrange¬ 
ments  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July  Issue),  July  15  (Oct¬ 
ober  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April  Issue.) 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to:  *; 

Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor  \ 

P.O.  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137  ) 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1-  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
Island.  Mr,  Robert  Sobek ,  37  River  Rd„,  West  lord,  MA  01886. 

2-  New  York.  Mr.  Lynn  K.  Carmen  419  Trimmer  Rd.,  Spencerport,  NY  14559. 

3-  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania.  Paui  R.  Smith,  299  N.  Pleasantview  Rd., 
Sanatoga,  PA  19464 

4-  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
Dr.  E.  Roy  Epperson,  1115  Delk  Dr.,  High  Point,  NC  27262. 

5~ South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida.  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson ,  829  Pine  Hill 
Dr.,  Elberton,  GA  30635. 

6 - Ohio,  Michigan  and  Indiana.  James  A.  Copeland,  Wolfe  Lake  Fish  Hatchery, 
Route  1,  M-43,  Mattawan,  Ml  49071 

7-  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Dr.  Hubert  C.  Mohr ,  1649  Linstead  Dr.,  Lexington, 
KY  40504. 

8- -  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  Walter  Machulak,  S.  82  W.  12877  Acker  Dr., 

Hales  Corners,  Wl  53130 

9-  Illinois.  Mrs.  Rita  Kinsella,  318  Marabeth,  Fairview  Heights,  IL  62208 

10- Louisiana.  Mr.  Richard  Gouia,  113  Acacia  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508. 

11” Montana,  Idaho  and  Wyoming.  David  M.  Durnford,  1504  S.  Seventh  West, 
Missoula,  MT  59801. 

12-  Utah.  Keith  Wagstaff,  2424  E.  Sundown  Ave.,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84121 

13-  Oregon,  Washington,  Alaska.  Mr.  Ron  Kessei,  29410  112th  Ave.,  Auburn, 
WA  98002 

14-  Northern  California,  Nevada,  Hawaii.  Dr.  John  H.  Weiler,  1146  W.  Rialto, 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

15-  Southern  California  and  Arizona.  Janice  Chesnik,  418  Buena  Creek  Rd.,  San 
Marcos,  CA  92069  Tel.  714-726-2890. 

10-Ganada.  John  McMiilen ,  Route  1,  Norwich,  Ontario  NOd  IPO,  Canada,  Tel. 
519-863-6508. 

17- Texas.  Mrs.  John  Wade ,  4209  Santa  Rita,  El  Paso,  TX  79902. 

18™ Missouri  and  Kansas.  Dave  Niswonger,  822  Rodney  Vista  Bivd.  Cape 
Girardeau,  MO  63701 

19™  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island,  N.Y.  Dave  Siiverberg ,  27  Spring  Dr.,  Howell, 
NJ  07731. 

20-  Colorado.  Dr.  John  R.  Durrance,  4301  E.  Cedar  Ave.,  Denver,  CO  80222. 

21 - Iowa,  Nebraska,  North  Dekota  and  South  Dakota.  Mr.  Allan  G.  Ensminger, 
Rt.  3,  Lincoln,  NE  68507  Tel.  402-467-2082.  ‘ 

22™  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas.  Burdelia  Rhodes ,  Box  78,  Osage,  OK  74054 
23“ New  Mexico.  Mrs.  Patricia  J.  Clauser »  Box  1006,  Corrales,  NM  87048 
24  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  Grady  Kennedy,  9610  Todd  Mill  Rd.,  Huntsville, 
AL  35803  Tel.  205-881-1739. 


DAZZLING  GOLD  (D.  C.  Anderson) 

To  be  introduced  in  1981  by 

MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South  Stockton,  CA  95205 

Look  for  our  display  ad  in  the  1981  Bulletin  or  send 
$1.00  for  our  Connoisseur's  Catalog. 

See  our  Directory  Ad  in  this  issue. 


